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Making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
 
 



Welcome to Year 2! 
At St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School we have just one school rule, our : 
 

We treat others as we would like to be treated 
 

We reflect on this in school each week through our Golden Threads: 10 ways in which we can 
understand and follow our 

 
This year we are developing our work around mental health and wellbeing: Making 

s=P+A+C+E for ME  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance together with 

a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
 
Throughout this year we will be working on the Learning skills that lie behind these key 
attitudes to help each of us to improve as learners and to make the most of every opportunity 

that comes our way – our S=P+A+C+E skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning in Year 2 
 
A warm welcome to Year 2.  
Our class names are St. Elizabeth (Mrs Hills and Mrs Royce) and St. Cloud (Mrs Clarke). The other members 
of our year group staff team are Mrs Elliott, Mrs May and Mrs Della Maestra. 
 

Connector: 

Our Connector, through which most of our learning will take place, is London’s Burning. 

 
Special Events: 
Please see the Annual Calendar, website and the Weekly News for all the dates for the term ahead 
 

Monday 23rd September  – Curriculum Evening 
Thursday 10th October – Fire of London Drama Workshop 
Thursday 24th October - London Trip  
Tuesday 17th December - London’s Burning end of Topic challenge and celebration 
 
Key skills we are focusing on: 

Our new S=P+A+C+E Skills, including: 
Working as a team 
Evaluating 
Editing 
 
Challenge and Celebration: 
The children will be challenged at the end of term to present their learning about London in whichever way 
they choose. They might choose some of the following ideas like to write a play script and perform it, create 
a piece of art or write a story – but it’s totally up to them! The children will be celebrating their learning in 
themed fancy dress and they will enjoy a London themed party! 
 
Homework: 
Reading: In Year 2 we ask that children read at home with an adult for 5-10 minutes per day. Please use the 
questions at the back of their reading record books to check their understanding of the text. Also, we ask 
that you fill in the pages read and a brief comment. This will be monitored by the class teacher. There will 
also be, on occasion a reading challenge set by the class teacher, we ask that your child responds to the 
question/ challenge in their reading record books as and when these are set.  
 
Spellings and Grammar: As in Year 1, the children will get weekly spelling homework. There will be a sound 
or spelling rule to learn per week along with some Common Exception Words (CEW). This will be set up in 
school and sent home to complete as homework on a Tuesday. Please hand in homework on the following 
Monday.  A dictation on the sound and high frequency words will take place on Monday morning.  
 
Maths: Every fortnight the children will get Maths homework on a Friday. This will often be a fun activity to 
complete at home to reinforce learning at school or key ideas. Please work on the 2, 5 and 10 times tables 
with your children when possible including the division facts. 
 
(Please could the children have a glue stick for the start of the new term. Thank you!) 
 
Contacts: 
2D St. Elizabeth Mrs. Hills  mrshills@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
2D St. Elizabeth Mrs. Royce  mrsroyce@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
2C St. Cloud  Mrs. Clarke  mrsclarke@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:mrshills@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrsroyce@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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Beginnings 
Signs and Symbols 
Judaism 
Preparing 
 
Discrete … 
Understand the many beginnings each 
day offers 
Know that God is present in every 
beginning 
Explore everyday signs and symbols 
Explore signs and symbols used in 
Baptism 
Prepare for a special time 
Understand Advent is a preparation for 
the celebration of Jesus at Christmas 
 

 
Listen, respond and ask relevant questions 
Write instructions 
Write about real events  
Write poems 
Write down key ideas including new 
vocabulary to answer a question 
Write a diary entry as an eye-witness 
Retell a known story 
 
Discrete … 
Apply phonic knowledge to read and write 
Read accurately by blending words 
Listen to, discuss and express views about 
texts 
Discuss the sequence of events in books 
Form and join all letters correctly 
Be able to identify nouns, conjunctions and 
adjectives 
Identify and use a range of punctuation  

Use mathematical vocabulary to 
describe different units of time. 
Sequence intervals of time. 
 
Discrete … 
Count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and 
in tens from any number, forward and 
backward 
Recognise the place value of each digit in 
a two-digit number (tens, ones)  
Estimate numbers / position numbers on 
a blank number line 
Compare and order numbers from 0 up 
to 100; use <, > and = signs  
Use place value and number facts to 
solve problems 
Read and write numerals to at least 100 
in words 
Know addition and subtraction facts for 
pairs totalling 20  
Add 1 to a 2-digit number 
Showing that addition of two numbers 
can be done in any order (commutative) 
and subtraction of one number from 
another cannot 
  

Study a significant event beyond our 
living memories 
Understand the passing of time and gain 
a sense of chronology 
Increase historical vocabulary 
Retell a significant event from the past 
Learn about significant people from the 
past 
Use sources of evidence to learn about 
the past 
Compare life in different periods 
 
Discrete … 
Write a caption for a portrait 
Write a diary entry from the perspective 
of an eye witness of the fire 
Create a timeline of events of the Great 
Fire 
Explore artefacts and discover more 
about the fire. 

Design a functional puppet theatre  
Trial and improve ideas 
Select from and use a range of tools and 
equipment 
Evaluate our work against design ideas 
and explore ways to improve on them  
Discrete … 
Design a product for a special occasion 
 

Name, locate and identify countries and 
capital cities of the UK 
Study the human and physical geography of 
London 
Compare maps from the past to present day 
Use maps, atlases and globes 
Use simple compass directions and 
directional language 
 
Discrete … 
Name and locate countries on a simple map 
including capital cities. 
Gain an understanding of the key 
geographical features of the UK 
Create a guided tour around London using 
maps.   

Recognise that ICT can create pictures 
Use select and use different tools 
Save and edit our work 
Use a search engine to find information 
Share ideas in different forms  
 
Discrete … 
Understand what algorithms are 
Predict the behaviour of simple 
programs 
Create and debug simple programs 
Use the internet purposefully and safely  
Know that not everything on the internet 
is true 
Understand the importance of being 
kind and polite online 



 
 
 

N.B The curriculum is delivered through a combination of discrete teaching and teaching through the 
Connector. 
 

 

Appreciate the work of other artists 
Identify tools and techniques used by 
them 
Use a variety of techniques to produce 
own work 
Observe carefully to sketch accurately 
Gain an understanding of size and 
proportion 
Understand how to mix paints to 
create new shades and colours 
effectively 
 
Discrete … 
Draw and paint portraits including self-
portraits and historical portraits 
Create Land Art using Autumn objects. 

 

 

 

Discuss the reasons why London burned 
and the materials used to rebuild London. 
 
Discrete … 
Recognise and understand the properties 
of materials 
Understand why materials are selected for 
a specific purpose 
Explore the uses of every day materials  

Increasing awareness of pitch 
Developing confidence in expressive 
singing 
Developing confidence in performing 
Increasing awareness of timbre 
 
Discrete… 
Individual singing in class 
Learning and performing songs for 
harvest 
Learning and performing songs for 
Christmas 
Opportunity to work with percussion 
instruments in the Christmas 
production 
Listening to a selection of recorded 
music

Say their name and age 
Be able to use simple greetings and numbers 
Be aware of the cultural differences and 
similarities of the French language in 
comparison with English 
 
Discrete … 
Sing songs and say rhymes in French 
Make the sign of the cross and learn prayers 
in French 

This term children focus on creating and 
performing short dances that 
communicate different moods, feelings 
and ideas relating to London. 
 
Discrete … 
This term the children will be swimming 
each week at Spectrum. 
.

– Learning for Life  

Learn how rules help them and how to 
follow rules for the group or class  
 
Discrete … 
Recognise that there are different types of 
teasing and bullying is wrong 
Know how to get help to deal with bullying 
Understand how to treat themselves and 
others with respect and dignity 
Understand that they are growing and 
developing in a God-given community


