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Making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
 
 



Welcome to Year 5! 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can 
understand and follow our 

 
This year we are developing our work around mental health and wellbeing: Making 

s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key 
attitudes to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity 

that comes our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 5 
 
A warm welcome to Year 5 and Upper Key Stage 2. 
 
Our class names are: Saint Catherine for 5C (Mrs Carney’s class) and Saint Teresa for 5T (Mrs Terry 
and Mrs Carter’s class). Our year group staff team includes Mrs Gordon (SCITT teacher) who will be 
working in St Catherine’s and Mrs Eckhardt and Miss Waters who will be working as LSAs in Year 5. 
 
Special Events: 
Monday 23rd September  Curriculum Evening 
Tuesday 24th September  Hampton Court Palace 
Monday 7th October   Tudor Visit to the RGS 5C 
Monday 14th October   Tudor Visit to the RGS 5T 
Friday 25th October               Chertsey Museum (in school) 
Thursday 7th November   Prayer Service 
Friday 8th November                Macbeth Workshop (in school) 
Tuesday 22nd November  Tudor Feast (in school) 
Thursday 19th December              Year 5 and 6 Advent Service 7pm St Pius 
 
Connector: 
To Behead or Not to Behead? That is the Question. 
 
Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our new S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 

 Managing my time 

 Managing resources 

 Working as a team 

 Contributing 

 Questioning  

 Information processing  

 Critical thinking  

Challenge and Celebration: 
To prepare and take part in a Tudor Banquet. 
 
Homework: 

 Reading: Reading for 20-30 minutes every day.  Please can we ask parents to listen to their child 

read at least once a week.  During this time please help them to understand the meaning of new 

words and to lead a discussion on the text.   Please could parents record the numbers (e.g. A1, B2 

etc.) of at least 4 comprehension questions that have been asked, in the Reading Record books 

and initial.    

 Spellings, spelling rules and patterns:  The children will be given a list of spellings with the 

rules/patterns each week for homework. It is also important that the children learn the meanings 

of the words.  

 Times Tables: Every week children are asked to revise their Times Tables, up to 12x12, and their 

related division facts (e.g. 6x8=48 so 48÷6=8 and 48÷8=6).  

 Other Homework Tasks:  A grammar homework booklet, usually taken from the Jolly Grammar 

Scheme, which the children have been following in previous years, will continue to be set on a 

weekly basis.  



Additional homework will include Maths tasks, personal research, topic based work.  

 

Resources 

Can we ask please that your child has a well-supplied pencil case for September (including a glue 

stick). Replacement handwriting pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers and pencil sharpeners will be available 

to buy during the year from our new Stationery Store which is organised by the School Council. 

Contacts: 
 
5C St Catherine Mrs Carney  mrscarney@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
5T St Teresa  Mrs Terry   mrsterry@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk   
   Mrs Carter  mrscarter@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
 
 
 
N.B. The curriculum is delivered through a combination of discrete teaching and teaching through the 
Connector.  
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Discrete … 
Domestic Church: Ourselves 

 To know ourselves and to appreciate 

that our value and uniqueness is 

central to our well being 

Sacraments: Life Choices  

 Whatever life choices we make the 

Christian is called to a commitment 

of holiness and service of others 

Advent/Christmas 
To understand Advent as a time of 
preparation and waiting. 

 
 Investigate features of a newspaper. 

 Write newspaper reports 

 Read and research non-fiction texts for 
information 

 Write historical reports and narratives 

 Have class debate ’Should Henry be 
allowed to divorce Catherine of Aragon?’ 

 Read Macbeth: dramatise and learn 
extracts for recitals 

 Participate in Macbeth drama workshop 

 Write poetry in the style of Shakespeare  

 Write in the role of characters from 

Macbeth 

Discrete … 

 Read a wide range of genres and answer 
questions to show comprehension. 

 Use dictionaries and thesauruses 

 Learn spelling rules and patterns 

 Apply grammar rules to writing 

 Use shapes, angles and measurement 
to design and construct Tudor houses. 

 Tudor data handling. 
 
Discrete … 

 Place Value, including decimals. 

 Number sequences and patterns 
including negative numbers. 

 Quick recall of times tables up to 12 x 
12 and related division facts. 

 Addition, subtraction and 
multiplication using formal methods. 

 Roman numerals. 

 Multiples and Factors 

 Squared and Cubed numbers 

 Multiplication and Division. 

 Use historical sources to find 
information 

 Investigate evidence of the Tudor 
period in our local area. 

 To be able to place the Tudor period 
within the chronology of Britain’s 
history. 

 Investigate life in Tudor times  

 To understand what the Reformation 
was 

 To be able to explain what effect the 
Tudors had on our lives today 

 
Discrete … 
 

 

 

 

Use a word document to produce a 
newspaper report. 
 
Discrete … 

 Understand Online Safety 

 To be able to control and programme 
a range of simulations  

 Coding using ‘Co-Co’ and ‘Purple 

Mash’ software programs. 

 Use joining techniques to make a 
wooden frame. 

 Use tools and techniques learnt to 
make Tudor houses. 

 Tudor pottage. 

Not covered this term Discrete … 

 Describe the movements of the Earth 

and other planets relative to the Sun 

in the solar system. 

 Describe the movement of the Moon 

relative to the Earth. 

 Explain the force of gravity on the 

Earth. 

 Identify the effects of friction that act 

between moving surfaces. 

 Learning about the forces of different 

mechanisms.  



  

 Investigate and appreciate the work of 
famous Tudor portrait artists. 

 Identify purpose and features of Tudor 
portraits. 

 Use mixed media to produce a portrait 

in the Tudor style.  

Discrete … 

 To learn about portraiture by drawing 
self- portraits. 

 To learn about colour mixing using 
paint. 

Discrete … 

 The alphabet 

 The planets – describing them and making 
statements about their positions (link to 
science) 

 Our locality 

 My journey to school 

– Learning for Life  

 Working successfully with others 

Discrete … 

 Anti- Bullying Week 

 Team Building Activities 

 Money matters 

 Study of instruments and music of Tudor 

times 

 Recorders, percussion and dancing for 

the Tudor Feast 

Discrete … 

 Developing vocal control – good pitch 
dynamics, improving posture, breathing 
and phrasing 

 Part-singing  

 Performance techniques and focus 

 Performing in church 

 Carols and Christmas music 

Special music events: 

 Harvest Concert 

 Tudor Feast 

 Christmas Advent/Carol Service 

 

 

Dance: 
To dance in various different styles with 
a partner. Focus will be on Tudor 
dances. 
Gymnastics: 
Children must evaluate each other’s 
gymnastic performances to choose the 
best to perform at feast.  
 
Discrete … 
Dance: 
In this unit children learn different 
styles of dance and focus on dancing 
with other people. They create, per-
form and watch dances in a range of 
styles, working with partners and 
groups. 
Gymnastics: 
In this unit children create longer 
sequences to perform for an audience. 
They learn a wider range of actions and 
explore more difficult ways to perform. 
Team Games: 
In this unit children develop skillful 
attacking and team play. They learn 
how to work well as a team when at-
tacking, and explore a range of ways to 
defend.

 


