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Making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
 
 



Welcome to Year 4! 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can 
understand and follow our 

 
This year we are developing our work around mental health and wellbeing: Making 

s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key 
attitudes to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity 

that comes our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 4 
 
A warm welcome to Year 4.   
 
The classes are St. Kea (Mr Kitcatt, 4K) and St. Peter (Miss Petley and Mr Whitfield, 4P). Our year 
group staff team includes Mrs Desanges, Mrs Gibbs and Mrs Slominski. 
 
Connector: 
 
Our topic this term is going to be ‘All Roads lead to Rome.’ 
 
Special Events: 
Wb 23rd September   –  Baking week 
Monday 23rd September  – Curriculum Evening 
Wb 7th October   -   Rolls Week 
Tuesday 8th October  – St Peter’s Chertsey Museum Trip 
Thursday 10th October             – St Kea’s Chertsey Museum Trip 
Thurs 17th/Mon 21st October  -            Parents Evening 
Tuesday 10th December  – Yr 3/4 Afternoon Christmas Performance 
Wednesday 11th December  – Yr 3/4 Evening Christmas Performance  
Tuesday 17th December - Roman Day (ending with Roman Feast) 
 
Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our new S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 

 Being independent 

 Being resilient 

 Being creative 

 Planning 

 Being accurate 

 Listening 

Challenge and Celebration: 
The children will be challenged to work as a group to plan a Roman Feast this must include a 
standard, a menu of suitable food, and a play as an entertainment.  This will be held on our Roman 
Day at the end of term where the children (and staff) will spend the day dressed as Romans. 
 
Homework: 
Reading: In Year 4 we ask children to read at home every day for 10-20 minutes.  As they become 
fluent, it is not necessary for every session to be reading aloud to an adult, but they should do this 
twice a week and regularly discuss their books using questions in their Reading record books.  Please 
could parents record the number of questions from the sheets that children are answering in the 
reading record books.  
 
Spelling:  Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each week.  This will alternate 
between a list of spellings to practise and a 3 part grid of spelling pattern/homophones/Year 3/4 
words. During Mr Lewin’s Spelling challenge, the children will be practising just the Year 3/4 words.  It 
is up to you how children learn their spellings, such as writing, reading, practice, test. 
 
Maths:  Once a week children will be set maths homework.  This will either be an online task or 
practising a mental maths skill in particular the timetables. We will also be continuing with Mr 
Lewin’s Times Table Challenge to help the children prepare for the standardised online test in July. 



 
Sometimes other homework may be set during the week, such as learning words for a performance, 
items to bring in or a research task.  

 
Resources 
Can we ask please that your child has a pencil case containing a couple of pens, pencils, a rubber, 
pencil sharpener and a glue stick. Replacement handwriting pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers and pencil 
sharpeners will be available to buy during the year from our new Stationery Store being organised by 
School Council. 
 

The Year 4 team would like to thank you in advance for your support and look forward to a happy and 
successful year. 
 
Contacts: 
4K St. Kea Mr D Kitcatt  mrkitcatt@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
4P St. Peter Miss M Petley  misspetley@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
  Mr Whitfield  mrwhitfield@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
 
N.B The curriculum is delivered through a combination of discrete teaching and teaching through the 
Connector.  
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Discrete … 
Study their own and Jesus’ family tree. 
Understand the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 
Understand Advent as a time to prepare 
for the gift of Jesus. 
Know about the Jewish Holy books. 

 
Identify evidence of historical settings in 
stories. 
Write a story set in Roman times. 
Sequence historical stories. 
To write a play script set in Roman time.  
To perform a short play. 
 
Discrete … 
Use and identify powerful verbs, adjectives 
and adverbs. 
Use time connectives. 
Write an informal letter. 
Group text into paragraphs. 
Further develop comprehension skills. 
To continue to use adverbs, conjunctions and 
prepositions in their writing. 
To use adverbial phrases. 

Read Roman numerals from 1-100 and 
know how the numeral system 
changed. 
Use dates to solve number problems 
involving 4 digit numbers. 
 
Discrete … 
Learn the 3,4,6,7,8,9 x tables and the 
related division facts. 
Recognise place value of 4 digit 
numbers. 
Rounding 4 digit numbers. 
To count backwards through zero. 
Add and subtract numbers using 
column method. 
Finding area. 
Solve problems. 

Explain who invaded Britain and why 
Use primary and secondary sources to 
investigate the ‘Romanisation of Britain’ 
and recognise the legacy the Romans 
left behind 
Learn about the British resistance led by 
Boudicca and understand how written 
evidence can be a mixture of facts and 
opinions 
Order key events chronologically.  
 
Discrete … 
 

 

 

 

 

Use the internet for independent 
research into the Roman period. 
Use desktop publishing to create a 
front cover.  
Create a spreadsheet to explore how 
length of bones can give archaeologists 
clues to the age of a skeleton.  
 
Discrete … 
Use internet and other technology 
safely. 
To write a simple program. 

Compare a healthy diet with what rich 
and poor Romans ate. 
Investigate, bake and taste Roman 
bread  
 
Discrete …  
Recognise what is needed for a healthy 
diet 
Design, bake and evaluate their own 
flavoured bread. 

Recognise and name some of the countries 
of the Roman Empire. 
Recognise the location of Roman roads and 
towns in the UK. 
 Create maps with a key. 
Discrete … 
Use maps, digital maps and atlases. 
 

 
 
Discrete … 
Sort animals into vertebrates and 
invertebrates 
Name key bones. 
Know the function of bones and 
muscles. 
Know how sound is made and how it 
travels.  

Record observations, ideas and designs 
in sketch books 
Research artists wall art/ murals from 
Roman to modern times including 
Roman mosaics  
 
Discrete … 
Improve techniques with paints, pencil 
and other materials.  

– Learning for Life  

To contrast the rights and freedoms we have 
today with those during Roman rule. 
 
Discrete … 
Manage a family budget. 
Understand what is needed for a healthy 
diet. 
Investigate the effects of exercise on the 
body and recognise its importance.  
Discuss issues of bullying. 

 
 
Discrete … 
Recapping French from Year 3 then: 
Making statements about how I travel 
to school 
Describing the weather 
Knowing the days of the week 
 



Dance: 
To create large group dances inspired 
by legions of soldiers or the roman 
gods. 
Gymnastics: 
To create small phrases with a partner, 
this will be performed for the Emperor 
at the Colosseum.  
 
Discrete … 
Dance: 
In this unit children focus on creating 
characters and narrative through 
movement and gesture. They gain 
inspiration from a range of subjects, 
and work in pairs and small groups. 
Gymnastics: 
In this unit children create sequences 
that include changes of level and 
speed, and focus on using different 
body shapes clearly. They work mostly 
with a partner or in a small group. 
Team Games: 
In this unit children learn simple 
attacking tactics using a range of 
equipment and skills, and start to think 
about how to organise themselves to 
defend their goals. They start by 
playing small, uneven-sided games, and 
move on to even-sided games.

Learning songs of greater complexity 
Developing accuracy, tonal quality, 
clarity and confidence in singing and 
performing 
Working with percussion instruments 
Songs about the Romans for the Harvest 
Concert 
 
Discrete … 
Songs and carols for the Christmas 
Concert 
Percussion accompaniment for the 
Christmas Concert 
Special events … 
Harvest Concert 
Christmas Concert 
 

 

 

 

 


