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A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 
their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
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Learning in Year 4 
 
Welcome back to year 4, we hope you all enjoyed your Easter break. We have another term of 
interesting and exciting things to learn about. 
 
Connector 
This term our connector is ‘Amazing Amazon’ 
 
Special Events 
Monday 28th May –3rd June  Half Term 
Thursday 7th June    Trip to Wisley Gardens  
Weeks beginning 4th and 11th June Whole School Art and Maths Week 
Thursday 21st June   Sports day  
Friday 22nd June   INSET Day 
Thursday 29th  June   First Holy Communion Mass 
Thursday 5th July   Rainforest S=P+A+C+E Challenge  
Thursday 5th July   Whole School Celebration evening 
Friday 6th July    Strings scheme Grand Finale Concert at the RGS 
Friday 13th July                              Reports sent home 
Wednesday 18th July   Transition Day – Moving to Year 5 
Friday 20th  July   End of Term. School finishes 2pm. 
 
Aim/Key skills we are focusing on 

 Making a positive contribution 

 Applying our knowledge to solve a range of problems 

 Working as a team. 

 Making suggestions 

 Presenting a point of view orally and in writing 

 Evaluating and improving our work. 

 Taking risks with our learning and challenging ourselves. 

Challenge and celebration 
We will be celebrating our learning with a rainforest day in July.  The children will be challenged create 
a Rainforest collage from a range of materials. 
 
Homework 
We will be continuing with our policy of setting maths homework on a Tuesday, Spellings on Friday  
and other subjects on Wednesday or Thursday when needed. We would like to remind you that 
children should read every night and you should support them by regularly discussing their reading and 
asking them questions which should be recorded in their reading record books. Homework should also 
be monitored and signed on a weekly basis. 
 
Contact 
4K St. Kea  Mr D Kitcatt  mrkitcatt@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
 
4P St. Peter  Mr Jones  mrjones@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

Mrs Marsden               mrsmarsden@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
Mrs Reid                       mrsreid@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
Miss M Petley  misspetley@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
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Transition Day: Wednesday 18th July 2018 
 
Our Transition Day is a very important day for the children and is now an established event at the end 
of the school year here at St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School. 
 
The day begins with a whole school assembly and is followed by a carefully planned day. The children 
spend the time with their new teacher in their new classrooms. 
 
The objectives of this day are: 
 

 To establish a smooth transition for the children ensuring any worries or anxieties are dealt 
with 

 To give the children an opportunity to meet their new teacher and foster a sense of belonging 
in the new class 

 To establish with the children the expectations for the new school year through discussion 
about our Mission Statement, our aims and the golden rules. The children will be asked to bring 
in their golden rule card on this day 

 To foster a growth mind-set and can do attitude through making S=P+A+C+E for learning and 
discussing the attributes of a good learner 

 To encourage engagement and motivation for learning through involving the children in 
planning the learning outcomes for the new school term 

 
It is our Mission Statement and Aims that drive everything we do: 
 

 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School family. We show 

this in our respect, kindness and love for others and by treating 

other people as we wish to be treated ourselves. We will 

encourage everyone to be the best that we can be. 
 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of God and build relationships that will enable them to 

make a positive contribution to the school and society. 
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 To develop an exciting, challenging and creative curriculum that produces confident and successful 
learners who are the best that they can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their talents and be 
lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to achieve, to 
be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping our 
children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  

 
Following the Transition Day, the children will take home their Year 5 newsletter to share with you. 
Please share this with your child and encourage them to talk to you and reflect upon their transition 
day 
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Discrete … 
New Life –understand how the Easter message is spread 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 
Building Bridges –know the importance of admitting wrong 
and being reconciled. 
God’s People –understand how different saints show 
people what God is like. 

Read and retell stories from other cultures.
Write alternative endings for existing stories. 
Write formal letters. 
Write persuasively in a variety of genre. 
 
Discrete … 
Evaluate and design adverts. 
Use apostrophes for omission and contraction. 
Begin sentences with fronted adverbials using a comma 
correctly. 

Draw, read and interpret data in charts and graphs. 
Use 8 point compass directions and co-ordinates.  
 
Discrete … 
Practising all the multiplication tables  
Understanding decimals 
Shape and Angles 
Converting units of measure 
Solving money problems 
Statics  

  

Discrete … 
Research and design money containers. 
Create pattern pieces. 
Cut and sew a purse using a range of stitches. 

 

 

 

Identify, name and group a variety of living things- in this 
country and the rainforest. 
Identify the different parts of the water cycle. 
 
Discrete … 
Compare and group materials into solids liquids and gases. 
Observe that some materials change state when they are 
heated or cooled. 

Use computer programs for independent research into the 
Amazon.  
To collect and interpret data using different programmes. 
 
Discrete … 
Use technology safely and respectfully. 
Create and debug simple programs to objects including 
screen turtle. 
Importing photographs onto a specific scene or 
PowerPoint 

 
Create a journey through a rainforest picture inspired by 
Henri Rousseau.  
Study the work of Klee & George Seurat 
Discrete … 
Experiment with different media. 
Explore different drawing and painting techniques e.g. 
cross hatching and pointillism. 

Locate countries of South America. 
Identify the position and significance of the equator and 
tropics. 
Understand the geographical similarities and differences 
between the UK and the Amazon. 
Describe and understand the features of a tropical rainforest 
and the issues caused by human activity. 

Healthy foods and drinks – making simple statements 
about activities and diet. 
Responding to the story of Les Quatre Amis – giving simple 
descriptions of animals and their movement. 
Using Le Carnival des Animaux as a stimulus to develop 
descriptions of animals and their habitat. 
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Musicianship – the elements of music 

Differentiate between pulse and rhythm 

Work on beat and rhythm 

Perform beat and rhythm simultaneously 

Learn the new rest gesture 

Visual representation of the rhythm 

Revise various songs and rhythms 

 
Instrumental learning - RGS String Scheme 

Learning notes soh and mi 
Playing songs we know from Jolly Music on the recorder. 
 
Topic related listening, Appraising 

Peter Graham – Sounds of the World – Amazon and 
Rainforest 
Keith Terry –Body percussion 
Bernstein – Mambo  BBC Ten Pieces 2 
 
Composition 
Composing Latin rhythms 
 

 
 

 
 

Amazing Amazon
 
Athletics:  
In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to show both pacing and tactics when running, 
coaching others in standing and high jumps and develop 
moving starts to javelin and shot throws. 
 
Team Games: 
In this unit children learn simple attacking tactics using a 
range of equipment and skills, and start to think about how 
to organise themselves to defend their goals. They start by 
playing small, uneven-sided games, and move on to even-
sided games. 

 
Discrete … 
Life cycles. 
Link drug awareness to plants in the Amazon. 
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Here are our  

These help us in our relationships with each other. 

 

 

 

 We make everyone feel welcome 

 We respect everyone is unique 

 We say no to bullying  

 We are the best we can be and enjoy our learning 

 We make the right choices to be good role models   

 We know how to stay safe and healthy  

 We respect school and other people’s property 

 We listen carefully to everyone 

 We are polite and honest 

 


