
 
December 2019 
 
Dear Everyone 
 
Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter – we hope you enjoy reading about what our schools have been doing in 
recent months. We do work hard as well as all these activities, promise!! 
 
The return to school in September saw two more schools coming on board to Xavier; St Polycarps based in Farnham 
and St Thomas of Canterbury in Guildford, followed by St Peter’s in Guildford which joined in November.  This brings 
the total to fourteen schools in the Trust – three secondary and eleven primary. A few statistics, as of today we have 
7,835 pupils in the Trust and 894 members of staff; so lots to organise and co-ordinate. 
 
Since our last newsletter we have undergone a number of Catholic School Inspections (formerly called Section 48).  
We were delighted with all the reports - congratulations to Holy Family, St Charles Borromeo, Salesian, SJB, St 
Polycarps and St Cuthbert Mayne. If you would like to read the full reports they are on the school websites 
 
After the typically busy time over the Summer holidays, the Trust Estates team continues to oversee the exhaustive 
programme of upgrading and refurbishment across all fourteen schools. Everything from hall extensions to MUGA to 
decorating classrooms to cleaning drains. We are very pleased to see improvements in all of our schools now that we 
can manage the budget ourselves, another advantage in being a multi academy trust. 
 
In the Trust we run a number of central services. HR, finance, teaching and learning support and estates management 
to name a few. We are also really fortunate to have our very own Special Educational Needs (SEND) lead who 
supports SEND children and the staff who work with them. She also helps schools fight to ensure all our children have 
everything they need in order to be able to access the curriculum and be successful.  We also have our own 
Educational Psychologist who is working with schools on a variety of projects from mental well-being to supporting 
and training Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs).  The teaching and learning team work with all teachers 
sharing resources and best practice so that we all continue to improve. As you can imagine, INSET days for nearly 
900 staff provide a few organisational challenges but we have had great days learning together to improve the 
education provision for all of our children. 
 
As you know we run teacher training for secondary schools and currently have over 70 trainee teachers. In September 
2020 we will be opening our primary SCITT (school centred teacher training) and it is our aim that this will provide a 
steady stream of new teachers in all our primary schools when vacancies arise.  If you know of anyone interested in 
becoming a teacher please have a look at our website http://www.teachsoutheast.co.uk/ 
 
Finally, as another Christmas is almost upon us, there is a lot to be thankful for – we are really blessed to work with 
wonderful staff and children. There are also many of this newsletter’s readers whom we would like to thank, as without 
your help we could not conduct our work and run the schools as smoothly as we do.  Parents, Friends, Governors and 
Directors.  For many, your time is freely given and really appreciated.  To all the staff who give so much, over and 
above their contractual obligations to love and support the children, we are truly grateful.  The support and 
encouragement that we receive from the Parents make it all so worthwhile.  Rest assured that in 2020 we will continue 
to do our very best to provide your children with a first class Catholic education. 
Have a great Christmas and God bless you and your families at this special time of year. 
 
Martin Brannigan St Alban’s RC Primary School 
Leanne Harris St Anne’s RC Primary School 
Alison Walsh St Augustine’s RC Primary School 
Catherine Burnham Cardinal Newman RC Primary School 
Stephen Holt St Charles Borromeo RC Primary School 
Paula Best St Cuthbert Mayne RC Primary School 
Steve Tindall The Holy Family RC Primary School 
Deb Harper St Hugh of Lincoln RC Primary School 
James Granville Hamshar St John the Baptist RC Secondary School 
Kate Licence The Marist RC Primary School 
James Kibble Salesian RC Secondary School 
Paula Best St Polycarps Catholic Primary School 
Neil Lewin St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School 
Toby Miller St Peters Catholic School 
Ani Magill CEO 

http://www.teachsoutheast.co.uk/
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ST ALBANS 

hat a fantastic year the St Alban’s children have had! 
 
 
 

Among this year’s activities, was the 
first-ever Xavier KS1 Football 
Tournament held at the school on Friday 
14th June. Teams from St Charles 
Borromeo, Holy Family, The Marist, 
Cardinal Newman, St Hugh’s, St Anne’s 
and St Alban’s all played seven minute 
matches against each other, as they 
competed for the cup. There was a high 
level of good sportsmanship shown 
throughout, which was won by St 
Alban’s. There was lots of footballing 

talent on show and all the players went home with a medal for taking part. We are hoping to make 
this an annual event. 
 
Also on the same day, Freddie Narcisi from Y4 was representing the school at Windsor Castle!  
He got through to the final of BBC Radio 2’s 500 Words Competition with his 500 word story The 
Day My Pet Saved the World!  It’s a wonderful, funny short story told in the form of a poem.  You 
can read it at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2MKPppRfdNlgYBD8lKSg0Sz/the-day-
my-pet-saved-the-world  
 
All of the finalist children were congratulated on reaching the top 
50, out of 113 000 entries.  Freddie was a little star-struck as he 
got to meet and chat to lots of celebrities.  Zoe Ball, Chris Evans, 
the Duchess of Cornwall and his most favourite, David Walliams 
….. Freddie was treated like royalty and thoroughly enjoyed his 
day with the stars! 
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CARDINAL NEWMAN 
ctober 2019 was an incredible month in the life of Cardinal Newman School in Hersham when life 
focussed around the Canonisation of Blessed John Henry Newman. 
Celebrations started with a visit from 
Bishop Richard Moth on Thursday 3rd 
October who celebrated Mass in the 

school hall with the children in Years 1-6, and 
then joined our Reception classes for 
Collective Worship.  The children and staff 
had particularly learned one of Cardinal 
Newman’s hymns ‘Praise to the Holiest in the 
Height’ and sang it beautifully during Mass.  
The Bishop had a school tour led by the 
House Captains and then spent time with the 
Prayer Council who had the opportunity to 
ask Bishop Richard about life as a Bishop in 
the Catholic Church.  The day concluded with 
a short liturgy to bless the new school chapel 
with invited guests from the wider school 
community. A splendid afternoon tea 
followed, which brought a truly special day to 
a close.  
 
School celebrations continued on Wednesday 9th October, the Feast Day of Blessed John Henry Newman. 
The school community came together for a whole school collective worship led by Headteacher, Mrs 
Burnham. During the liturgy, Mrs Burnham presented a relic of St John Henry Newman to the children 
which had been given to the school. We also had the opportunity to watch a short video made by John 
Henry Newman School in Stevenage; this included photo contributions from the various schools connected 
to Cardinal Newman and showed all the fantastic work going on around the country to live out the mission 
of the Church.   During the day, everyone gathered together outside to link arms to make a whole school 
chain to help us all to reflect on the words of Cardinal Newman: 
“I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall 
do good; I shall do His work.” 
The day finished with class parties in the afternoon which made this another day to remember! 
 
We also had the amazing privilege of sending 
representatives from our school to the 
Canonisation of Blessed John Henry Newman in 
Rome on Sunday 13th October. Mrs Burnham 
was accompanied by Mr Flower (Deputy 
Headteacher) Fr Bill Muir (Josephite priest and 
school governor), and four KS2 children and their 
parents.  Our pilgrims joined with staff and pupils 
from Cardinal Newman, Hove to make the 
journey to Rome for the celebrations.  The 
children were amazed by the great variety of 
languages and national flags on display in St 
Peter’s Square, recognising the diversity of “the 
Family of God” which we talk about so often in 
school.  The Canonisation Mass with Pope 
Francis was a highlight for all the children and 
they cheered loudly when Blessed John Henry 
Newman was declared a Saint. The Cardinal 
Newman children also enjoyed meeting a modern-day Cardinal - Vincent Nichols – at the Mass of 
Thanksgiving at the Lateran Basilica. All of the pilgrims had an unforgettable experience – one which they 
have shared with the school community and with the parishes the school serves.  We have enjoyed the 
change to our school prayer:  
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.  
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Continued …. 
 
The celebrations concluded with a whole school trip to Legoland on Friday 25th October.  The excitement 
had been building in school since the day it was announced, and ten coaches of very excited children and 
adults arrived to spend a thrilling day with their friends.  The sight of a Y4 class enjoying the exhilaration of 
the pirate ship while chanting “St John Henry Newman” will live long in the memories of those who 
witnessed it! Even one of the youngest members of the school community, when asked why we were at 
Legoland, was able to explain, “It cos Cardinal Newman ‘comin’ a saint!” It was a fun filled day which we 
hope will be a lasting memory of being part of Cardinal Newman School in the Canonisation year of St John 
Henry Newman.  
 
 
 
 
THE MARIST 

utumn term started with a blast for our new 
Year 6 children who went to Kingswood in 
Kent.  This year, the centre has opened a 
water sports facility – this is a man-made 
lake in the fabulous grounds of Grosvenor 

Hall. The Year 6s learnt how to canoe and also 
had the opportunity to build and sail their own rafts. 
Needless to say there were a few capsizing 
incidents but the teamwork, resilience and 
determination shown by this group of children 
made us all very proud! 

 
 
As we moved into November, we continued our five 
year long whole school project on Remembrance. 
Every year, since the 100th anniversary of the First 
World War in 2014, children at The Marist have 
studied aspects of history from this time. This year, 
the project had a local history theme, as well as a 
focus on art and writing. The week culminated in a 
whole school ‘Big Write’ where children from Early 
Years to Year 6 wrote on the subject of 

Remembrance. 
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ST POLYCARPS 
he start of the school year heralded St Polycarp’s joining Xavier on 1st September 2019.  The warm 
welcome and support we have received from the Trust’s vibrant, ambitious Catholic community has 
been wonderful! 
From there, we have continued to strive for active learning in lessons and to engage our children in a 

wide range of sports participation.  Our delight at achieving the 
Platinum Sports Award was there for all to see!  An action packed 
term of sports including hockey, football, netball, cross country and 
floorball has brought great enjoyment for our children. A highlight of 
the term saw the Penathalon Team achieve third place in the National 
Finals – a super result! The 
children were an absolute 
credit to St Polycarp’s 
displaying our sporting values 
throughout the day. 

Central to our achievements has been the creative fundraising ideas 
used to support our class charities.  Year 2 designed, baked and sold 
Christmas biscuits to those lucky enough to get there in time! Year 6 
entertained the whole school with their charity reindeer run, and the 
whole school wore extra bright colours as we all supported Brighten 
Up for Cafod and Rainbow Children Charity in partnership with St Joan’s parish.   
 

We have worked hard to create new learning opportunities and have used 
a wide range of visits and visitors to help keep our learning exciting this 
term.  Key Stage 1 welcomed the police, GIST road safety and the Road 
Safety Magician to learn how to stay safe near roads. Year 3 visited Butser 
Farm to extend their learning about the Stone Age, while Year 4 had a 
fabulous time learning about Viking countries, trade, clothes, games and 
weapons on their Viking Day.  Exploring local parks and woods has provided 
years 1, 2 and 5 with science, writing and film making opportunities! 
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
he new academic year gave the school a chance to reflect on the Summer, our Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes and the results for GCSE and A Levels. 
 

Lourdes 
SJB students raised £12,000 for their fellow students to go on the 
pilgrimage. A total of 68 Redshirts (KS4) and helpers (KS5) were able to go 
- the most we’ve ever had! The students thoroughly enjoyed their time in 
Lourdes and many have already said they can’t wait to go back. 
 
 
 
Results Day 

A spectacular 93% of students achieved GCSEs at grades 9-4 in both English 
and Maths. Of all the GCSE exams sat this year, an impressive 46.5% were 
graded as 9-7. At A Level, the students achieved 72% A*, A or B grade, 92% 
A-C.  All testament to the immense hard work put in by the students. 
 
Welcome to our new Year 7s 
Year 7 continue to get off to a flying start. As Christmas approaches we are 
spending form time preparing our Christmas shoe boxes. In lessons we are studying fractions, 
tissues and cells, as well as book reviews. 
 
2019 has also seen the school’s 50th Anniversary of its opening. In September we welcomed over 1,500 
past and present staff, parents, students, governors and their families for a glorious day of celebrations. 
 
Little Shop of Horrors – School Production 
This time of year always rolls around quickly and although it’s our busiest time in the Performing Arts 
department, it’s always the most fun. This year is certainly no exception. We are extremely proud of the 
wonderful cast, band and crew who have all worked incredibly hard to make the show a success. 
 
 

 
World Challenge 2020 comprises a team of 11 students and 2 staff members who will embark on a 
once in a lifetime expedition to Cambodia. Whilst away, the team aims to participate in community 
work, visit an elephant orphanage, bike ride around Angkor-Wat temple, visit Phnom Penh and the site 
of the killing fields. This phenomenal trip looks to be an unforgettable 
experience. 
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ST CHARLES BORROMEO 
t St Charles Borromeo we continue to work on our Values education and have been keen to develop 
the value of 'understanding' with specific reference to ‘difference’. 
 
This year a number of events have taken place: 
notably our pupils had the pleasure of meeting 
Ross Smith from the charity 'Just Different'.  Ross 

provided inspirational workshops based on the 
challenges he, and others face in our world, with the key 
message that we are ‘Just Different.’ At the end of the 
session some of our pupils captured the spirit of the 
workshops perfectly, commenting: ‘it’s difference that 
makes you unique,’ and ‘Do not think disabled think 
differently.’ 
 
Our nominated charity for the year has focussed on the 
Weybridge Clubhouse Project (a life skills day service for 
young adults with learning disabilities that encourages 
independent living). To enhance our understanding of the great work taking place, our Year 6 pupils visited 
the centre and thoroughly enjoyed working alongside the Project’s clients. We hope to repeat the experience 

this academic year and to build on the relationship we 
have formed. 
 
Finally, our Year 4 pupils welcomed members of our 
local community who suffer from Parkinson’s disease. 
This is an annual event designed to let local residents 
talk openly about their condition with our young people; 
the aim being to break down many misconceptions 
about those suffering from the condition. The questions 
and debate that took place were a testament to the 
insight of our pupils, as well as the courage and 
challenges that people can face on a day to day basis. 
 
 
 

If you know someone who can enhance the knowledge and 
understanding of ‘difference’ with our pupils, we would love 
to hear from you.  
 
http://www.stcharlesb.surrey.sch.uk 
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ST HUGH OF LINCOLN 
he end of the summer term saw the completion of 
some exciting building work at St Hugh of Lincoln.  
After a couple of weeks of groundworks, the Easter 
holidays had witnessed a new building being 
brought to the school in sections.  It was then 

skilfully lowered into place and connected to an existing 
building.  After spending the Summer holidays fitting out 
our lovely new room, we were delighted to able to launch a 
new wrap around care facility at the beginning of the 
autumn term. 
 

 
 
As part of our focus on wellbeing, we’ve now hosted two popular workshops for parents, led by our 
SENCO and the Xavier Trust Educational Psychologist who discussed strategies to promote 
children’s mental health. The response and parental feedback were tremendous and we plan to 
build upon this over the coming year to make sure we do all we can to help and support our 

children and their families. 
 
On the academic front, we continue to 
develop our International Primary 
Curriculum and provide the children with 
lots of exciting opportunities to enhance 
their learning.  Year 1 and Year 2 visited 
Brooklands museum to enrich their 'From 
A to B' topic. They had a great time 
exploring how aeroplanes, buses 
bicycles and cars have changed over 
time and even got to go aboard a 
Concorde! Lower KS2 were also really 
excited to be able to interview a BA flight 
attendant as part of their ‘Gateways to 
the World’ project while higher up the 
school, Year 6 had an adrenalin-filled 

week doing outdoor pursuits at the Windmill Hill PGL centre. 
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HOLY FAMILY 
 have enjoyed another hard-working, fun-filled and action packed term at Holy Family. It 
began with the fabulous news that we had achieved another Platinum award in recognition of 
our commitment to PE, sport and healthy lifestyles. This makes Holy Family one of the first 

schools in England to be awarded Platinum twice. 
 
We have also celebrated some very special moments and 
occasions together this term.  In September, Year 6 enjoyed 
a fabulous retreat day at St George’s College whilst in 
October, the whole school came together to celebrate 
Harvest Mass where we provided dozens of bags of food for 
the SVP to distribute to the needy in our parish. November 
saw us officially welcome our new Reception children in a 
special assembly and we also hosted an amazing World War 
2 day on site for Year 6. This featured visitors in period 
costume, 
authentic 

WW2 jeeps, an armoured reconnaissance vehicle, WW2 
motorbike and the cockpit of a Lancaster bomber. Two 
special guests also talked to the children about their 
experiences as an evacuee and as a soldier during the 
war and the children were able to handle some genuine 
WW2 medals including the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
During the day the children also did some wartime 
cookery and made teddy bears for an evacuee. 
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ST ANNE’S 
 of the highlights of this term at St Anne’s have been our immersive days 
where the children really get involved in their topics. 
 

Nurturing Nurses’ Day in Year 2 consisted of meeting ‘Florence Nightingale’ in the hall.  She told 
the children about her childhood and how she helped change nursing for the better.  The children 
worked as a team to create a poster all about the nurse they felt was the most significant and then 
presented it to the other children.  In the afternoon, a modern day nurse visited the school and the 
children asked lots of inquisitive questions. 
 
 

 
There was also Spanish day in Year 3 where the 
children tasted Spanish food, made information 
leaflets all about Spain, even having flamenco lessons 
from an ‘actual’ flamenco dancer! 
 
Year 5 travelled to INTECH science centre, in 
Winchester, to visit the planetarium.  The children 
used the swirling ceiling of thousands of stars and 
planets to assist them in their topic on space.  They 
also took part in a rocket making workshop and 
blasted their very own rockets across a zip line. 
 
Brilliant immersion had by all. 

 
We’ve also been doing some work with our community and linking this with our preparations for 
Advent.  Many children have made a ‘love in a box’ to send to several different worthy recipients 
for Christmas.  These include those elderly men and women that our Year 3 children visit at the 
local nursing home, boys and girls in hospital over Christmas and those which a couple of local 
charities support.  We have been really pleased by everybody’s contributions. 
 
In addition, we have started the Travelling Crib.  It is a special bag, containing items related to 
Advent which is sent home to one family, in each class, per night.  The children and families seem 
to be enjoying the experience of setting aside time together and really reflecting on the true 
meaning of Christmas. 
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ST THOMAS 
 Thomas of Canterbury is delighted to be a part of Xavier and have enjoyed our first term 
as part of the family! 
 

We encourage all of our children – and staff – to make 
S=P+A+C+E for their learning – finding Success through 
Perseverance, a positive can-do Attitude, Confidence and 
Effort. This year we have added a focus on wellbeing and 
mental health with our S=P+A+C+E for ME initiative based 
on building resilience across our whole school community. 
 
All of the curriculum is celebrated at St Thomas’ with a 
passion and this sits alongside our love of performing – art, 
drama, music, dance. Some of our highlights this term 
include our Harvest celebration where the whole school 
performed to a hall full of grandparents and visitors from our 
local residential homes who then enjoy a tea served to them 
by the Year 6s. We enjoyed a wellbeing week with visits from 
the Guildford Flames and the Life Bus and our choirs have 
performed with St Peter’s school in their winter concerts, at 
the Royal Albert Hall singing the Messiah and were in the 
final 12 schools in the recent Virgin Radio 12 schools of 
Christmas song competition. 
 
All the year groups 

have enjoyed exciting trips to build on their learning in school 
although I’m not sure Year 2 actually enjoyed their boat and 
walking tour of London on one of the wettest days of the 
Autumn… living where we do, we have studied Tudors in the 
Tudor buildings of the RGS and Victorians in the Guildford 
Spike. 
 
We’re gearing up for all the fun of Advent and Christmas and 
not forgetting the General Election which we shall be 
replicating in school – pollsters have no idea of the likely 
outcome here either! 
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ST CUTHBERT MAYNE 

WELL DONE to our new School Council for the positive impact that they have already 
had on our school this term. They have represented pupil voice at our meetings and planned 
activities and fundraising for Anti-Bullying Week 2019. In addition, they have reorganised playtime 
activities and made great suggestions about how to improve our school further, including 
designing our school menu to ensure that it includes healthy and delicious options.  
Anti-bullying week 2019 
Children took part in a range of activities during the week ranging 
from raising awareness of anti-bullying through Odd Sock Day and 
our dress in Blue day. The police visited Reception with a police 
car and then led a whole school assembly. Children took part in 
drama workshops to give them strategies to recognise, prevent 
and combat bullying. 
Sport 
A greater number of pupils have been taking part in sporting 
events with many of our children taking part in the weekly Park 
Run on a Sunday. Following on from the outstanding 
performance of our Key Stage Two team who won District 
Sports Winners 2019, children have continued to be 
successful in a range of sports including netball, running and 
football.  This has been followed by our Key Stage Two 
swimmers who came third overall in the Cranleigh Schools’ 
Swimming Gala. 
Parent partnership 
A great deal of school improvement has happened since we 
joined Xavier in November 2019. The whole school has been redecorated and improved to ensure 
that the learning environment is as good as it can be for teachers. Improvements to outside areas 
have included; the development of the outdoor classroom for Year One and also the 
redevelopment of our ‘Awe and Wonder 
Garden’. During the summer holidays a 
working party of parents redesigned and 
renovated this lovely area which has is now 
used for a variety of learning as well as at 
break times.  
 
 
 
 
  



ST PETERS 
he term started well at St Peter’s with our annual 
Presentation Evening in St Joseph’s Church, 
Guildford with awards for all year groups and 
subjects.  We celebrated with our guest speaker 

Mary Branson (a former student) who is a sculpture artist 
and inspired us with tales of her career in the creative 
industry. 
 
The highlight of the evening is always the Year 13 
special achievement awards including Gold DofE 
participants and the highest academic achievement 
award for Fin McManus who achieved four A* grades. 
 
Whether moving on to university, training or the workplace, we rejoiced in their achievements and 
are honoured to have been part of their journey. 
 

After saying farewell to our outgoing students, we 
marked the arrival of our new Year 7 students with a 
24 hour retreat in the Surrey Hills.  Each tutor group 
spends a day and a night with their form tutor, Head 
of Year and Kevin, our Chaplain, bonding together 
and learning about spiritual life at St Peter’s.  A 
mixture of team games, self-reflection and prayer 
means the students make new friends, give thanks 
for everything they have in the world and set their 
sights on how they can be ‘Christ to all’ during their 
time at St Peter’s. Once all groups have completed 
their retreat, the year group celebrates their welcome 
Mass at St Pius Church. 

 
 
A highlight of the term was our annual school 
production held over three evenings.  This year 
saw over 60 students performing in or supporting 
‘Arabian Nights’.  Clever storytelling and brilliant 
comic timing made for an entertaining show, 
once again showcasing some of the extremely 
talented actors that we are proud to have at St 
Peter’s. 
 
 

Joining Xavier on 1st October has already facilitated 
lots of collaboration with Salesian and SJB, 
especially on learning and teaching.  Another 
highlight this term has been welcoming students 
from St Thomas of Canterbury School choir to 
perform in our autumn concert.  They performed one 
piece on their own and then joined our girls’ choir for 
a second piece. It was a delight to host them and 
great to see some of the talent that will contribute to 
our own choirs in the future. 
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ST AUGUSTINE 
We have been bedding in a number of new initiatives, such as 
Power Maths, the Power of Reading and the International 
Primary Curriculum which have led to many highlights and 
wonderful moments this term. Recently we had a big court case 
in Year 1 with the Big Bad Wolf on trial.  

 

Following the diagnosis of a couple of our colleagues with 
cancer, a team of staff decided to participate in the Shine Walk 

in September, raising much money for Cancer charities. In October we sent two teams to compete in the 
UKMT Primary Team Maths Challenge where St 
Augustine’s were awarded first and second places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In November 
our Girls 
Football team 
played some 
fantastic 
football winning 
the Surrey 

Heath Tournament at Frimley Lodge Park. It was a real pleasure to 
see the enthusiasm, energy and skill that all the players produced. 
The school and staff have continued to benefit greatly from working 
with our talented colleagues from Xavier, notably observing in each other’s schools, sharing best practice 
and expertise. Staff have worked together developing new projects to enhance learning further. It’s 
wonderful to be part of such a supportive and dynamic group. 
 
 
  



SALESIAN 
 commitment of staff, support of parents and dedication of students, have once again 
delivered some great successes at Salesian this year. 
 

We had an outstanding year of results with the class of 2019 breaking all records and placing Salesian in 
the top 1% of schools nationally, 90% of our Year 11 students achieved grades of 9-4 (A*-C) in their 
GCSEs.  
 
The students’ successes were further celebrated during the Autumn term with our Celebration of Awards 
Evening in September, Achievement’s Evening in October and the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Evening in 
November, highlighting the importance of not only the accomplishments of exam results but also the longer 
lasting happiness which can be drawn from ‘how you make people feel’.  Closely echoing the words of Don 
Bosco who stated that education should contribute towards the purpose of young people becoming ‘good 
Christians and honest citizens’. 
 
Creative Arts continues to flourish as Salesian College put on two fantastic performances last week of 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream in Centenary Hall. The Music Department with its ever-
expanding choirs, workshops 
and masterclasses have graced 
the year with no end of concerts 
and musical events including 
submitting entries to over ten 
different classes, spanning six 
different nights of the Woking 
Music Festival. 
 
There was a Year 11 Soiree held 
in November with the students 
performing their solo and 
ensemble pieces to parents, 
friends and the Year 10 GCSE 
students. November also 
involved an incredible Indian 
Dhol Drumming workshop for 
students from Years 7-11; they 
had the opportunity to learn the 
fundamental technique of playing 
these instruments as well as developing their rhythmic and ensemble skills. 
 
The second week of November saw the commencement of our first annual Anti-Bullying Week, to raise 
awareness for the topic. The week was a huge success with our ‘odd socks and odd ties’ day providing 
Salesian with an array of colours and patterns which created fantastic photo opportunities whilst also being 
a great way to physically raise awareness of such an important issue and to encourage our students to talk 
openly and honestly. 
 
The Autumn Term has provided a plethora of opportunities for school trips, events and celebration which, 
with the hard work of staff and students, we hope to bring forward into the Spring Term after a restful 
Christmas break.   
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