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Welcome to Year 4! 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can understand 
and follow our 

 
 We build our resilience and foster our mental health and wellbeing by: Making s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



At St Thomas’ we celebrate who we are by making 

S=P+A+C+E for EVERYONE 
 

A celebration of belonging, of uniqueness and community 
 

EVERYONE is welcome here 

As part of our School family, as part of God’s world. 
 
Who is everyone? 
 

EVERYONE … 

Different and unique 
Equal and respected 
Loved and belongs 
 

YOU are EVERYONE 

 
Based on Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 12:1-31 

 EVERYONE is… 

Different and unique 

Equal and respected 

Loved and belongs 

I am EVERYONE 



A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key attitudes 
to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity that comes 

our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 4 
 
A warm welcome to Year 4.   
 
The classes are St. Gabriel with Mr Gillan and St. Peter with Miss Petley Monday-Wednesday and 
Fridays with Mrs McNiff in class on a Thursday. The year group staff team includes Ms Cooper, Mrs 
Marshall, Mrs Mitchinson and Mrs Slominski . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Gillan  Miss Petley   Mrs McNiff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Ms Cooper  Mrs Marshall   Mrs Mitchinson Mrs Slominski 
 
 
These are the Year 4 classrooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Peter’s Classroom  St Gabriel’s Classroom 
 
 
 
 
 



Learning Link: 
 
Our Learning Link this term is going to be ‘All Roads lead to Rome.’ 
 
Special Events: 
Please see the Annual Calendar when it is published, website and the Weekly News for all the dates for 
the term ahead 
20th October   Trip to Chertsey Museum 4P only 
21st October   Trip to Chertsey Museum 4G only 
 
Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 

 Being independent 

 Being resilient 

 Being creative 

 Planning 

 Being accurate 

 Listening 

Challenge and Celebration: 
The children will be challenged to work as a group to complete a variety of activities to celebrate our 
Roman Topic. This will be held at the end of term where the children (and staff) will spend the day 
dressed as Romans. 
 
Homework: 
Reading: In Year 4 we ask children to read at home every day for 10-20 minutes.  As they become fluent, 
it is not necessary for every session to be reading aloud to an adult, but they should do this twice a week 
and regularly discuss their books using questions in their Reading record books.  Please could parents 
record the number of questions from the sheets that children are answering in the reading record books.  
 
Spelling:  Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each week.  This will alternate 
between a list of spellings to practise and a 3 part grid of spelling pattern/homophones/Year 3/4 words. 
During Mr Lewin’s Spelling challenge, the children will be practising just the Year 3/4 words.  It is up to 
you how children learn their spellings, such as writing, reading, practice, test. 
 
Maths:  Once a week children will be set maths homework.  This will either be an online task or practising 
a mental maths skill in particular the timetables. We will also be continuing with Mr Lewin’s Times Table 
Challenge to help the children prepare for the standardised online test in July. 
 
Sometimes other homework may be set during the week, such as learning words for a performance, 
items to bring in, a computer based or a research task.  
 
Resources 
Can we ask please that your child has a pencil case containing a couple of pens, pencils (for both drawing 

and colouring,) , a rubber, pencil sharpener and a glue stick. Replacement handwriting pens, pencils, 

rulers, rubbers and pencil sharpeners will be available to buy during the year from the Stationery Store 

being organised by School Council.   

 



The Year 4 team would like to thank you in advance for your support and look forward to a happy and 
successful year. 
 
 
Contacts: 
4K St. Gabriel Mr T Gillan  mrgillan@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
4P St. Peter Miss M Petley  misspetley@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
4P St. Peter      Mrs McNiff                   senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
 

Year 4 Autumn Medium Term Plan 

Learning 

Link: All 

Roads Lead to 

Rome 

We hope the children will enjoy their trip back in time when we learn 
about those Rotten Romans and the country they came from. We will be 
learning about the location of Italy within Europe, its main regions and 
cities and making comparisons to Britain. Through these comparisons we 
will be able to understand why the Romans came to Britain and what 
exactly they did for us. Alongside the History and Geography, we will also 
be studying stories with a Historic setting including ‘Androcles and the 
Lion,’ and ‘Escape from Pompeii.’ 
In Art, we look at Roman murals and mosaics, as an art form and a source 
of historical evidence.  We will also be baking some Roman style bread as 
part of our DT topic. 

RE People – when we study our family tree and people from Jesus’ family 
tree. 
Called – where we learn how we are called to God during Baptism and 
Confirmation. 
Judaism- Where we find out about the Jewish Holy Book, The Torah, and 
why it has such a special place in the lives of Jewish believers. 
Gifts – Which is our Advent topic leading on to Christmas. 

English Reading: 
Class Text: Androcles and the Lion, I Came, I Saw, I Conquered, Escape 
from Pompeii, Boudica’s Army (I was there), The Listeners by Walter de la 
Mere 
 
Writing: 
Recounts 
Historical fiction 
Poetry 
Playwriting 
 
Grammar: 
Fronted adverbials of time 
Fronted adverbials of place 
Writing paragraphs around a theme 
 

Maths Number and Place value 
Addition and Subtraction 
Perimeter 
Multiplication. 
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Science Animal including Humans – Moving and growing 
Sound 

Art Murals and mosaics  

DT Cooking – Bread 

Computing Coding 
Binary Numbers 
Internet Safety 

History The Roman invaders and settlers 
Roman Legacy 

Geography Italy and the Roman Empire 

PSHE – Learning 
for Life 

What makes me, me 
The importance of listening 
Relationships in the family 
Healthy lifestyle choices 
Co-operation 
Parliament Week 
Anti-bullying week 
Money matters 
 

Modern Foreign 
Languages – 
French 

We will learn about parts of the body and then revise colours which will 
enable us to describe ourselves and draw and describe monsters! We will 
learn the days of the week in French and look at their origin; they are 
named after Roman gods. 
We will also learn some Christmas related words and phrases. 

Music The focus this term is on instrumental performance. All children in Key 
Stage 2 will participate in a joint PE/Music workshop on folk dance and 
music led by Kerry Fletcher, Jo May and Linda Game, building on their 
understanding of folk music gained through spoon playing. The workshop 
will culminate in a dance/music performance at the end of the day. We 
will also start to learn either the ukulele or recorder depending on any 
Covid guidance in place in the Autumn term, learning to read chord 
symbols and tab notation (ukulele) or rhythmic solfa and staff notation 
(recorders) whilst continuing to develop our inner hearing and aural 
memory through our growing bank of songs and active musical games. 
We will also be listening to and responding to different types of music and 
singing songs relating to our topics this term. 

PE Children will be taking part in dance and team games in the Autumn term. 

 


