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Dear Parents 
 
Merry Christmas to you all! 
 
I hope you enjoy this little Christmas present – the term in pictures as written by our School Council 
mentors and put together by the Publicity Team in Year 6. Thank you to all of them and to Miss 
Botham and to Mrs Grove who have coordinated the work. 
 
My thanks to you all for your continued support and encouragement for your children in their 
learning and for the School and I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a joy-filled New Year. 
 
I look forward to welcoming every one back on Wednesday 4th January 2017… 
    
Neil Lewin 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury  
Catholic Primary School 
Where every child is special 

 

The Children’s Newsletter 
Autumn 2016 
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A Trip to the Farm 

We went to Godstone Farm on the coach to learn about farm life. We had fun on 

the tractor ride and enjoyed learning about the animals. It was a beautiful, sunny 

Autumn day.  

Baptism 

Father Alan visited us to help us 

find out more about baptism for 

our Welcome topic in RE. We 

learnt about the special clothes 

and symbols of baptism and made 

our own baptism candle out of 

paper.  

Autumn Term in Reception 

Fire Engine Visit 

We had a visit from four fire fighters. 

They arrived in their fire engine and 

showed us inside. We all had a go at 

squirting the hose. It was a lot of fun. In 

the classroom we talked about how to 

say safe and what to do in an emergency.  
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Our Nativity 

On the 15th of December the             

children of St Williams and St                 

Salvatore's class performed a                

Nativity for the parents. 

Everyone had a special role in              

retelling the story of the first 

Christmas. Our play was called 

‘Humph the Camel’ and it was 

about a camel who was grumpy 

until he saw baby Jesus in the 

stable.  

We all enjoyed singing and                   

performing for our Mums, Dads  

and loved ones.  

Letters to Santa 

The children wrote a letter to Father Christmas, so on a lovely December 

morning we walked around to our local post office and posted the letters. The 

postal worker knew we were coming and dressed up for us. We had to ask for a 

stamp, give her our money and post our letter in the letter box. We cannot wait 

to get a reply from the man himself.  
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They were really delicious – thank you Year 1 – yum yum in my tum!  Mr Lewin  
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Our topic this term has been all about the Great Fire of London which 

was started in 1666 by a forgetful baker called Thomas Farrynor.  We 

learnt lots about the fire and even got to take part in a drama 

workshop and meet real life fire fighters. 
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We visited the Monument and Tower Bridge and we learnt that there 

are 311 steps in the Monument; we climbed to the very top! There 

was a glass floor in Tower Bridge and you can see the River Thames. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baking 

We baked some Christmas trees and decorated them so they looked 

(and tasted) lovely. 

Art 

In Art we learnt how to draw accurate portraits and painted them of 

people who lived in 1666 including people from the Great Fire of 

London. 
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Tour Guide Challenge 

For the challenge we made brochures to tell the Year 1 children 

about our learning journey in Year 2.  We set up tour companies and 

made badges. 
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Ancient Egyptian Day 

We enjoyed being able to dress up because it was fun. We all learnt lots of 

things about Egypt. We enjoyed it because we played lots of fun games. We 

all loved the treasure hunt because we all got skittles. 
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Mummies Feast 

We all enjoyed mummifying someone in our group! We all really enjoyed 

the marshmallow pyramid building too. We all ate lots of the food and 

drank lots. The quiz was also great fun.  
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Haslemere museum 

We enjoyed looking at the mummy. We learnt lots and we also learnt about 

a man called Ginger who didn’t get buried in a coffin but got buried in sand. 
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Science – Shadows and light 

We used and learnt about an old projector; it had two mirrors, so you don’t 

have to write backwards. We also learnt that they had to write on plastic. 

We learnt what was reflective and what was not. We also learnt that the 

moon was not a light source. We all loved and enjoyed it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mummies Feast Story 

A mummy entered into a school and went into a classroom. He saw bright 

windows and touched colourful pencil cases. Then the mummy ran as fast 

as a cheetah. The mummy stepped into a hall and saw fifteen mummies. He 

smelt roast mummy dinner, pharaoh eye balls and pyramid crisps. Then 

they heard some children on the top playground and the mummies were 

frightened. Where did the mummies go? 
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I really like learning the violin. I think it’s very good that I’ve already learnt 8 pieces. I 

practise for half an hour every night. I like the music and loved the concert. In the 

future I would love to carry on. Some people play the cello. The concert was set up in 

groups and I was at the front. I liked the fact that my mum saw me and she really 

enjoyed it. I also liked listening to the years 5 and 6 play the violin with Mr Chambers 

playing the piano. My favourite piece was cowboy chorus because it was pretty and I 

like it with the piano. 

 

 

 

 

First, we talked about the introduction, the build-up and the climax and lastly the 

ending.  I really liked writing it and reading it through because one of my favourite 

things is reading, writing and learning.  I learnt many things through the mistakes I 

made in my story.  It took me a while to think of ideas and get my story written but the 

main thing is that I enjoyed writing my story and I learnt from my mistakes.  My 

favourite sentence from my story was ‘As the children crept up the steep, misty hill 

they started to feel nervous’ because it had good adjectives and powerful verb I 

haven’t’ used before; I challenged myself. 
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I really liked Chertsey museum because of all the artefacts it had.  Chertsey Museum 

let us have a treasure hunt to find the Roman Gods, they let us play in their garden and 

we also made clay models and wax tablets.  When we got there people were really 

kind.  
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First of all we made normal Roman bread.  I was excited for the other bread baking.  

You could put anything in it; I put seeds, honey, flour and water in it.  It tasted better 

than normal bread.  My partner put butter in his.  Other people put in different 

ingredients such as: cheese, herbs, tomatoes, orange and chocolate.  Some people 

baked savoury bread and some people baked sweet bread. 
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Our Danceaerobics is to help you with your times tables so, for example, when there 

was a number in the seven times tables you did a dance move and if you had a number 

from the three times table you did another dance move, if you had both you did both 

of the dance moves altogether.  

We had a great Roman Feast in the last week of term. We had a lovely meal laying on 

the mats and then performed our plays to each other – they were really good! Even 

Vicente who was in Chile joined in! 

 

 

    Goodbye Mayo – we will miss you but 

hope you have a wonderful time in 

your new school in Spain! 
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Hampton Court Palace Visit 

We had a tour of the kitchens and found out about Henry’s 

favourite food.  He enjoyed having grand banquets where they 

ate peacocks and swans.  We saw the Grand Hall where the 

banquets were held and also visited the Young Henry Exhibition 

where we saw many paintings of Henry as a young man to inspire 

our own Tudor portraits. 

 

Walk around Guildford – looking for Tudor History 

We learnt that the Friary Shopping Centre has been built on the 

original site of a monastery where the Black Friars of Guildford 

lived.  This was pulled down during the Reformation and the 

Friars all had to disperse. 
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Tudor Day at the RGS 

Instruments: First we looked at instruments and how they 

worked, we looked at the lute and the recorder players from our 

school went to the front and helped to play them. We then learnt 

a Tudor clog song /dance. 

Art: First we drew a picture of anything, then we turned it into 

anamorphic which is a side view of it.  

Weapons: We made our own slingshots and used them to fire 

little wooden balls into a tray. We also looked at other weapons 

that they used in the Tudor times. 

 

Tudor Feast 

For our Tudor feast we all dressed up in Tudor costumes to look 

like Kings and Queen. In the afternoon we got changed and came 

into the hall.  First we all welcomed the King and the Queen and 

the VIP guests.  Then we had 5P do a Tudor dance they had 

learnt.  Next it was time for all the entertainment that the 

children had practised and some Tudor music that the Orchestra 

had rehearsed.  Then we had a scrumptious feast.  We ate the 

Tudor potage that we had made and some Tudor snacks.  In the 

second part of the feast, 5P did their dance.  The orchestra 
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performed some more music and there was some more 

entertainment.  At the end of our Tudor feast day we were happy 

and sad because the day was over; it was a good day that 

everyone enjoyed. 

 

Macbeth 

We started our work on Macbeth with a crime scene which gave 

evidence of a murder!  Following this we read the story of 

Macbeth and learnt that there were far more murders that took 

place.  The Young Shakespeare Company re-enacted the story for 

us and then we wrote our own Shakespearean poems. 
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The Spike is a Victorian hostel where the vagrants would have stayed 
a night. We received a warm welcome from the tour guide and 
another man who explained the life of vagrants. You can really get 
into the life of the vagrants. A workhouse is stationed nearly right 
next to the Spike.  Inside one of the rooms, there is a small television 
were you can sit down and watch a video on what the vagrants 
would do when they arrived. One of the signs that the vagrants 
would have seen was like this: TT which meant you could come in and 
have a sit down meal. 
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Mr. Shaverin came in and talked to us and showed us some of the 
equipment that policemen use and we compared it with what they 
used in the Victorian era. We found out the hard helmet had come 
from the Victorians, therefore it was a similarity. We all had a lot of 
fun when all the equipment and uniform was being passed around 
and the protective jacket was really heavy! After that we went into 
the hall and made a mock trial scene with the victim (Henry Catlin), 
Miss Ellen Donnelly, the public and all the other important people, it 
was so fun to watch.  
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Two people from Guildford Spectrum came in to our school, these 
people were ice hockey players and their names were Milos and Andy. 
At first we were talking about the players and what we liked about 
them. After that we talked about drugs and the legal ones and illegal 
ones. Then we looked at how you can notice if someone has taken 
drugs. We also were saying that if you take too many legal drugs you 
can become very ill. At the end we got to try on some of their 
equipment. 
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Some people from each class took part in a bikeability course. You 
had to bring in your bike and the coaches would check it and they 
taught you how to ride on the road. First we learnt how to ride and 
look behind at the same time. Then we learnt how to ride past 
parked cars. After that we learnt how to ride into side roads and how 
to pass them. Next we learnt how to signal, it was quite hard not to 
wobble at first but we got the hang of it. Then we learnt how to read 
road signs and what they meant. Afterwards, we had a big test and 
then it was all over. We had finished! 

 

 

 

First we had our tea before we got on the bus to get to the Royal 
Albert Hall. It took a few hours to get there but it was worth it when 
we got there. We went in and found our seats in the massive hall. It 
was very high up but we had an excellent view, we were all then 
given torches to shine when we were told. All the acts were amazing, 
considering that everyone there was 19 or under, but my favourite 
was a Japanese style drum routine. At the end balloons dropped from 
the ceiling and fireworks went off in the arena. It was so good! 
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Father Alan visits St. Thomas’ school every week, mostly on 
Thursdays. He talked to us about the Sacrament of Ordination and 
the Beatitudes. We sang the Beatitudes song to Father Alan and he 
talked about how the world is like a salt shaker. Then we discussed 
and made notes about the Sacrament of Ordination and wrote it up 
in top copy. Father Alan’s visits really help us with our understanding 
of RE. 
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On Busenya day each child in the School found out a fact about 

Uganda that they never knew before. We also made learning 

posters to put in the classrooms at Busenya Primary School. 

The posters were times tables, English and punctuation. In 

each class children made Christmas cards for the children in 

Busenya as they do not get Christmas cards themselves. We 

raised money by covering a map of Uganda and the word 

Busenya in coins. On Busenya day in geography in Year 6 we 

learned about the Victorian era in Uganda. We also learned 

about an explorer discovering Victoria Lake the source of the 

River Nile. We started the day with a worship reminding us 

about Busenya and seeing pictures of the school and the 

children there. It made us aware of how fortunate we are but 

also how important an education is for everyone wherever and 

whoever they are.  
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Each year the children from every class put on a 

production for the elderly. This includes singing, 

dancing and acting. All of Key Stage 2 this year had 

different characters; Lost Boys, Pirates, Mermaids and 

Indians. After all the years had performed, Year 6 

served teas, coffees and cakes. This year we had a 

huge Harvest collection and the food was sent to the 

people in Guildford who need it the most. The 

children get a chance to audition to be the best they 

can. Everybody never forgets it and they love it. 

 

During Parliament week, Parliament sent us a case full of 

objects that would be used in a debate in the House.  We saw 

the differences between the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons.  The House of Commons has green leather seats 

and the House of Lords has red seats to represent wealth. 

New laws start as Bills and they are passed they become Acts 

of Parliament. 

The House of Commons makes a bill and it is passed on to the 

other house and they will debate it and change it; the bill can 

be passed back and forth like a game of table tennis until 

both houses agree. Then it is given to the Queen who signs it 

and makes the bill into a law.  
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In year 6 we had a debate about wearing our own clothes 

rather than uniform for school. We had to give our opinions 

– no or aye.  We voted that we should wear our school 

uniform for safety and so that everyone is treated the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Thomas` we have an awesome Christmas Fayre. This year it was on 

the 26th of November 2016. Our newest area was called the ‘buskers 

corner’ where you go on a little stage and perform what you love to do.  

There were singers, dancers, guitar players and jokers. There was also a 

delicious chocolate tombola where you could buy tickets and hope to win 

some chocolate!  For the little children there was Santa and they could say 

about what they want for Christmas.  There were colouring books and 

cupcake stalls. Mr Lewin ran a stall where you get to choose prizes, some 

good and some bad!  As a part of one of our clubs, there was a jewellery 

stall selling Christmas jewellery.  To win other prizes there was a lucky dip 

to fish out some lovely toys.  Every year we donate toys to sell them.  Also 

we had a drinks tombola where you could buy tickets to win a bottle of 

alcohol or fizzy drinks. If you didn’t come this year we hope we have 

persuaded you to come next year! 


