
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives
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A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Our school has chosen 

Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds Revised as our 

systematic, synthetic phonics 

(SSP) programme to teach 

early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Blending to read words



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 



shell

chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption

mansion

passion



Tricky words 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

•Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Books going home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



• As we progress through the phonics scheme and the children are 
introduced to the first sounds and Tricky Words, they will bring home 
books which feature these sounds (and only these sounds) so that they 
are able to de-code them for reading.

• This sets the children up to succeed.

Reading books



• Your child should be able to read 
their reading book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

• Please record their reading and any 
comments in their Reading Record 
book.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


• Reading record books will be looked at and signed once a 
week by the teacher.

• We have talked to the children about the importance of 
looking after our lovely new reading books. 

• Please can you use the questions in the back of each reading 
book to develop your child’s comprehension.
• To show your support, please countersign the reading 

promise in the front of the reading record.

Reading promise



The shared book is for YOU to read:

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



• Make reading and phonics as much fun as possible.

• Use the flashcards for games – snap/Kim’s game/hiding them around the house/using 
them to make words.

• Look out for environmental print.

• Play ‘robot speak’ games: “Please put on your h-a-t, can you see my ‘s-o-ck-s’?”
• Play ‘I spy’ with segmented words for your child to blend e.g. “I spy with my little eye a 

black ‘c-a-t’.”
• Choose the right time and place for your child to read to you. 

• Encourage your child to hold the book, turn the pages, point to the pictures/words –
these are all important early reading skills.

Top tips



The reading for pleasure (story sack) book 
is for YOU to read to your child:

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see

o Try the activities provided in the story sack.

Read to your child



• Please continue to talk and read to your 
child in your first language, in addition to 
reading their school book in English.

English as an additional language

EVERYONE is…
Different and unique

Equal and respected

Loved and belongs

I am EVERYONE



Writing



Ideas to develop gross motor skills:

• Swimming

• Play in the park e.g. monkey bars

• Washing the car

• Washing up

• Sweeping and mopping

Gross motor skills



Ideas to develop fine motor skills:

• Tweezers

• Play dough

• Cooking e.g. rubbing crumble mixture, rolling 
out biscuit dough

• Threading beads

• Cutting

• Lego

Fine motor skills



Encourage mark making of all types:

• Painting

• Drawing with chalk on the ground

• Water and paint brushes on the ground

• Fancy pens and pencils

• White boards and markers

Moving on to mark making



Getting ready to write

1. Posture

• Sitting comfortably, chair tucked in, feet on ground if possible, resting arm 
flat on the table.

2. Paper Position

• Tilt the paper – if your child is left handed, encourage your child to ‘push 
up’ the page to discourage a ‘hook’ grip.



Getting ready to write

3. Pencil Grip

• Working towards a tripod grasp.



• Each grapheme has a formation phrase which will be 
taught in school and sent home on an information sheet.

Writing letters



• Emergent writing – e.g. 
‘scribbling’ on a postcard, 
‘writing’ shopping list. 

• Encourage your child to tell 
you what they’ve written –
lots of praise!

Stages of writing



• Encourage all opportunities for writing

• Make it a positive experience

• Help your child to sound out words, putting up a finger up for each sound (phoneme)

• Ask your child ‘How many sounds (phonemes) do we have?’

Top tips to support your child at home



• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

Website

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Thank you for coming.

Any questions?



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 

Carl Sagan


