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Making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
 
 



Welcome to Year 6! 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can 
understand and follow our 

 
This year we are developing our work around mental health and wellbeing: Making 

s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key attitudes 
to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity that comes 

our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 6 
 
A warm welcome to Year 6.   
 
The classes are St. Dominic (Miss Davies and Mrs Marsden (Tuesday) – 6D) and St. George (Mrs Grove 
and Mrs Hull (Thursday and Friday – 6G). Our year group staff team includes Mrs English, Mrs 
Mitchinson, Mrs Peace, Mrs Skobelski and Mrs Slominski. 
 
Connector: 
 
‘Great Expectations’ 
 
Special Events: 
Tuesday 17th September   6G visit to The Spike 
Wednesday 18th September   6D visit to The Spike 
Monday 23rd September   Curriculum Evening 
Thursday 26th September    Year 6 Mass at St Pius 
Thursday 22nd October   Harvest Festival   
Thursday 17th October   6D Class Worship 
Tuesday 30th October    Open Day – giving guided tours of the school  
TBC - November    Visit from Guildford Flames 
Thursday 21st November   6G Class Worship 
Wednesday 27th November   Victorian S=P+A+C+E Challenge Day 
Thursday 19th December   Year 5 and 6 Advent Service  
 
Aim/Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our new S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 
 
To be confident and successful learners: 
Follow the steps to success, learn from your mistakes, enjoy your learning, listen carefully, select and 
present information appropriately, use times and resources effectively, recognise when to challenge 
myself, solve problems, show and explain to others, share ideas confidently, inference and deduction 
to offer explanations, use feedback to improve mine and others’ work, setting a good example to 
others and empathising with others. 
 

S=P+A+C+E Day: 
 
The children will research Victorian life, including Christmas, and immerse themselves in a Victorian 
school experience.  
 
Homework: 
 

 Reading:  In Year 6 we ask that the children read at home every day for 20-30 minutes and discuss 

what they have read.  Please could the children record the numbers of at least 4 fiction/non-

fiction questions each week, in their reading record.  These questions can be found inside the 

front and back covers of the reading record. 

 Spelling:  Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each week for homework 

consisting of spellings from the new curriculum. They will also be required to write some 

sentences linked to specific grammatical features (further guidance will be in their books). 



 Grammar:  The children will receive a ‘SPAG Splash’ each night to further embed their 

understanding of grammatical terms. 

 Maths:  The children will be set a ‘Dollop of Maths’ each night; they will receive a problem solving 

question a day to support their familiarisation of mathematical vocabulary. 

 Other homework tasks such as: research activities, an RE activity, song words for a performance 

etc. will also be set over the course of the year. 

Resources 
 
Can we ask please that your child has a well-supplied pencil case for September (including a glue stick!). 
Replacement handwriting pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers and pencil sharpeners will be available to buy 
during the year from our Stationery Store, organised by School Council. 
 
Contacts: 
 
6D St. Dominic  Miss A Davies   missdavies@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
   Mrs Marsden   mrsmarsden@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
 
6G St. George    Mrs A Grove   mrsgrove@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs Hull   mrshull@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
 
 
N.B The curriculum is delivered through a combination of discrete teaching and teaching through the 
Connector.  
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Explore spiritual expectations 
Know and understand that Advent is a 
time of joyful expectation of Christmas, 
the Word, a human person, Jesus 
 
Discrete … 
Explore the love and care of people 
Know and understand God’s love is 
unconditional and never ending 
Explore commitment in life 
Know and understand the vocation of 
priesthood and religious life 
Acquire the skills of assimilation, 
celebration and application of the 
above 

 
Take notes 
Write character/setting descriptions 
Write a dialogue 
Read fiction/non-fiction texts and discuss the 
meaning of words 
Draw inferences and infer character’s 
thoughts and feelings 
Make predictions and answer what if 
questions. 
Ask relevant questions 
Use strategies to build vocabulary 
Speak audibly and fluently 

 
Discrete … 
Plan writing, identifying the audience and 
purpose 
Write formal and informal letters using the 
formal and informal tone  
Write a non-chronological report (Open Day 
leaflet) 
Use organisational and presentational 
devices to structure a text 
Write a persuasive speech 
Proof read and edit spelling and punctuation 

Explore the origins and use of an 
abacus 
Group data, construct frequency 
tables, draw and interpret bar graphs 
using grouped data 
Discrete … 
Read, write, order and compare 
numbers to 10,000,000 and determine 
the value of each digit 
Round any whole number to a required 
degree of accuracy 
Use negative numbers in context, and 
calculate intervals across zero 
Solve addition and subtraction multi 
step problems in contexts, deciding 
which operations and methods to use 
and why 
Multiply multi-digit number up to 4 
digits by a 2 digit number using the 
formal written method of long 
multiplication 
Use common factors to simplify 
fractions; use common multiples to 
express fractions in the same 
denomination 
Compare and order fractions, including 
fractions > 1 
Add and subtract fractions with 
different denominations and mixed 
numbers 
Multiply simple pairs of proper 
fractions, writing the answer in its 
simplest form 
Divide proper fractions by whole 
numbers 
Recall and use equivalences between 
simple fractions, decimals and 
percentages, including in different 
contexts 

A local history study  
Research a Victorian workhouse and 
Spike 
Investigate Victorian crime and 
punishment and compare with modern 
day 
Study of Dr. Barnardo and learn how he 
influenced Victorian society 
Investigate artefacts to gain an 
understanding of the past 
 
Discrete … 
Develop a chronological understanding 
of local British history and sequence 
events 

 

 

 

 

Create a PowerPoint about 
expectations 
Select appropriate programmes and 
software to present and share different 
work 
Use the Internet to research effectively 
and critically evaluate websites 
 
Discrete … 
Recognise the importance of online-
safety and use technology respectfully 
and responsibly 
Write and debug programs 
Discuss our digital footprint 



Design and make a Victorian Christmas 
tree decoration using a range of 
materials 
Evaluate and analyse a range of 
products 
Understand how the Victorians 
influence Christmas decorations 
Understand and use electrical circuits in 
a Christmas tree decoration – using a 
push switch and bulb 
 
Discrete … 
Develop sewing, cutting, measuring, 
pattern making and embroidery skills 
 
 

Use maps and atlases to name and locate 
countries in the British Empire 
Identify and describe human and physical 
geography in countries of the 
Commonwealth 
 
Discrete … 
Understand key aspects of deserts and 
mountains 
Learn about the issues surrounding the Coral 
Reef in Australia 

Research Victorian scientists and their 
discoveries  
 
Discrete … 
Plan scientific enquires to answer 
questions 
Record, report and present data and 
accurate observations from 
investigations 
Make predictions using scientific 
knowledge  
Use recognised symbols to represent 
electrical components when 
constructing circuits 
Detect problems in a circuit 
Design and make a circuit for a specific 
purpose  
Recognise how light travels and how 
objects are seen 
Investigate why shadows have the 
same shape as the objects that cast 
them 

 

 

 

Research Lowry 
Identify portraits and representations of 
Queen Victoria 
Create an industrial landscape using 
charcoal and collage  
 
Discrete … 
Develop techniques in still life using 
water colours 
Have an increasing awareness of 2D 
representations

Dance:  
To choose appropriate music, 
choreography and costumes to fit 
three different aspects of the topic. 
Gymnastics:  
To link multiple phrases and routines 
to the choice of apparatus inspired by 
the music and work created in the 
topic. 
 
Discrete … 
Dance: 
In this unit children will focus on using 
different visual images as the starting 
point for composing, performing and 
watching dance. 
Gymnastics: 
In this unit children use their 
knowledge of compositional principles, 
e.g. how to use variations in speed, 
level and direction, how to combine 

Discrete … 
Developing good vocal control – 
accurate pitch, timbre and dynamics, 
improving posture, phrasing, diction 
and confidence 
Part-singing and solo singing 
Experiencing a large concert hall and 
listening to high quality performances 
Performing in church 

A French Christmas – vocabulary and 
traditions  
 
Discrete … 
The alphabet 
The planets – describing them and making 
statements about their positions 
Our locality 
My journey to school



 
Songs from Peter Pan for Harvest 
Concert 
‘Land of Hope and Glory’ for the Schools 
Prom 
Carols and Christmas music 
School Orchestra 
Special events … 
Harvest Concert 
Schools Prom at the Royal Albert Hall 
Christmas Advent/Carol Service  

– Learning for Life  

Roles and responsibilities in Year 6 including 
School Council and buddies 
Discrete … 
Reflect on the importance of God’s 
unconditional love 
Recognise and reduce the risk of electrical 
safety in the home and the wider world 
To recognise how images in the media (and 
online) do not always reflect reality and can 
affect how people feel about themselves. 
To recognise what positively and negatively 
affects their physical, mental and emotional 
health. 
Drugs Freeze (Guildford Flames) – Learn 
which commonly available substances and 
drugs are legal and illegal, their effects and 
risks 
Develop appropriate techniques to resist 
pressure from friends and others with regard 
to tobacco, alcohol and drugs 
Anti-Bullying Week – Realise the nature and 
consequences of racism, teasing, bullying 
and aggressive behaviour 
Develop ways to deal with the consequences 
of wrong choices
 

and link actions, how to relate to 
partners and apparatus, to develop se-
quences that show an awareness of 
their audience. 
Team Games: 
In this unit children improve their 
defending and attacking play. They 
start to play even-sided mini-versions 
of invasion games, focusing on just two 
games throughout the unit, e.g. 
football and hockey, netball and rugby, 
basketball and rugby.

 


