




• Tonight’s Aim:
This evening we hope to share

a little more about what the Year 2
SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) 

entail.



The  SATs reflect the National Curriculum.  The main 
purpose of the SATs is to see what the children have 
achieved in relation to the National Curriculum.  

The children will complete tests in the following areas:
• Reading
• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG)
• Maths 



• Although the tests are set externally, they will 
be marked internally by the Year 2 teachers.

• They provide the teachers with one piece of 
evidence and contribute towards their end of 
year Teacher Assessment.

• The children are given a ‘performance 
descriptor’ of the expected standard for Year 2.  
Children will be assessed as 
– Working Towards the expected standard
– Working at the expected standard
– Working at the greater depth within the 

expected standard



• There are no set dates for the KS1 SATs other than 
that the children must sit them at some point in  
May.

• As in previous years, the children will not be aware 
when they are sitting SATs papers.  They will be 
undertaken in an age appropriate way in a familiar 
setting - to the children it will be made to feel like 
an ordinary lesson.  

• We do not use the word SATs with the children.



• The children will sit 2 reading papers:
– 1 will have the text and questions combined
– 1 will be more challenging with a reading booklet 

and a question booklet
– All children will sit both papers

• The children will be assessed on a range of 
reading skills, including their comprehension 
skills with a focus on simple retrieval and 
inference skills.

• There will be a mixture of 2 text types.



• Multiple choice e.g. ‘Tick the box that tells us what 
the boy did’

• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of 
the story’

• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below 
to show the order in which they happen in the story’

• Matching, e.g. ‘Match the words to their meanings’
• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that 

tells us where bears live’
• Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
• Open ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did the bear chase 

the girl?’

























o Paper 1 - Spelling test of 20 words
o Paper 2 - Grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary paper requiring short answers

• Children need to be familiar with technical 
vocabulary such as noun and adjective.  They 
need to be able to identify and understand the 
function of the punctuation they use in their 
writing.



• Multiple choice e.g. ‘Which punctuation 
mark is missing?’  ‘Circle the verb in the 
sentence’

• Matching, e.g. ‘Match the words to their 
meanings’

• Selected response, e.g. ‘Write s or es to 
make each word a plural’

• Short answer, e.g. ‘Why does August need a 
capital letter?’
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There is no Writing paper for the SATs, 
however, writing is teacher assessed 
throughout the year and this 
assessment is then shared with parents 
when the rest of the SATs results are 
handed out with the reports.



• The children will be required to:
– Write in correctly demarcated sentences with capital letters 

and full stops and some exclamation marks, commas in lists 
and question marks accurately

– Show they can write more complex sentences through the 
use of conjunctions e.g. because, but, when

– Choose words / vocabulary for effect e.g. use of expanded 
noun phrases  (adjectives and adverbs) to add description 
and detail to their writing

– Spell many common exception words
– They need to use a joined, legible handwriting style



Children will be assessed on a range of core skills, 
including their knowledge of number and calculations, 
using their 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables.
The children are not allowed to use resources to help 
them in the tests.

Children will sit two papers in maths:
• Paper 1: Arithmetic – focus on mathematical fluency 

with whole numbers, place value and counting 
• Papers 2: Reasoning – solving mathematical problems 

and mathematical reasoning 



Paper 1 (Arithmetic) will consist of fixed response 
questions, where children have to give the correct 
answer to calculations which are presented without 
a context or story.

Paper 2 (Reasoning) will include 5 oral questions 
given to children at the beginning of the test.
It involves a number of question types, including:
• Multiple choice
• True or false
• Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a 

calculation, drawing a shape or completing a 
table or chart



























• We practise during lessons! 
• The children are able to become familiar 

with the layout and design of previous 
tests e.g. marks

• They become used to the test procedures; 
independent work, style of questions, 
time limits.

• Focused teaching groups



• Homework:
– English - children are expected to read every night for 5-10 

minutes.
– Spelling homework (orange books) introduces a new 

sound/spelling rule every week along with new Common 
Exception Words (CEW).

– Children are expected to write at least 5 sentences using the 
new sound and CEW.  A dictation in school the following 
week helps to see if they can apply the new sound/rule.

– Maths - this is set every other week and will usually follow 
on from what the children have been learning about in 
class.

• Regular attendance at school

• Support, encouragement and praise! 



• We hope you have found tonight 
informative.

• Any questions or queries please do not 
hesitate to contact Mrs Royce, Mrs Hills or 
Mrs Clarke, we will always be willing to 
help.

• Together, we can work in partnership so 
that your child can reach their full 
potential.


