
L.C: To plan a flashback story.

What is a flashback? 

How would I know I was 
reading a flashback in a 

book?



The Piano

• Watch the following video and look for the flashbacks/memories.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEAnre-s4-o

• What are they? How do we know they are a memory?

• What mood is created? How?

• How do the different shots affect the viewer and why?

• Now read the text that has been written from these visuals – read 
how the flashback has been developed with personal details and vivid 
memories. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEAnre-s4-o


Flashback example – Read carefully and make note 
of any of the features that show it is a flashback

As I sit at my old piano, my fingers gently caress the keys and the room is filled with a familiar, mournful 
song. The song waltzes slowly and sadly around the room, filling it with ghosts and memories of the 
past - my past. My wife. My childhood. My memories. 

I think about James. I remember James so clearly. However, I don’t remember what happened, exactly; 
the bits I do remember are a blur. There were lots of colours and shouting, strong hands and loud 
voices. And of course, the guns. The deafening, never-ending sound of gunfire, pounding, pounding, 
pounding through my skull. My heart begins to ache as I remember how it felt when I helplessly held 
him in my arms.

If only I hadn’t hesitated, if only I’d got to him in time, if only he’d stayed hidden from the enemy, then 
he might still be here with me now. 

I remember…



Flashback example – Read carefully and make note 
of any of the features that show it is a flashback

The battlefield was like an orchestra of loud, horrifying noises- non-stop gun fire, explosion after 
explosion and the blood-curdling shrieks of grown men crying out for help all collided together making 
a dreadful, terrifying racket.

James and I had stopped briefly to take cover behind a wall. I caught his eye and he managed a weak 
smile, which brought me some comfort even in the circumstances. We’d get through this just as we’d 
got through all other battles- together.

The enemy were so close that we could almost feel them breathing down our necks. My heart thumped 
against my ribcage and fear gripped me firmly, refusing to let go.

I knew we didn’t have much time. I knew we had to move and James knew it too. He stared at me, his 
face stern with concentration, waiting for my signal. 



Flashback example – Read carefully and make note 
of any of the features that show it is a flashback

There was no time. It was now or never. He had to go.

James trusted my judgement. I gave him the nod and without hesitation, he went.

An ear-splitting bang. Confusion. Another bang.  Panic. Another bang. A flash. A scream. 

James.

He lay motionless on the floor, his body limp, almost lifeless. Desperate, confused, shocked, I sprinted 
over to help him. He couldn’t die, not now, not after everything we’d been through.

I scooped him up in my arms and held him close to me. His blue eyes that were once full of life and 
mischief were now cold and black like the winter sky. His lips parted. “Go. Go now. Save yourself,” he 
whispered weakly. 



Flashback example – Read carefully and make note 
of any of the features that show it is a flashback

I didn’t have time to say goodbye. I didn’t have time to say or do anything but hold him 
tightly in his last moments. As I felt his body become still and heavy, a wave of grief began 
to flood through my veins like poison and my whole body was racked with uncontrollable 
agony. 

However, a voice began to echo over and over again in my head. “Go. Go now. Save 
yourself. Go. Go now. Save yourself…”

I had to move. I had to leave him. I had to get out. 

I had to do it, for myself, for James, for the family I’d left at home. Feeling sick and 
breathless, I moved, I left him there and I took cover.



Flashback example – Read carefully and make note 
of any of the features that show it is a flashback

Now, whilst I sit at my old piano, the song slows down, drawing to a close, and I think 
about what happened. I think about how I came home to my family, but James didn’t. I 
think about how I met my beautiful wife and had a beautiful family - children, 
grandchildren - but James didn’t.

I think about how it could have been me. What if it had been me, not James?

I close my eyes and think about him. I remember him so clearly - he was brave and 
fearless.

As the mournful tune comes to a stop, the final note echoes around the room and lingers 
gently. I listen and I know that somehow, James is still with me now.



• Today you are going to investigate how the visual from The Arrival would 
appear as a written text. Remember, this is a flashback – a memory – for the 
old man. As this is a memory think about the personal details you may include 
and think about. 

• Using the images, first tell the story you have created in your head.

• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this happening? Why is this happening?

Who is involved? Are the characters talking to each other? What are they 
saying? 

How do the characters feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the edges of this picture, out of view of the 
reader, but visible once they’ve stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

Who is this character? What is he 
saying? 

How does he feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the 
edges of this picture, out of view of 
the reader, but visible once they’ve 
stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

Who is involved? Are the 
characters talking to each other? 
What are they saying? 

How do the characters feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What is the significance of the 
woman? How did they meet?



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

Who is involved? Are the 
characters talking to each other? 
What are they saying? 

How do the characters feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the 
edges of this picture, out of view of 
the reader, but visible once they’ve 
stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

Who is involved? Are the 
characters talking to each other? 
What are they saying? 

How do the characters feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the 
edges of this picture, out of view of 
the reader, but visible once they’ve 
stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

Who is involved? 

How does the character feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

Look closely at his footsteps – what 
do you see?



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

Who is involved? What are they 
saying? 

How do the characters feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the 
edges of this picture, out of view of 
the reader, but visible once they’ve 
stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

How do the characters feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the 
edges of this picture, out of view of 
the reader, but visible once they’ve 
stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What happened to his leg during 
the war?

How does the character feel about 
this? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What’s happening beyond the 
edges of this picture, out of view of 
the reader, but visible once they’ve 
stepped inside the book? 



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is happening? Where is this 
happening? Why is this happening?

How does the character feel? 

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

What will happen next?



• THINK:

Imagine you have stepped into 
these pictures.

What is the significance of the hat 
he wears?

What is the mood like? What is the 
atmosphere being presented?

Why did he choose to share this 
particular memory? 



L.C: To plan a flashback story.
• Use the images presented on the storyboard to plan your ideas for your 

written story tomorrow.
• Each sequence of pictures will create the flashback and a paragraph for 

your writing tomorrow. 
• THINK:
Imagine you have stepped into these pictures.
What is happening? Where is this happening? Why is this happening?
Who is involved? Are the characters talking to each other? What are 

they saying? 
How do the characters feel? 
What is the mood like? What is the atmosphere being presented?
What’s happening beyond the edges of this picture, out of view of the 

reader, but visible once they’ve stepped inside the book? 

Use the ambitious vocabulary (including powerful verbs, 
adjectives, adverbials and figurative language) to bring the 
visuals to life and create the desired atmosphere.


