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A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 
their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 
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Learning in Year 5  
 
Connector: 
Our connector through which most of our learning will take place is ‘Life on the Ocean Wave’ 
which takes its focus from our Geography topic ‘Investigating Coasts’ and links closely to our 
Swanage residential trip. 
 
Special Events: 
Tuesday 17th April, 7 pm                                    Swanage Parents’ meeting 
Tuesday 8nd May - Friday 11th May  Swanage Residential Trip 
Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June  Half Term 
Weeks beginning 4th and 11th June  Whole School Arts and Maths weeks 
Thursday 21st June     Sports Day 
Friday 22nd June                                         INSET Day 
Thursday 5th July     Whole school open evening 
Wednesday 18th July    Transition Day – moving to Year 6 
Friday 20th July     End of Term – School finishes at 2pm 
 
Homework 
Reading: Reading for 20-30 minutes every day.  By Year 5 most children are not expected to read 
aloud to an adult on every occasion as most children will be able to sustain silent reading.  
However, we do ask that parents use the question sheets in the reading record books to lead a 
discussion on the text once a week.  Please could parents record the numbers (e.g. A1, B2 etc.) of 
at least 4 questions that have been asked, in the reading record books and sign. 
 
Spellings:  The children will be given a list of spellings each week for homework.  The format of the 
spelling list will change on alternate weeks retaining the 3-part grid from previous years; whereby 
a section with topic words and a section for children’s own words are included. Children must also 
learn statutory words from the National Curriculum which can be found in the middle pages of 
their reading record books.  
 
Grammar: Every week children should continue working through their Jolly Grammar books as in 
previous terms.  
 
Maths: Every week children are asked to revise their Times Tables, up to 12x12, and their related 
division facts (eg 6x8=48 so 48÷6=8 and 48÷8=6). The National Curriculum requires that the 
children are secure in rapid recall of these by the end of Year 4. Please remember to record your 
child’s progress in the tables’ check list at the back of their homework diaries on a regular basis. 
Other Maths homework is given out regularly. 
 
Other Homework Tasks: Occasionally additional homework tasks will be set e.g. personal 
research, topic based work. 
 
The Year 5 team look forward to a happy and successful term. 
 
Contact 
5A St. Angelo Mrs J Allison mrsallison@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
5P St. Paul Mrs C Posso mrsposso@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
  Mrs L Terry   mrsterry@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
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Transition Day: Wednesday 18h July 2018 
Our Transition Day is a very important day for the children and is now an established event at the 
end of the school year here at St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School. 
 
The day begins with a whole school assembly and is followed by a carefully planned day. The 
children spend the time with their new teacher in their new classrooms. 
 
The objectives of this day are: 

 To establish a smooth transition for the children ensuring any worries or anxieties are dealt 
with 

 To give the children an opportunity to meet their new teacher and foster a sense of 
belonging in the new class 

 To establish with the children the expectations for the new school year through discussion 
about our Mission Statement, our aims and the golden rules. The children will be asked to 
bring in their golden rule card on this day 

 To foster a growth mind-set and can do attitude through making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
and discussing the attributes of a good learner 

 To encourage engagement and motivation for learning through involving the children in 
planning the learning outcomes for the new school term 

 
It is our Mission Statement and Aims that drive everything we do: 

 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic 

School family. We show this in our 

respect, kindness and love for others and 

by treating other people as we wish to be 

treated ourselves. We will encourage 

everyone to be the best that we can be. 
 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of 

God and build relationships that will enable 
them to make a positive contribution to the 
school and society. 

 To develop an exciting, challenging and 
creative curriculum that produces confident and successful learners who are the best that they 
can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their talents 
and be lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to 
achieve, to be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping our 
children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  

 

Following the Transition Day, the children will take home their Year 6 Autumn newsletter to 
share with you. 
Please share this with your child and encourage them to talk to you and reflect upon their 
transition day. 

The 

Nothing but 

the 

The whole 
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 Pentecost – to know that Christians believe that the 
Spirit of God is active in each person 

 Reconciliation – to understand that Gods 
commandments enable Christians to be free and 
responsible.  To know that God is loving and merciful. 

 Stewardship – To understand ourselves as part of 
creation and our role in caring for all God has created. 

 Study of Islam, learning about Ramadan and 
Pilgrimage.  

 
 
 

 

 To write a persuasive leaflet about Swanage. 

 To write a persuasive letter  

 To plan, write and record a radio news broadcast. 
 
Discrete … 

 To read a range of texts for pleasure and comprehension. 

 Use dictionaries and thesauruses 

 Learn spelling rules and patterns 

 Apply grammar rules to writing 
Use a greater range of punctuation in writing 

 To use maps to locate places.

 To describe and explain physical features of coasts and 
the processes of erosion and deposition that affects 
them. 

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary. 

 To understand map grid references. 

 To understand environmental issues which might 
affect coastal areas. 

 To compare human features in coastal locations  with 
Guildford 

 To be able to explain why people go on coastal 
holidays 

 To understand how people can improve or damage 
the environment. 

 To interpret information presented in tables and line 
graphs and solve problems 

 To be able to problem solve using all four operations 

 To estimate volume and capacity 

 To express proportions as fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

 To identify 3D shapes and their properties 
 

 

 À la plage – describing a beach scene. 

 Healthy foods and drinks – making simple statements 
about activities and diet. 

 

 

  
Discrete … 

 To design and make a dragster 

 

 
 To understand living things and their habitats.(Life 

Cycles)  

Discrete … 

 To learn about animals including humans (Puberty) 

 Kodu (computer programing) 

 Recording a radio broadcast  

Discrete … 
Online-Safety 
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 To create mood and atmosphere through Art: Mary 

Celeste ghost ship pictures. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 How water safety is important at the beach and in 

open water. 

Discrete … 
Athletics:  
In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to show how technique aids pacing and tactics 
when running, test themselves and others in standing and 
high jumps and javelin and shot throws. 
 
Team Games: 
In this unit children develop skillful attacking and team 
play. They learn how to work well as a team when at-
tacking, and explore a range of ways to defend. 

 

Musicianship- the elements of music 
Practise reading rhythms using rhythm names 
Read and write rhythms 
Explore fast and slower beat keeping 
Work at internalising and pitch recognition 
Introduce term: phrase 
Recognise and demonstrate simple phrasing 
Revise known rhythm repertoire 
instrumental Learning – Ukulele   
Learning to play 4 chords and accompany songs we already 
know from Jolly Music/ pop songs 
Listening and Appraising:  
Britten – Storm Prelude 
Anna Clyne - Night Ferry 

 

Special events … 
 
Tuesday 17th April, 7 pm                  Swanage Parents’ meeting 
Tuesday 8nd May - Friday 11th May Swanage Residential Trip 
Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June       Half Term 
Week beginning 11th June  Whole School Art and Maths week 
Thursday 21st June   Sports Day 
Friday 22nd June                                INSET Day 
Wednesday 18th July Transition Day – moving to Year 6 
Friday 20th July            End of Term – School finishes at 2pm 
 

 To understand  about bodily changes as they 
approach puberty learn  

 To be able to talk about relationships and how to 
seek advice from significant adults. 

Discrete 
Money Matters 
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Here are our  

These help us in our relationships with each other. 

 

 

 

 We make everyone feel welcome 

 We respect everyone is unique 

 We say no to bullying  

 We are the best we can be and enjoy our learning 

 We make the right choices to be good role models   

 We know how to stay safe and healthy  

 We respect school and other people’s property 

 We listen carefully to everyone 

 We are polite and honest 

 


