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OUR SHARED VISION  
Every child at St Thomas of Canterbury 

is special and will achieve their full 

potential academically, socially, 

spiritually and emotionally through the 

provision of a loving community and 

rich and varied learning opportunities 

and the highest quality teaching and 

learning. 

Every staff member at St Thomas of 

Canterbury will feel valued and enabled 

to provide the opportunities that we want 

for our children and to do so as part of a 

loving community which has the highest 

expectations of and for all. 

Every Governor at St Thomas of 

Canterbury will feel valued and enabled 

to act as a critical friend to the 

School and to be accountable for the 

School’s strategy.  They will play a visible 

role supporting all children, their 

parents and staff at School and in the 

wider community, to provide the best 

environment possible for learning and 

spiritual growth. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School family. 

We show this in our respect, kindness and love for others and by treating other 

people as we wish to be treated ourselves. 

We will encourage everyone to be the best that we can be. 

 

OUR SCHOOL AIMS 
 

To guide our children to grow in the love of 

God and build relationships that will enable 

them to make a positive contribution to the 

school and society. 
* 

To develop an exciting, challenging and creative 

curriculum that produces confident and 

successful learners who are the best that they 

can be. 
* 

To develop high quality learning that enables 

every child to flourish, to discover their talents 

and be lifelong learners. 
* 

To establish a teaching and learning 

environment that encourages everyone to 

enjoy, to achieve, to be inclusive, to be healthy, 

and to stay safe. 
* 

To nurture a strong partnership between home 

and school. 
* 

To have respect and understanding for our 

school, our community and our world, helping 

our children to become responsible citizens and 

good role models. 

The

CHILD

Nothing 
but the 

CHILD

The 
whole 

CHILD



 

Learning in Year 3 

 
Welcome back! Firstly, may we say a big thank you for your very generous gifts and festive good 
wishes. We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas and wish you all a very Happy New Year. 
 

Special Events: 
Thursday 30th January  St James Class Worship (0900) 
Monday 3rd February Trip to Guildford 
Thursday 13th February ‘Curiouser and Curiouser’ S=P+A+C+E Challenge Day (fancy dress) 
Monday 10th February  Parents Evening 
Thursday 28th February Parents Evening  
Thursday 12th March  Year 3 Mass at St Pius 
Thursday 2nd April  River studies trip to Dapdune Wharf 
 

Main Aim and Key skills we are focusing on this term: 
Being confident and successful S=P+A+C+E  learners. 
Key Skills: Team Work, Risk Taking, Time Management and Independence. 
 

Homework: 
Homework will follow the same routines as last term: 

 Reading: In Year 3 we ask that the children read at home to an adult every day for 10-20 minutes and discuss what 

they have read. Please could parents record the numbers of at least 2 fiction/non-fiction questions that you have 

asked your child, each week, in their reading record. These questions can be found inside the front and back covers 

of the reading record. 

 Maths: Every other Friday the children will be set Maths homework, this will either be a Maths activity set by us, or 

a times table with associated division facts to learn.  

 SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar): Every Monday your child will have a list of spellings to practise and 

learn for homework. Spellings are tested the following Monday. Every other week on a Friday the children will also 

be set a page from the Jolly Grammar Booklet to complete.  

 Other subjects will be given out throughout the term, usually one piece per topic. 

Please may we remind you that homework diaries and reading records are to be signed weekly.  

This term’s connector: 
Our connector through which most of our learning will take place is Journey to Wonderland.  

 
Challenge and Celebration 
We will celebrate our term’s learning at our ‘Curiouser and Curiouser’ S=P+A+C+E Challenge Day. 
The children will be using the skills and knowledge that they have learnt during the term to undertake various challenges 
during the Celebration Day.  
 
The Year 3 team wish you a happy and successful start to the year. 
 

Contact 
3J St James Mark Jones          mrjones@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
3S St Susanna Sandra Stemp mrsstemp@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 

their learning 
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



At St Thomas of Canterbury we 
promote high expectations with the 
children by encouraging them to make 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning, to have 
a growth mindset and a can do 
attitude. We discuss with the children 
the importance of working outside 
their comfort zone and in their 
challenge zone 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We focus on building that resilience for life and ensuring our wellbeing and good mental health 

by making S=P+A+C+E for ME 



 

Topics: Journeys, Listening and Sharing, Giving All (Lent) 

Discrete … 
Can we: 
Ask and respond to questions about events which mark the 
year or season? 
Ask questions about what people wonder about how we 
help each other on the journey through the year? 
Describe the liturgical year? 
Give reasons why Catholics celebrate certain feasts? 
Ask and respond to questions about listening and sharing? 
Use religious words and phrases to describe what happens 
during the Eucharist? 
Describe some ways in which Christians share the Good 
News of Jesus? 
Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect our own 
and others’ attitudes to giving? 
Retell the stories of Holy Week and the Resurrection? 
Describe some ways and give reasons why Christians use 
the time of Lent to give to others? 

Can we: 
Retell the story of Alice in Wonderland in our own words? 
Use a range of conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because, although) 
to extend our sentences? 
Use the past and present tense appropriately? 
Can we discuss the differences between Wonderland and our 
real world? 
Use our knowledge to link other imaginative stories? 
Re-write our own imaginative story? 
 

Discrete … 
Can we: 
Listen to and discuss fiction stories and plays? 
Read play scripts? 
Retell a story in different ways? 
Write a play script, set it out correctly and perform it? 
Ask questions to improve our understanding of a text? 
Understand characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives? 
Use apostrophes of possession and contraction? 
Read our own writing aloud with appropriate intonation? 

Can we: 
Calculate the perimeter of our playground? 
Measure/weigh ingredients with some accuracy? 
Add and subtract amounts of money to give change? 

Discrete … 
Can we: 
Measure, compare, add and subtract lengths (m, cm, mm)? 
Measure the perimeter of simple 2D shapes? 
Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, 
place value, and more complex addition and subtraction involving the 
above? 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 x tables? 
Calculate mathematical statements using the multiplication facts that we 
know, including two-digit times one-digit numbers, using mental methods 
and progressing to formal written methods? 
Estimate and tell the time to the nearest minute from an analogue clock, 
including using Roman numerals, 12 hour and 24 hour clocks? 
Record and compare time? 
Know the number of seconds in a minute, days in a month, year and leap 
year? 
Compare the duration of events? 
Recognise that tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 equal parts and 
in dividing one-digit numbers by 10? 
Count up and down in tenths? 
Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects: unit 
fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators? 

Can we: 
Study aspects of our local area (e.g. rivers) and how it has 
changed over time? 

 CONNECTOR 
 

 

 
 

Can we: 
Use field work to observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area? 
Use a range of methods including mapping, planning and 
photographing to investigate our local area? 
Understand how rivers affect our local area? 
Describe and understand key aspects of rivers? 
Understand the four points of the compass 
Understand and use 4 figure grid references 
Compare Merrow’s geographical features with Busenya 

Can we: 
Follow procedures for safety and hygiene. 
Follow a recipe. 

Can we: 
Record observations of landscapes around us? 

Discrete … 



Adapt a recipe to change the appearance, taste, texture 
and aroma. 
Make healthy substitutions in a recipe. 

Find out about surrealism and surrealist artists? 
Improve our skills in painting and drawing? 

 

Discrete … 
Can we: 
Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly? 
Recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour online? 
Identify a range of ways to report concerns about content 
and contact online? 
Use search technologies effectively? 
Plan and enter a sequence of instructions to achieve an 
algorithm with a robot to achieve specific outcomes and 
debug where necessary? 
Solve open ended problems with a floor robot? 
Create an algorithm for a specific purpose? 
Put lines of programming into the correct order? 
Talk about algorithms planned by others and identify any 
problems? 

Can we: 
Compare how things move on different surfaces? 

Discrete … 
Can we:  
Identify different types of teeth and their function? 
Investigate what effects different drinks have on teeth? 
Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the human 
digestive system? 
Notice that some forces need contact between 2 objects, but 
magnetic forces can act at a distance? 
Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and 
materials? 
Describe magnets as having 2 poles? 
Predict whether 2 magnets will attract or repel each other by 
looking at the poles? 

Journey to Wonderland  
To choreograph a routine that tells a story with jumps, rolls 
and balances. 

Discrete … 
 
 
Team games: 
In this unit children learn how to work well as a team when 
attacking, and explore a range of ways to defend. 

Musicianship: Jolly Music Book 1 
Walk and clap the beat simultaneously. Recognise and 
show three pitches (HML). Show the pitch and a visual 
representation of the pitch. Pitch discernment – listening 
for pitch changes. Singing games (little sally water, lucy 
locket, Star light). Visual representation of the beat.  
Composition: Writing rhythms 
Performance: Singing games  
Sing songs related to our topic 
Listening and appraising: BBC Ten Pieces 

Can we: 
Explore ways in which people affect the environment? 
Explore the rituals celebrated in Church? 
That there are different kinds of responsibilities and rights 
and that these can sometimes conflict.  
Ask someone when their birthday is? 
Write an invitation? 
Follow instructions? 

Discrete … 
Can we: 
Talk and write about our families? 
Say how old we are? 
Join in with French rhymes and songs? 
Say and write the numbers to 20? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


