
St Thomas of Canterbury  
Catholic Primary School 

Where every child is special 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 5 

Spring Newsletter 
2019 

 

Making S=P+A+C+E for learning 



 
 

 

 
  

The 
CHILD 

Nothing 
but the 

CHILD 

The 
whole 

CHILD 

OUR SHARED VISION  
 

Every child at St Thomas of Canterbury is 

special and will achieve their full 

potential academically, socially, 

spiritually and emotionally through the 

provision of a loving community and rich 

and varied learning opportunities and the 

highest quality teaching and learning. 
 

 

Every staff member at St Thomas of 

Canterbury will feel valued and enabled 

to provide the opportunities that we want 

for our children and to do so as part of a 

loving community which has the highest 

expectations of and for all. 
 

Every Governor at St Thomas of 

Canterbury will feel valued and enabled 

to act as a critical friend to the School and 

to be accountable for the School’s 

strategy.  They will play a visible role 

supporting all children, their parents and 

staff at School and in the 

wider community, to provide the best 

environment possible for learning and 

spiritual growth. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School family. 

We show this in our respect, kindness and love for others and by treating 

other people as we wish to be treated ourselves. 

We will encourage everyone to be the best that we can be. 

 

OUR SCHOOL AIMS 
 

To guide our children to grow in the love of God 

and build relationships that will enable them to 

make a positive contribution to the school and 

society. 

  

To develop an exciting, challenging and creative 

curriculum that produces confident and successful 

learners who are the best that they can be. 

  

To develop high quality learning that enables every 

child to flourish, to discover their talents and be 

lifelong learners. 

  

To establish a teaching and learning environment 

that encourages everyone to enjoy, to achieve, to 

be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

  

To nurture a strong partnership between home 

and school. 

  

To have respect and understanding for our school, 

our community and our world, helping our 

children to become responsible citizens and good 

role models. 

 

What we are about… 



Learning in Year 5 

 
Welcome to the Spring Term!  The children have made an excellent start to the year and we are 
looking forward to the term ahead. 
 

This term’s connector: 
Our connector through which most of our learning will take is ‘By The Waters of Babylon’ 
 

Special Events: 
Tuesday 5

th
 February    – Safer Internet Day 

Friday 8
th

 February     – The Highwayman drama workshop. 
Thursday 28

th
 February & Monday 4

th
 March  - Parents’ Consultation Evenings  

Monday 18
th

 March     – Reconciliation Service  
Wednesday 3

rd
 April     – Passion Assembly  

 

Homework 
Reading: Reading for 20-30 minutes every day.  By Year 5 children are not expected to read aloud to an adult on every 
occasion as most children will be able to sustain silent reading.  However, we do ask that parents use the question 
sheets in the reading record books to lead a discussion on the text once a week.  Please could parents record the 
numbers (e.g. A1, B2 etc.) of at least 4 questions that have been asked, in the reading record books.  
 
Spellings:  The children will be given a list of spellings each week for homework.  The format of the spelling list will 
change on alternate weeks retaining the 3-part grid from previous years; whereby a section of National Curriculum 
statutory words and a section for children’s own words are included. It is important that the children find out the 
meanings of any words they are unfamiliar with so that they can use them to expand their own vocabulary. 
 
Grammar: Jolly Grammar books or grammar homework are sent home weekly for the children to complete, and then 
to be checked through with an adult.  
 
Maths: Every day children are asked to revise their Times Tables, up to 12x12, and their related division facts (e.g. 
6x8=48 so 48÷6=8 and 48÷8=6). Please could parents record tables’ progress on the sheets provided in the back of 
their homework diaries and initial. Maths tasks are sent home regularly. 
 
Other Homework Tasks:  Occasionally additional homework tasks will be set e.g. personal research, topic based work.  
 

Aims/Key skills we are focusing on 
The main aim is making a positive contribution. 
 
Key skills:  
Time management and using resources effectively. 
Working well with others. 
Making positive contributions to all tasks. 
Using enquiry, questioning and information processing skills. 
Using critical thinking skills to analyse and judge the value of information and ideas, and questioning assumptions. 
To identify problems and to make decisions based on reasoning. 
 

Challenge and Celebration 
The children take on the role of a newly formed Water Company in the town of Milltown. They have been invited to 
attend a meeting of the residents of Milltown where they will be able to give a presentation explaining what their 
company does and encouraging residents to become their new customers. 
 
The Year 5 team look forward to another happy and successful term. 
 

Contact 
5C St. Catherine Mrs C Carney mrscarney@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
5P St. Paul Mrs C Posso mrsposso@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
  Mrs L Terry mrsterry@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 
their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

At St Thomas of Canterbury we promote high expectations with the children by encouraging them to make 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning, to have a growth mindset and a can do attitude. We discuss with the 
children the importance of working outside their comfort zone and in their challenge zone 

 
 
Concepts we try to foster 

 That it is ok to make mistakes and that we learn from them. 

 If we get 100% in a task, are we really learning/pushing ourselves? 

 We only learn when we challenge ourselves. 

Research shows these attitudes help children to become resilient and lifelong learners.  



 

Discrete … 
Local Church: Community 

 To understand the church as a Christian 
family and know the word ecumenism is the 
promotion of unity between Christian 
churches 

Sacraments: Eucharist- Relating 

 To understand the Last Supper and the 
celebration of the Eucharist  

Lent- Easter- Giving 
To understand Lent as a time of giving in order to 
celebrate the sacrifice of Jesus 
 

 To write non-chronological reports about 
managing water 

 To read and investigate selected stories from 
the Arabian Nights 

 To write our own narrative story in the style of 
the Arabian Nights 

Discrete … 

 To read and discuss the narrative poem:  The 
Highwayman. 

 Write narrative compositions based on the story 
of The Highwayman poem 

 Use dictionaries and thesauruses 

 Learn spelling rules and patterns 

 Apply grammar rules to writing 

 Use a greater range of punctuation in writing 

 Multiplication and Division 

 To know angles are measured in degrees and 
use a protractor to draw and measure them. 

 To distinguish between regular and irregular 
polygons based on reasoning about sides and 
angles. 

 To estimate volume and capacity 

Discrete … 

 To identify multiples and factors including 
prime numbers 

 To use formal methods for multiplication and 
division 

 To problem solve using all four operations 

 To solve problems involving time and 
timetables 
 

 To study a non-European society: Early 
Islamic Civilisation including a study of 
Baghdad CONNECTOR 

 

 

 
 

 To explain how water is used and the 
importance of conservation 

 To use maps to locate water sources 

 To draw maps to record information 

 To describe the World’s climatic zones 

 To examine the causes and effects of 
droughts and floods 

 To understand how water is recycled 

 To describe the effects of poor water supply 
in developing countries 

 To compare our water supply and usage with 
that of Busenya 



Discrete … 

 Tudor houses  
 To understand properties and changes of 

materials ie solids, liquids and gases. 

 To use Excel to create spreadsheets 

Discrete … 

 Online-Safety 

To use Comic Life software to create a comic 
 

 

 To understand what abstract art is and design 
and make our own abstract water pictures. 

 Islamic patterns 
 

 To be able to describe a beach scene orally 
and in writing. 

 To talk and write about likes and dislikes in 
relation to sport and food. 

 To understand French phonics and basic 
grammar. 

 
 

 

Musicianship: NYCOS: Going for Bronze Level 1  
Revision of pulse and rhythm.  
Differentiating pulse and rhythm.   
Rhythm Names – ta and tete.  
Stick Notation – ta and tete.  
So and Mi solfa hand signs.  
Joining pitch and rhythm. 
Composition: Finding rhythm of The Highway Man 
and notating it. Composing spoken poems in the style 
of The Highway Man and setting them to simple 
melodies using soh and me, ta and tete. 
Listening and Appraising: Arabian music – Egypt- The 
Magamat and Arabian instruments. 
Performance: Passion play. Spring Concert. 
Godalming Festival 

 To explore the concept that resources can be 
allocated in different ways and that these 
economic choices affect individuals, 
communities and the sustainability of the 
environment 

Discrete … 

 Money Matters 

Arabia/water  
 
Children must create an exciting Arabian story to 
perform as a dance routine. 
 
Discrete … 
 
Team Games: 
In this unit children develop skillful attacking and 
team play. They learn how to work well as a team 
when attacking, and explore a range of ways to 
defend. 

 
 
 
 
 



 


