St Thomas of Canterbury
Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Year Three
Spring 2021
Making S=P+A+C+E for learning

Learning in Year 3
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our

:

We treat others as we would like to be treated
We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can
understand and follow our

We build our resilience and foster our mental health and wellbeing by: Making s=P+A+C+E for ME

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with
a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key attitudes
to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity that comes
our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.

NEVER GIVES UP

Learning in Year 3
Learning Link:
Our Spring Connector, through which most of our learning will take place, is ‘THE DAY THE CRAYONS
QUIT’.
Special Events:
tbc
Key skills we are focusing on:
S=P+A+C+E Skills, including:
Working as a team
Risk Taking
Being independent
Challenge and Celebration:
The children will be using the skills and knowledge that they have learnt during the term to create and
perform their own play based on the book. The children will be celebrating their learning by dressing
up and having an afternoon of activities centered around what they have learned.
Homework:
Reading: In Year 3 we ask that the children read at home to an adult every day for 10-20 minutes and
discuss what they have read. Please could parents record at least 2 fiction/non-fiction questions that
you have asked your child, each week, in their reading record. These questions can be found inside the
back covers of the reading record. We also ask parents to record the page number and any comments
they feel would benefit, in their child’s reading records.
Spellings and grammar: Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each week for
homework. Spelling homework alternates between:
Week A - a list of spellings alongside a page of their Jolly Grammar book (one week to complete)
Week B - Year 3 statutory Common Exception Words and the child’s self-selected spellings.
This homework will be set at the beginning of the week and they will be tested on their spellings each
Monday.
Maths: In Year 3 there is a strong emphasis on learning times tables and the importance of the children
securing their knowledge, not just of the multiplication facts, but the division facts and using these
skills to solve word problems. Each week they will be set a specific times table to learn and will
complete Mr Lewin’s School Times Table challenge on a Friday. They will be given a booklet that will
be explained in more detail at the Curriculum Evening.
Occasionally, other homework tasks may be set, such as research activities, Science, RE or learning
song words for a performance etc.
The Year 3 team really appreciate all that you do to help your children with their learning. It makes a
real difference. We wish you and your child a very happy and successful start to the year.
Resources
Can we ask please that your child has a well-stocked pencil case (including a named pencil, ruler and
glue stick!) Replacement handwriting pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers and pencil sharpeners will be
available to buy during the year from our Stationery Store organised by School Council.

There is hand sanitiser available in school so this is not a necessity but if you choose to, you could
send in a named bottle for your child so they have their own bottle to use too.
Contacts:
3D St Dorothy
3E St Susanna

Mrs Della Maestra
Mrs Stemp

mrsdellamaestra@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mrsstemp@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Year 3 Spring Medium Term Plan
Learning Link:
The Day The
Crayons Quit

As your children enter the Spring term, we explore the world of Duncan
and his colourful crayon friends. We will also explore the follow up book
‘The Day The Crayons Came Home’, both books will give us a strong link to
our mental well-being and how to live out our Golden Threads.

RE

Journeys
Listening and sharing
Giving All
Reading:
The Day The Crayons Quit and The Day The Crayons Came Home
Writing:

English

Character inference
Persuasive writing
To write an imaginative story

Maths

Science
Art
DT
Computing
Geography
PSHE – Learning
for Life
Modern Foreign
Languages –
French
Music

Grammar:
Verbs – present/past continuous
Proper nouns/adjectives
Measurement
Money, length and perimeter
Statistics
Fractions
Digestion
Magnets and forces
Perspective and landscapes
Creating with crayons
Surrealism
Design and make an accurate representation of a river
Connecting Computers – how do digital devices work?
Connecting computers – Bill Gates/ Steve Jobs
Where we Live
River Wey
Dapdune Wharf
Keeping myself safe/ Rights and responsibilities

We continue to develop our spoon playing technique. We learn how to
combine different playing skills into a rhythmic pattern in response to

PE

different types of folk music and start to learn how to improvise a simple
solo pattern. We continue to explore our different voices and develop
our musicianship through rhythmic and action-based games, songs and
untuned percussion instruments. We will actively listen to different
music using scarves, movement and finger plays to describe what we can
hear in actions, words and pictures. We will be revising our chair
drumming skills learnt during lockdown.
To choreograph a routine that tells a story with jumps, rolls and
balances.
Swimming:
To learn the of water safety principles.
In team games children learn how to work well as a team when
attacking, and explore a range of ways to defend.

