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Learning in Year 4 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can 
understand and follow our 

 
 

 We build our resilience and foster our mental health and wellbeing by: Making s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



Transition Day: Thursday 8th July 2021 
 
Our Transition Day is a very important day for the children and begins with a whole school assembly followed by a 
carefully planned day. The children spend the time with their new teacher in their new classrooms. 
 
The objectives of this day are: 

 To establish a smooth transition for the children ensuring any worries or anxieties are dealt with 

 To give the children an opportunity to meet their new teacher and foster a sense of belonging in the new class 

 To establish with the children the expectations for the new school year through discussion about our Mission 
Statement, our aims and the golden rules. The children will be asked to bring in their golden rule card on this 
day 

 To foster a growth mind-set and can do attitude through making S=P+A+C+E for learning and discussing the 
attributes of a good learner 

 To encourage engagement and motivation for learning through involving the children in planning the learning 
outcomes for the new school term 

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key attitudes 
to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity that comes 

our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 4 
 
Learning Link: 
 
Our Learning Link this term is going to be ‘The Amazing Amazon.’ 
 
Special Events: 
Additional dates for Sports Day and other events will be published as soon as we are able to following Government Guidance 

Tuesday 25th May   Wisley Trip    TBC                          
Thursday 10th June   Class Photos 
Monday 21st – 
Friday 25th June    Times table check 
Thursday 1st July   Summer Strings Concert at the RGS   
Week beginning 5th July   Year group family picnic    
Thursday 8th July    Transition Day 
Friday 16th July    Rainforest S=P+A+C+E Challenge Day 
 
Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our new S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 

 Applying my knowledge 

 Problem solving 

 Taking responsibility 

 Contributing 

 Communicating 

 Evaluating 

 Reflecting 

 Risk taking 

 Working as a team 

 

Challenge and Celebration: 
We will be setting a range of challenges during our ‘Rainforest Day’ S=P+A+C+E celebration.  These 
will include preparing and tasting fruits from the rainforest, designing a creature adapted to live in 
the rainforest and creating a rainforest collage in the style of Henri Rousseau. 
 
Homework: 
Reading: In Year 4 we ask children to read at home every day for 10-20 minutes.  As they become 
fluent, it is not necessary for every session to be reading aloud to an adult, but they should do this 
twice a week and regularly discuss their books using questions in their Reading record books.  Please 
could parents record the number of questions from the sheets that children are answering in the 
reading record books.  
 
Spelling:  Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each week.  This will alternate 
between a list of spellings to practise and a 3 part grid of spelling pattern/homophones/Year 3/4 words. 
During Mr Lewin’s Spelling challenge, the children will receive ‘gold awards’ if they achieve full marks 
in a test.  It is up to you how children learn their spellings, such as writing, reading, practice, test. 
 
Maths:  Once a week children will be set maths homework.  This will be either an online task or 
practising a mental maths skill in particular the timetables. We will also be continuing with Mr Lewin’s 
Times Table Challenge to help the children prepare for the online test in June. 
 



Other subjects: Sometimes other homework may be set during the week, such as learning words for a 
performance, items to bring in or a research task.  
 
Resources 
Can we ask please that your child has a pencil case containing a couple of pens, pencils, a rubber, pencil 

sharpener and a glue stick. Replacement handwriting pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers and pencil 

sharpeners will be available to buy during the year from the class Stationery Store.  There is hand 

sanitiser available in school so this is not a necessity but if you choose to, you could send in a named 

bottle for your child so they have their own bottle to use too. 

 

The Year 4 team would like to thank you in advance for your support and look forward to a Safe healthy 
and successful term. 
 
Contacts: 
4K St. Kea  Mr D Kitcatt  mrkitcatt@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
4P St. Peter Miss M Petley  misspetley@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
4P St. Peter Mrs McNiff  senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

 
During the first half of term, Miss Bates will be joining the Year 4 team in 4K, with Mr Gillan returning 
for the second half of term. 

 

Year 4 Summer Medium Term Plan 

Learning Link: 

The Amazing 

Amazon  

Having shivered in Scandinavia in the Spring term, we are packing our bags 
for warmer, but wetter weather in the Amazon Rainforest.  We will be 
exploring the differences between the Amazon climate with our own, and 
how the people and creatures have adapted to live there.  Crucially, we 
will be learning about how important rainforests are to our planet’s health 
and how we should protect them.  As part of this learning journey, we will 
be learning to read and write stories from the Amazon as well as writing 
persuasive letters.  We will also be finding out about how rainforests have 
inspired artists and musicians.  So there’s no time for monkeying around, 
let’s go ape and explore the Amazing Amazon! 

RE Good News – we learn about how the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostles to 
spread the Good News of Jesus at Pentecost, and how believers still do 
this today.   
Building Bridges – we learn about how we rebuild bridges of friendship 
with God and each other through the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
God’s People – we learn about God is revealed through his followers and 
how this can change communities.   

English Reading: Our class reader will be: ‘How to Train Your Dragon’  
Class Text: Stories from the Amazon Rainforest, The Great Kapok Tree, 
Where the Forest Meets the Sea, The Firework Makers’ Daughter, The 
Explorer 
 
Writing: 
Stories about Different Cultures 
Persuasive Letters 
Poetry- Haikus/Tankas 
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Grammar: 
Co-ordinate and Subordinate clauses 
Fronting Subordinate Clauses 
Conjunctions 
Direct and Indirect Speech 
Standard and Non-Standard English 
 

Maths Multiplication and Division 
Fractions 
Geometry 
Place value (including decimals) 
 

Science Electricity 
Living things and their habitats 

Art Journey through Art- exploring different artists and their techniques 
including; Henri Rousseu (collage), Georges Seurat (pointillism) and 
Marianne North (botanical art) 

DT Lamps – linked to circuit work in Science. 
Rainforest puppets (sewing) 

Computing Logo 
Power point 
Scratch 
Online safety 

Geography The Amazon Rainforest- Its climate, structure and impact on our planet. 

PSHE – Learning 
for Life 

Being my best 
Growing and changing 

French Revisiting the months of the year and learning the seasons. 
Learning about the weather and working with a partner to give a weather 
forecast in French. 
Reading and understanding a story about the weather, ‘Quel temps fait-il , 
Berthe?’ 
Learning about sports and saying which we like and dislike. 

Music We explore simple musical structure in English folk music through our 
spoon playing in class and learn to compose our own accompaniments in a 
class workshop led by visiting folk musicians Jo May and Linda Game. We 
resume our musicianship lessons learning through singing games, action 
songs and playing simple percussion instruments. The children learn to 
represent rhythm and pitch visually using solfa names and hand signs for 
soh and mi and the rhythm names and stick notation for ta and ti-ti through 
singing games, call and response and listening activities. We hope to explore 
opera through the Royal Opera House’s Create and Explore programme for 
Hansel and Gretl. 

PE Athletics: 
To develop running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in 
combination 
Team Games: 
Play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply basic 
principles of attacking and defending 

 


