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It doesn’t seem just a week since Year 4 returned from York but here we are, just a week away 

from Easter. I have been thinking about Lent in school: the daily reflections on the Stations of the 

Cross in each classroom (and the beautiful artwork of the Stations created by every class), the visits 

to St Pius to follow the Stations with Father Alan, the opportunities for our KS2 children for 

Reconciliation, our efforts to raise funds for Missio and WaterAid and our relentless focus on our 

Golden Rule of treating others as we would like to be treated. It has been a reflective and 

thoughtful Lent at St Thomas’. This coming week we have the opportunity to stop and reflect on 

Christ’s Passion, the events of the first Easter Week as so vividly portrayed by our Year 5 children 

in the Passion Play. I have been fortunate to step into a number of the rehearsals and have not 

failed to be moved by the children’s maturity and deep investment in the play. It is humbling. 

As a celebration of our 50th anniversary this year the whole school will be involved in creating a 

mosaic cross to stand in the Prayer Garden (the old pond area) that we will be developing over the 

next term and the work starts tomorrow with our Spring Groundforce Day. I really do hope you will 

have the time to pop in and help, the PTA have a great list of jobs and I have a huge pile of bacon 

to cook too!  

Whatever you do have a great weekend and good luck to our netballers playing at Tormead tomorrow 

– there will be bacon butties there too but ours will be better!     Neil Lewin 

     

The Week Ahead… 
St Thomas’ Learner Confidence – Collaborative Learning 

NO CLUBS  

Monday 27th March 

 9.00 – 10.00 Reception Phonics Information Morning. Parents and Carers of reception children 
please join us in the Infant Hall   

 Father Alan and Father Sebastian – Reconciliation with Year 4 
 Year 6 Reconciliation stations with Mrs Carter 

Tuesday 28th March 

 9.00am Parents please join us for a coffee and a chat in the Junior Hall! 

Wednesday 29th March 

 Year 3 trip to Dapdune Wharf 

Thursday 30th March 

 9.30 – 10.30 Year 5 Passion Play. Parents and carers of Year 5 please join us for a performance of the 
Passion Play. 

 Missio Boxes due back in school please 
 Year 2 Challenge and Celebration Day 
 1pm Year 2 Stations of the Cross at St Pius 

Friday 31st March 

 9am PTA meeting in the Computing Suite. All welcome, please come along to find out what we have 
in store. 

 PTA Easter Egg Hunt 
 2pm SCHOOL CLOSES for Easter 

HAVE A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL EASTER! 
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MONDAY 17th april 

 Easter Monday – no school! 

TUESDAY 18th APRIL 
 Welcome back to school and the start of the summer term 
 St Thomas’ Learner focus: S=P+A+C+E  

WEDNESDAY 19th april  
  

Thursday 20th April 
 Whole school mass celebrating the beginning of the summer term 
 1pm Father Alan in school 
 PTA cake sale year 2 

Friday 21st  april  
 School Council representatives visiting the Houses of Parliament 

Instalments: Don’t forget the latest instalments are due for the Year 5 trip to 
Swanage and the Year 6 trip to France. 

 
Medical Questionnaires due:  Year 5 Swanage trip 

Merci! 

 

Please click the links below to access the booking forms and the full list of clubs 

available for the Summer term 2017: 

SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES SUMMER TERM 2017 

TOMMY'S AFTER SCHOOL CLUB BOOKING FORM SUMMER TERM 2017 

Please note Art Club for Year 1 and 2 is now full 
 

 

 Keeping your children safe – please follow this link for information about appropriate games 

http://parentinfo.org/article/five-video-games-that-parents-should-be-aware-of 

 

Thank you. 

 

http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/SCHOOL-CLUBS-AND-ACTIVITIES-SUMMER-TERM-2017.pdf
http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ASC-Booking-Form-Summer-Term-2017.pdf
http://parentinfo.org/article/five-video-games-that-parents-should-be-aware-of
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  A St Thomas’ Learner makes 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through 

Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, 

of course, effort.  

Working together as part of a team or collaborating is a key learning skill – 

we’ve highlighted that before in these pages. It can take a lot of patience and 

empathy as well as a willingness to speak up and take part. There are so many 

different life skills involved and all of the elements of S=P+A+C+E are 

important to the dynamics of group work. Some children (and adults!) can 

prefer to work alone, can feel that they get more done when left to it and that 

in itself is a learning habit that is vital (being able to get on and learn 

independently). However, in all areas of life we do have to work at times in 

groups and with others and often with peers that we would not naturally 

choose to be with. It is important that the children develop the ability to learn 

effectively in those situations: to respect the opinions and ideas of others; to 

be confident to share their own ideas; to be able to deal with disagreement; 

and to be able to focus on the job in hand – the learning – and not be side-

tracked by distracting conversations or other diversions! 

Collaboration when it works well can lead to accelerated learning, each 

member of the group working off each other, feeding on the shared ideas and 

strategies and getting to the learning objective more quickly together. 

However, it is a discipline which we need to teach our children – making the 

most of the opportunities for learning together when they present 

themselves. 

In our classrooms we make much use of Learning Partners: children working 

one to one with another child in the class and the Learning partner will change 

weekly and it is a random selection. This is by design to ensure every child 

works with every other child in the class, that they learn to listen and to share 

with everyone – no cliques or favourites but a shared understanding of 

learning. Some combinations will always be more successful than others but 

all will be beneficial experiences – the experiences of real life where we can’t 

choose our colleagues or neighbours but have to work at always being the 

best that WE can be. 

Please help us by reinforcing the message at home – talking to the children 

about working together and how to deal with distractions and disputes but 

also the importance of sharing ideas and questions with each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confidence – Collaborative Learning 
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DROP OFF LANE 

Please do be careful around the children at drop off times. The drop off lane is for dropping off and not 

parking and, please, if you are walking do not use the road gates but the pedestrian gates to enter the 

school! 

PARKING 

As for parking, please, please, please follow our Golden rule… park legally, sensibly and safely and don’t block 

our neighbours’ drives or be rude to them or other road users – it serves no purpose other than to put 

people including our children in danger and to create totally unnecessary upset and hostility. 

IDLING ENGINES 

When waiting outside school in cars please turn off your engine. Idling engines can produce up to twice as 

many exhaust emissions as an engine in motion affecting the air quality of the surrounding environment and 

the air we breathe. Vehicle idling is also illegal on a public highway and could result in a £20 fixed penalty. 

Midday Supervisor wanted… 
Please look on the website for details of 

the vacancy we have for a Midday 

supervisor to start as soon as possible. 

The job description and application form 

can be downloaded from the website: 

www.st-

thomas.surrey.sch.uk/recruitment/midday/ 

Perhaps more than any other time in the 
school day, play and lunch periods can 
make or break a child’s day. The games 
they play, the people they play with are 
key to their happiness and wellbeing for 

the rest of the day. 
And so this job is important, vital to the 

wellbeing of our children. 
 

http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/recruitment/midday/
http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/recruitment/midday/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Groundforce Day, Saturday 25th March            

 Come for an hour or for the day! Be part of a fun day freshening up the school grounds.  

 Plenty to keep both parents and children busy! 

 Don’t forget to bring your own tools if you have them:  

o Gardening gloves 

o Trowel & fork 

o Rake 

o Spade 

o Wheelbarrow  

o And clothes you don’t mind getting covered in mud or paint! 

 Our focus this spring will be -  

o Sensory Garden, New Pond Area, Painting benches and fences, weeding, pruning and leaf clearing  

 Children Friendly Activities 

o Painting rocks and pebbles to decorate the Sensory Garden 

o Nature Trail 

o Various craft activities in the hall 

o Children may also like to get involved in leaf clearance as well as some supervised planting and 

painting of fences and benches 

 Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available throughout the day and of course Mr Lewin’s famous bacon 

butties! 

Monthly PTA Committee Meeting – Friday 31st March, 9am 

 THE TIME AND PLACE OF OUR MONTHLY PTA MEETING IS CHANGING! Many people can’t make Monday 

evenings so we’re trialling a change of time and venue!  

 The next meeting will be held on Friday 31
st

 March at 9am at school in the ICT suite 

 All are welcome! No commitment to events necessary, the PTA committee is keen to attract new members 

bringing fresh and fun loving ideas! 

 If you’d like to receive a copy of the agenda please email ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

Easter Egg Hunt, Friday 31st March 

 Each year the PTA co-chairs lose a few welcome pounds by running around the school hiding chocolaty 

treats for the children to hunt out in their year groups. The hunt takes place during school hours so it’s 

likely the booty will have been eaten by home time!  

Year 2 Cake Sale – Thursday 20th April  

 Year 2 will soon be demonstrating their baking prowess after the Easter Holidays, on Thursday 20
th

 
April.  

 Come along and support them from 3pm outside the Junior Hall and grab a delicious cake or two!  

Phil the Bag, Tuesday 25th April            

 Please save all your unwanted clothes and linen if you’re having a Spring clean! 

 Phil accepts adults and children’s clothing, hats, shoes, belts, handbags and household textiles (sheets, 

pillow cases, duvet covers, curtains and towels but not blankets and sleeping bags).  

mailto:ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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 Phil the Bag no longer provides branded bags so please just use your own black bin liners. Please DO NOT 

bring your bags before the day as we have nowhere to store them. 

St Thomas’ Summer Fayre, Saturday 10th June - SAVE THE DATE!          

 Make sure you get this date in your diaries! The Summer Fayre is set to be an extravaganza, with stalls 
galore, a BBQ, a bar and lots to entertain the whole family….don’t miss it!  

 More details to follow soon! 

The ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball, Saturday 17th June – SAVE THE DATE! 

 Demand for tickets to our spectacular evening of Vintage Glamour at the Harbour Hotel has been 
enthusiastic!  

 The next (and last!) sales window will be open between 8
th

 and 19
th

 May.  

 As a reminder, the evening includes a three course dinner with bubbles on arrival, a live band and an 
interactive auction….black tie and glamourous gowns are a must….we look forward to seeing you there.  

….AND FINALLY! 

Unwanted Crockery? 

 As part of our Summer Fayre in June, we are planning a Crockery Smash Stall! Any donations of unwanted 
crockery are most welcome. Please bring along to the school office, in a cardboard box or similar to avoid 
any early breakages!   

Parent Volunteer needed – Noticeboard Co-ordinator  

 We need a volunteer to take over the job of displaying posters on the two PTA noticeboards at school. This 
is a quick and easy job for anyone who is regularly at school at drop off or pick up times. Two or three 
events per term are advertised in this way, and it only takes a minute to fix a poster to each notice board. 
The service is a valuable one to help promote fundraising and social events at the school.  

Do you use our ‘Shop with Schools’ scheme? 

 If not….why not? It is the easiest way to raise money for our school! 

 Do you shop at Sainsbury’s, John Lewis or Waitrose? 

 Simply purchase Gift Cards from the school office as you need OR complete a Direct Debit form and 
Sainsbury’s or John Lewis will donate 5% of your spend back to the school! If you opt for Direct Debit 
you can pick up your Gift Cards from the office every month and a reminder will be sent via Parentmail. 

 John Lewis and Waitrose gift cards can also be used online as well as in store! 

 If every family in the school purchased around £50 of gift cards per month the school would stand to 
raise a whopping £10,000 per year!!! 

 Let’s try to make this happen! 

Gardening Club anyone? 

 Following our recent Groundforce Day efforts, we’re planning to re-start a Parents Gardening Club!  

 The intention is to meet once a month on a week day after drop off and carry out some basic weeding, leaf 
clearing and cutting back so that our established plants and newly planted shrubs and bulbs are looked after 
and given a chance to thrive! 

 Please let us know if you’d like to be added to the Gardening Club Volunteer List. The PTA will send out a 
reminder a week or so before each date, there is no obligation to get involved, just let us know if you can 
make it!  

Give us a like on Facebook…….. www.facebook.com/STOCPTApage/ 

Thank you for your continued support 

Neula and Sophie 

PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

 

https://m.facebook.com/STOCPTApage/?ref=bookmarks
mailto:PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about selling your house! Our 

school receives a donation from Bourne of up to 10% of their fee if you sell with them! 

 

MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING 27TH MARCH 2017 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday
v Veggie bolognese 

served with penne 

& broccoli florets  

Chicken & 

butternut curry 

served with 

wholegrain rice & 

green beans  

Roast British beef 

and Yorkshire 

pudding served 

with roast 

potatoes, 

cauliflower florets 

& gravy 

Organic 

Lincolnshire pork 

sausage served 

with mashed 

potato and baked 

beans 

Vinegar infused 

salmon goujons 

served with potato 

wedges & garden 

peas 

v Vegetable slice 

with spicy potato 

wedges served with 

sweetcorn 

v Shepherdess pie 

with mashed 

potato and carrot 

& swede 

v Roasted root 

vegetable filled 

Yorkshire puddings 

served with roast 

potatoes & broccoli 

florets 

v Bean lasagne 

with a side of 

garlic bread & 

sweetcorn 

v Loaded vegetable 

pizza served with 

potato wedges & 

grated carrot 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

v Autumn oaty 

fruit crumble 

served with 

custard 

v Cherry tray bake 

with a glass of milk 

v Fruit yoghurt 

selection 

v Orange cookie & 

fresh orange 

wedges 

v Banana bread 

and vanilla sauce 

 

YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR WEEK 
COMMENCING 27TH MARCH 2017 

v Pesto Pasta Pot Curried Chicken & 

Rice Wrap 

Hot Roast Beef 

Filled Roll 

Hot Sausage & 

Bean Sub 

Hot Fish Goujons in 

a Wrap 

v  Tomato Pasta 

Pot 

V Vegetarian 

Burrito 

v  Country 

Vegetable Burger 

in a Bun 

v  Cheesy Pesto 

Roll 

v  French Bread 

Margherita 
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Crudités Crudités Crudités Crudités Crudités 

v Autumn oaty 

fruit crumble slice 

v Cherry tray bake 

with a glass of milk 

v Fruit yoghurt 

selection 

v Orange cookie  v Banana bread 

N.B. the moving up menu is not suitable for children with special dietary needs 
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Follow this link http://www.seenature.org.uk/schools/st-thomas-

canterbury-primary-school/ and watch our very own Bird Box. 

Currently it’s empty but we look in hope! Come on birds… you know 

you want to nest in our box! 

http://www.seenature.org.uk/schools/st-thomas-canterbury-primary-school/
http://www.seenature.org.uk/schools/st-thomas-canterbury-primary-school/
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The St Thomas of Canterbury  
ROLL OF HONOUR 

Congratulations   
to all the children who received an award this week  

 

Successful and Confident Learners who made 

S=P+A+C+E  for their learning

Martin Arcos-Zavala  Mason Clayton 

Xavier Taylor  Julian Kurczych  Daniel Sobczak 

Delilah Felton  Johnny Hayes-Akenzua 

Ellana Loggia  Kristen Li  Carlos Montejo 

Christine Ujam  Kate Dunn 
 

 Responsible Role Models in their behaviour, attitude and 

learning 

Manon Ayliffe  Norah Harrop Lopez 

Florence Tyler 

 

Showing Kindness to others and keeping our Golden 

 Rule

Tabitha Ayling  Niamh Davies 

Tyler West Storm Evans  Freddie Hall 

 

Making a positive contribution to the School 

The whole of St Rose class 

 

And congratulations to everyone across 

the school who worked so hard to be 

 their very best this week
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Contacting the School 

Absences – please call the office number BEFORE 9.30am 01483 888388 

 

For general enquiries, medical issues  

– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:  

 info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For our Business Manager and Office Manager  

– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:  

admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

  

For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours  

- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email: 

admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

 

To change meal requests and for school meal payments  

- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:  

schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries  

- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:  

office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs  

- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw  

- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or phone on 07725 250 435   
 

For SEN information or advice 

- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For Mr Lewin  

- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/ 

mailto:info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/
http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

