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OUR SHARED VISION  
Every child at St Thomas of Canterbury is 

special and will achieve their full potential 

academically, socially, spiritually and 

emotionally through the provision of a loving 

community and rich and varied learning 

opportunities and the highest quality teaching 

and learning. 
 

 

Every staff member at St Thomas of Canterbury 

will feel valued and enabled to provide the 

opportunities that we want for our children 

and to do so as part of a loving community 

which has the highest expectations of and for 

all. 
 

Every Governor at St Thomas of Canterbury 

will feel valued and enabled to act as a critical 

friend to the School and to be accountable for 

the School’s strategy.  They will play a visible 

role supporting all children, their parents and 

staff at School and in the wider community, to 

provide the best environment possible for 

learning and spiritual growth. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School family. 

We show this in our respect, kindness and love for others and by treating other people as we wish to 

be treated ourselves. 

We will encourage everyone to be the best that we can be. 

OUR SCHOOL AIMS 
 

To guide our children to grow in the love of God and 

build relationships that will enable them to make a 

positive contribution to the school and society. 
  

To develop an exciting, challenging and creative 

curriculum that produces confident and successful 

learners who are the best that they can be. 
  

To develop high quality learning that enables every child 

to flourish, to discover their talents and be lifelong 

learners. 
  

To establish a teaching and learning environment that 

encourages everyone to enjoy, to achieve, to be inclusive, 

to be healthy, and to stay safe. 
  

To nurture a strong partnership between home and 

school. 
  

To have respect and understanding for our school, our 

community and our world, helping our children to 

become responsible citizens and good role models. 

 

The

Child

Nothing 

but the 

ChildThe 

whole 

Child
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OUR GOLDEN RULE  

 
St Thomas of Canterbury is a Catholic Academy Primary School, a part of the family of schools 

within the Xavier Catholic Education Trust. 

 

Special Considerations 
1. The children are largely drawn from the four Churches, (St Josephs, St Marys, St Pius X 

and St Edward the Confessor), that constitute the large Catholic Parish of Guildford, in the 

diocese of Arundel and Brighton.  Three priests serve these four churches.  

2. The school welcomes all children and, whilst the majority of children in the school are 

Catholic, the school family includes children of many different religions and of none. 

3. The children’s experience of church varies from belonging to a supportive Catholic family 

to others whose only experience of Church is school. 

 

Agreed Syllabus 
St. Thomas of Canterbury uses the Religious Education Programme ‘Come and See’ by Victoria 
Hummell.  This programme follows the Diocesan Syllabus approved by the Catholic Bishops 

of England and Wales and adopted by the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton. 

 

Time Allocated 
The time allocated for R.E. is as follows: 

 

 Foundation Stage/Key Stage 1   -  10% 

 Key Stage 2          -  10% 

(This does not include times of Collective Worship.) 

 

Aims and Objectives 
Religious Education promotes the dignity and freedom of every person as created in the 

image and likeness of God.  With this thought in mind, religious growth and development 

cannot be confined purely to the “academic” timetabled R.E. lesson.  We seek to provide a 

whole-school experience, which stimulates religious growth and development hand in hand 

with academic and social progress. 

 

Every child is at a different stage of a faith journey and this needs to be considered when 

providing for his/her religious needs.  This may not always take place in the formal R.E. lesson, 

but should occur in other aspects of school life.  We aim to help the children to experience, 

understand, celebrate and live their faith in ways suited to their age and development.  The 

school tries to support, clarify and extend the child’s experiences at home.  We seek to 
proclaim the Gospel values of care, commitment, acceptance and respect. 

 

Objectives 
1. To provide a structured and balanced programme of Religious Education that helps to 

develop the knowledge and understanding of the mystery of the Trinity, of the Church 

and the central beliefs, which form the Catholic Faith. 
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2. To encourage the children to appreciate, through their own experience of life, a love and 

sense of wonder and awe of the Gospels, Revelation and Tradition. 

 

3. To promote enriching opportunities for prayer and worship, and to help the children to 

understand and appreciate the value of the Sacraments on their journey through life. 

 

4. To promote the growth of sound personal relationships, including an awareness of the 

nature and importance of human sexuality, as part of God’s plan for them and an 
appreciation of the values of the family. 

 

5. To foster appropriate attitudes by showing regard and respect for the views of others, a 

tolerance and some knowledge, as led by ‘Come and See’, of the beliefs and traditions of 
other faiths. 

 

6. To appreciate that living as a Christian involves a commitment to peace, justice, care and 

concern. 

 

Content 
In St Thomas’ we are following the ‘Come and See’ programme which is developed through 
three themes based on documents from the Second Vatican Council.  These themes are: 

Church, Sacrament and Christian Living. 

 

The whole school explores each religious theme at the same time through different topics 

following a yearly teaching cycle.  The following is the timetable of topics adopted. 
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The programme identifies these elements of the process of Religious Education: 

 

1. Explore: This is the introduction to the topic where the children’s life experience is 
explored, the question(s) it raises are wondered at, shared, investigated and their 

significance reflected upon. 

2. Reveal:  This is the heart of the programme where knowledge and understanding of 

the Catholic Faith is revealed through the Word, in Scripture, Tradition, doctrine, 

prayers, rites and Christian living. 

3. Respond: This is where the learning is assimilated, celebrated and responded to in 

every day life. 

 
Our Policy for Religious Education 
 

1. Mission Statement Ethos 

Religious Education at St Thomas’ begins with our general ethos, which seeks to proclaim the 
Gospel values of care, commitment, acceptance and respect.  This philosophy permeates all 

areas of school life and all subjects taught.  

 

2. The Bible 

In our lessons, assemblies and liturgies, we try to introduce the children, in a way suitable to 

their age and stage of development, to the variety of literacy forms in the Bible, to understand 

its origins and treat it with respect and reverence.  The younger children primarily build on 

their own experience and then are gradually introduced to the Bible. 

 

3. Multi-cultural, Multi-faith society   

Our school recognises that we live in a diverse society and seeks to reflect and celebrate that 

diversity.  We try to develop the child’s understanding of the self and to encourage attitudes 
of openness and sensitivity towards people whose religious beliefs and customs may be 

different to their own.  We look to invite visiting speakers, look for suitable literature 

concerning the variety of celebrations and festivals, and seek opportunities on topics, music 

etc. to widen our children’s awareness of other Faiths and cultures. 
 

Two other religions are taught from EYFS to year 6 following the programme of study in 

“Come and See”.  These are Judaism, which is usually taught in the autumn, and Islam, which 

is taught in the summer.  At least one week’s teaching and learning time per year is given to 
each. 

 

4. Teaching and Learning Techniques  
A range of teaching and learning techniques is involved according to the age and needs of the 

child. Children are encouraged to aim at the highest standards of presentation and to display 

work for others to share.  Children with special needs of any kind are central to our concern 

and every effort is made to adapt the curriculum to their individual needs and to recognise 

their talents.  Every member of staff has a line manager who has special responsibility for 

their pastoral care and professional development, and is available to assist with personal 

problems. For children, their class teacher oversees pastoral care. 
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We seek to develop a sense of social justice in our children by supporting charities such as 

Mission Together, The Catholic Children’s Society and the Poppy Appeal. We have strong links 
with our partner school in Busenya.  

 

5.  Home/ School Partnership 
Parents are recognised and valued as being the children’s first educators in their faith.  We 
work to build strong partnership between school and parents through communication of the 

R.E curriculum, access to information and guidance on how to support their child’s learning 
in R.E.  The school website and Newsletters are used to do this.  Parents are invited to their 

children’s prayer services, assemblies, and class and school Masses.  Teachers plan one 

homework task for each RE topic to foster our home school link and further develop the 

children’s learning in R.E.  
 

Assessing, Recording and Reporting 

 Assessment of pupils’ work is an intrinsic part of the learning process.  Teachers make 
professional judgments almost continuously about pupils’ performance and each term 
teachers set a more formal assessment task for pupils to undertake.   

 

 Teachers then use all this evidence to assess pupils progress and attainment in RE at the 

end of each term. This data is recorded and analysed in accordance with school policy.   

 

 The school maintains a portfolio of pupils’ work and teachers regularly moderate their 
judgments as year groups and as a whole staff.   This ensures accuracy in assessment and 

helps staff identify the next steps in children’s learning to ensure good rate of progress.   
 

 Progress in achievement on R.E is reported to parents and carers in a written report at the 

end of each academic year. 

 

 Progress and achievement in R.E is reported to governors through an annual monitoring 

report to the governors. 

 

Assessment for learning underpins the teaching and learning of R.E.  Teachers therefore: 

• share learning goals with pupils; 

• help pupils to know and to recognise the standards to aim for; 

• provide feedback which leads pupils to identify what they should do next to improve; 

• have a commitment that every pupil can improve; 

• involve both teacher and pupils in reviewing and reflecting on pupils' performance and 

 progress; 

• involve pupils in self-assessment. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
The Headteacher, Senior Leadership Team, and R.E Subject Leader are responsible for the 

self-evaluation of the Catholic Life of the School.  This process enables us identify what actions 

are required to further improve and build an effective Action Plan for R.E. 
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This policy of St Thomas of Canterbury School upholds the school’s ethos and Mission 
Statement. It must be read in conjunction with and implemented in accordance to the school’s 
policies for Health & Safety Equal Opportunities, Inclusion and Safeguarding. Copies of these 

policies are available from the school website. 

 
 


