St Thomas of Canterbury
Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Welcome to EYFS!
Autumn 2021
Making S=P+A+C+E for learning

Welcome to Reception!
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our

:

We treat others as we would like to be treated
We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can
understand and follow our

We build our resilience and foster our mental health and wellbeing by: Making s=P+A+C+E for ME

At St Thomas’ we celebrate who we are by making
S=P+A+C+E for EVERYONE
A celebration of belonging, of uniqueness and community
EVERYONE is welcome here
As part of our School family, as part of God’s world.
Who is everyone?
EVERYONE …
Different and unique
Equal and respected
Loved and belongs
YOU are EVERYONE
Based on Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 12:1-31

EVERYONE is…
Different and unique
Equal and respected
Loved and belongs
I am EVERYONE

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with
a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key attitudes
to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity that comes
our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.

NEVER GIVES UP

S=P+A+C+E for learning in the Early Years Curriculum.
A warm welcome to Reception and Early Year Foundation Stage (EYFS).
Our class names are St. Salvatore (Mrs Sumsion’s class) and St. William (Mrs Morgan and Mrs Wichmann’s class).
The Year group staff team includes Mrs Hernandez, Mrs Kamzol, Mrs Lyon and Miss Waters who will be supporting
the children’s learning in Reception.
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These are the Reception classrooms
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The Early Years Curriculum is underpinned by these Characteristics of Effective Learning, promoting development
across all areas and supporting each child to remain an effective and motivated learner.

These concepts are fostered through the use of our ‘Learning Friends’ pictured below:




Playing and exploring – engagement and effort (Ellie)
Active learning – motivation and perseverance (Marvin)
Creating and thinking critically – thinking and confidence (Connie)
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Learning in Reception
A very warm welcome to Reception.
Learning Link: People Who Help Us
We will start by looking at People who help us. As our learning is child-led, we look forward to seeing
where this will take us.
Special Events
Please see the Annual Calendar when it is published, website and the Weekly News for all the dates for the
term ahead.
Tree House Theatre Visit
Thursday 14th October 2021
Individual Photographs
Thursday 21st October 2021
Flu Immunisations
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd November 2021
Walk to Post Office
To be confirmed
Aim/Key skills we are focusing on:
To enter the classroom with increasing confidence and independence.
To join in with classroom focused tasks.
To show enthusiasm for and interest in learning.
To begin to understand the Golden Rule and what it means to make S=P+A+C+E for our learning and
S=P+A+C+E for ME.
To play happily with and alongside others.
Challenge:
To write and post a letter to Santa.
Celebration:
To participate in a Christmas S=P+A+C+E Extravaganza.

Home learning:
Daily reading
Phonic sounds and Tricky Words
Contact:
St Salvatore’s Class Mrs Sumsion
mrssumsion@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
St William’s Class
Mrs Morgan (Mon – Weds) mrsmorgan@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Mrs Wichmann (Weds – Fri) mrswichmann@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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Welcome to Reception!
We are so excited about getting to know our new St Salvatore and St William
classes and we know that we have a fantastic year ahead of us.
The first thing that we will be doing is making lots of new friends, learning
everyone’s names, and finding out about each other and our school.
We are also going to be learning about the people who help us in our community.
Not only those we turn to in emergencies, like doctors, nurses and firefighters, but
also those who help to keep everything running in our daily lives. We are looking
forward to hearing which jobs you would like to find out about and are hoping that
we will have some visitors to come in and tell us about their roles.
Just before the Christmas holidays we will have a special S=P+A+C+E Extravaganza
to celebrate and reflect on all the learning that we have done during our first term
together at St Thomas’.
Come and See
Myself
Welcome
Birthday
Coming into class independently and with increasing confidence.
Beginning to know and understand the Golden Rule.
Developing awareness of our Golden Threads.
Selecting and using resources, with help when needed.
Developing our sense of responsibility and membership of a community.
suggesting other ideas.
Revising and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired.
Developing overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility.
Developing our fine motor skills so that we can use a range of tools such as a
knife, fork and scissors competently, safely and confidently.
Using our core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table
or on the floor.
Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully, such
as lining up, mealtimes and personal hygiene.
Understanding how to listen carefully and why listening is important.
Learning new vocabulary.
Asking questions to find out more and to check we understand what has been
said to us.
Articulating our own ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.
Engaging in story times.
Listening carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.
Holding and using a pencil correctly and giving meaning to marks we make.
Beginning to use recognisable letters and attempting to write our own name.

Maths

Understanding the
world

Expressive Arts

Hearing and saying initial sounds, segmenting sounds and knowing which letters
represent some of them.
Beginning to read common irregular words and enjoying an increasing range of
books.
Using some number names accurately in play.
Counting an irregular arrangement of objects.
Selecting the correct numeral, counting reliably and placing numbers in order.
Showing an interest in shape.
Using common shapes to create patterns and models.
Remembering and talking about significant events in our own lives.
Showing an interest in different occupations and ways of life.
Talking about members of our immediate family and community.
Naming and describing people who are familiar to us.
Understanding that some places are special to members of their community.
Recognising some similarities and differences between life in this country and life
in other countries.
Exploring the natural world around us.
Describing what we see, hear and feel whilst outside.
Creating collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.
Developing storylines in our pretend play.
Exploring and engaging in music making and dance.

