
St Thomas of Canterbury  
Catholic Primary School 

Where every child is special 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Year One 
Spring 2021 

 

 

Making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
 
 



Our learning in Year 1 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can 
understand and follow our 

 
 

We build our resilience and foster our mental health and wellbeing by Making s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key attitudes 
to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity that comes 

our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 1 
 
Learning Links: 
 
Our Learning Links, through which most of our learning will take place, is: 

‘Toy Story’ (Spring 1)  
‘Journeys around the world’ (Spring 2)  
 
 
Special Events: 
Wednesday 20th January - Phonic Screening workshops for parents – This will be pre-recorded and 
shown on the school website 
 
Thursday 11th and Monday 22nd February - Parent consultation meetings 
 
Monday 1st March till Friday 5th March - Book Week 

 
Monday 15th March - Inset Day 
 
  
Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our new S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 

Persevering 
Listening  

A positive can-do Attitude 

Developing Confidence 
 
Challenge and Celebration: 
At the end of this term (Friday 26th March) the children will undertake a S+P+A+C+E challenge to 
practise the skills that they have learnt during the term. More details to follow.   
 
Homework: 
In Year 1, the children will continue to get weekly Spelling homework. The format of our spelling 
homework will be changing slightly in the Spring term but we will sent you instructions on how to do 
this at a later date. Children are also expected to read for 5 to 10 minutes every day and to continue 
with Numbots, School Jam and Bug Club learning at home. 
 
 

Please could the children have a named Pritt stick and art apron for the start of the new term.  

 
Contacts: 
 
1S   St. Stephen  Mrs E Sharpe mrssharpe@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
1D  St. David  Miss N Davis missdavis@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
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 Year 1 Spring Medium Term Plan  

Learning Link:  

Toy Story and 

journeys around the 

world 

This term our learning centres on ‘Toy Story’ (January and February) and 
‘Journeys Around The World’. We will use the texts, ‘Where’s my Teddy’ 
and ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of The Dark’ to support these areas of 
learning in our literacy work.  Artwork will be inspired by Northern Lights 
Silhouette pictures and Jesus Light of the World: Study of Painting. 
In DT there will be opportunities to sew felt puppets, bake some 
shortbread and design and make an Easter card. In addition to this, we will 
compile a Queen Victoria Fact file and timeline, sort pictures of old and 
new toys and compare a modern day toy with a Victorian toy. We will 
continue to explore seasonal/daily weather patterns, develop our map 
skills, find and locate oceans and continents and match climate to 
continents/ countries.  
At the end of the term the children will take part in a S=P+A+C+E themed 
challenge to practise the skills they have learnt during their second term 
in Year 1.  

RE Special People 
Meals 
Change 
 

English Reading: 
Class Text: The Owl who was afraid of the dark 
Where’s my Teddy 
The Three Little Pigs 

 
Writing: 
Describing a toy they received for Christmas 
Where’s my Teddy – study of text 
Three Little Pigs – rewrite of the fair story 
Northern Lights Poetry 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of The Dark – character and sequencing and non-
chronological report about owls 
Aboriginal Stories – writing own fable 
Hole in the Fence (descriptive short write) 
Easter Story 
 

Grammar: 
Capital letter and full stop 
Composing a sentence 
Adjectives, verbs and nouns 
 

Phonics: 
Phase 5 ai, ay, oi, oy, oa, ow, igh, ie, ou, ow, igh, ie, i_e,  
oa, ow, o_e, ai, ay, a_e, ee, ea, e_e, ey, y, oo, ue, ew, u-e and 
consolidation and review 

 

Maths Number: Place Value (within 50)  
Addition and Subtraction (within 20) 
Measurement (Length and Height, Weight and Volume)  

Science Seasonal change (Winter & Spring) and Materials  
 

Art Victorian Thaumatropes 
Sketching Teddy Bears  
Jesus Light of the World: Study of Painting 
Northern Lights Silhouette picture 
Aboriginal Art  
African Sunrise 
 
 



 

DT Felt Puppets 
Easter Art: Easter card 
Cooking Victorian shortbread 
 

Computing E- Safety  
(Computing Unplugged)  
Make posters about Winter and Spring  
Type a description and import a picture 
2Create a Superstory about own version of The 3 Little Pigs  
Computer Science: Espresso Coding and Purple Mash Coding  
Labelling Oceans  
Labelling Continents  
Favourite weather survey 

History Queen Victoria Fact file and timeline 

Sort pictures of old and new toys 
Timeline of a teddy bear 
Comparing a modern day toy with a Victorian toy 
Challenge:  Date a toy and give reasons 

 

Geography How to use an atlas 
Map skills 
Name countries of the UK - What do we know about these countries? 
Capital cities  
Locate the Equator 
Seasonal/daily weather patterns in relation to equator 
Oceans - Finding and identifying 
Continents- Finding and identifying 
Matching climate to continents/ countries  
Suitcase challenge:  I am going to… what do I need to pack? 

PSHE – Learning for Life Online Safety 
Healthy me 
Who can help? 
Harold loses Geoffrey 
Good or bad touches? 
Harold’s wash and brush up 
Taking care of something 
Harold’s money 
Basic first aid 

Modern Foreign 
Languages – French 

Days of the week 
Vegetables 
Shape/sizes 
Food 
Easter 

Revise and revisit topics already taught so far earlier this year  

Music We continue to develop our spoon playing technique. We learn how to 
combine different playing skills into a rhythmic pattern in response to 
different types of folk music. We continue to explore our different voices 
and develop our musicianship through rhythmic and action-based games, 
movement, songs and untuned percussion instruments. We will actively 
listen to different music using scarves, movement and finger plays to 
describe what we can hear in actions, words and pictures.  
 

PE To use songs and rhymes to inspire individual and group dances 
To master basic movements to develop balance, agility and coordination. 
Learn an animal inspired dance focussing on partner work. 
Learn short dances that include some based on different times and 
cultures. 
To learn water safety principles. 

 


