St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 20th March 2017

Just off the coach from York and what a wonderful few days Year 4 have had up there. I
had such a good time and I am sure that all the children have too! Without a doubt there
will be some early nights tonight and that is just the staff team! It feels like a real
adventure to travel to York by bus and train and to spend the three days on foot exploring
and learning about the city’s wonderfully rich history centred around the Viking period. The
children were such a credit and I lost count of the positive comments from people that we
met along the way. Thank you everyone in Year 4 and thank you to the staff team that
made it possible.
Whilst we have been away, the life of the school has continued with a super Class worship
led by Year 1 St Cloud’s class, successful participation in cross country, the national schools’
Quiz and the Guildford Music Festival at G-Live. Congratulations to everyone involved!
Next week is as busy as ever and ends with Groundforce Day – I do hope you will be there
to help out and improve our school grounds – don’t all the bulbs planted last year look
fabulous? Thank you to the PTA for organising the event and I look forward to bacon buttie
making for a great crowd on the day!
In the meantime have a wonderful weekend and, Year 4, a good rest!

Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
St Thomas’ Learner Confidence –Risk Taking (in Learning)
CLUBS WEEK 10 - LAST WEEK OF CLUBS
th
Monday 20 March
 Last week of after school clubs
 Reconciliation service in school
 Sacrament of Reconciliation for years 3 to 6
 Year 4 Online Safety Drama at Boxgrove
Tuesday 21st March
 Year 4 Viking Museums open at 3pm
Wednesday 22nd March
 Maths Mastery Day
Thursday 23rd March
 Year 2 St Rose Class Worship. Parents and Carers please join us if you can
 Year 3 and 5 Stations of the Cross at St. Pius
Friday 24th March
 3.20pm – 3.45pm Open Afternoon! You are welcome to come into your children’s
classrooms with them at pick up time to see their work.
Saturday 25th March
 Netball tournament at Tormead and GROUNDFORCE DAY at St Thomas’!
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MONDAY 27th March
 St Thomas’ Learner focus: Confidence – Collaborative Learning
 9.00 – 10.00 Reception Phonics Information Morning. Parents and Carers of reception children
please join us in the Infant Hall

TUESDAY 28th March


WEDNESDAY 29th MARCH
 Year 3 trip to Dapdune Wharf

Thursday 30th March
 9.30 – 10.30 Year 5 Passion Play. Parents and carers of Year 5 please join us for a performance of the
Passion Play by Year 5.
 Missio Boxes due back in school
 Year 2 Challenge and Celebration
 1pm Year 2 Stations of the Cross at St Pius

Friday 31st March
 PTA Easter Egg Hunt
 2pm SCHOOL CLOSES for Easter

Reception parents we hope that you will be able to come along to the Phonics Information Session
in the Infant Hall on Monday 27th March at 9am after drop off.
This is an ideal opportunity to find out how to support the Reception children with their phonics
and reading. We hope to see as many of you as possible.

Instalments are due:
Medical Questionnaires due:
Merci!

Year 5 Swanage trip
Year 6 French trip

FOUND!
A set of Vauxhall car keys
have been found in the
drop off lane. If they are
yours please come to the
school office to claim them.
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Team Reports
Race report by Esme Finch and Aidan Fletcher.
Yesterday at St. Joseph’s common St. Thomas competed in a cross country race. Our
fastest was Esme who came 2nd and Aidan who came in 6th for the boys. Everyone did
really well and are looking forward to the next race.
The runners were Esme Finch, Sophie Watson, Amalia Mahadeva-Ponton, Hannah
Morton, Charlotte Carter, Lucy Boltwood, Katy Curtin, Charlotte Combes, Aidan
Fletcher, Kian Hooker, Jamie Moore, Finlay Maher, Oliver Faulkner and Jack Bird.

Quiz Competition
Congratulations to our children who represented St Thomas at the quiz club heats at George Abbott
this week. Our teams came in at a super 4th and 6th place.
Quiz team members were Kuba Swidniewicz, Cyprian Samson, Isabel Lallemand, Leo Tatton-Robb,
Harry Brindley, Georgina Combes, Tome Dunn and Oliver Faulkner

Well done to all our children who represented the school at G live on Wednesday.
The choir, recorder ensemble and orchestra all performed so well. Their practice and
hard work paid off. Very well done to all involved.
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Confidence – Risk Taking (In Learning)
Confidence, perseverance, attitude and effort all
require a touch of risk taking – not always
playing it safe but having a go at new things and
looking at new ways of doing familiar things…
we have to be prepared to take a leap of faith
and have a go.
Challenge your children – challenge yourself – to
try a different approach, to explore different
ways of doing things, to try something
completely new and outside of our comfort
zones. It helps build resilience and it may just be
a great success!

NEVER GIVES UP
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This Easter holiday we are pleased to be able to offer the following Clubs at school:





Monday 3rd April – Thursday 6th April
08.00 – 17.30
£25 per day or £88 for all 4 days
Click here for booking form







Monday 10th April – Thursday 13th April
09.00 – 15.20 (registration at 08.40)
£15 per day or £55 all 4 days or £12 per half day (09.00 – 12.15)
Ultimate coaching require a minimum of 8 pre registrations per day by FRIDAY 24 th MARCH
Click here for booking form

Please do be careful around the children at drop off times. The drop off lane is for dropping off and not
parking and, please, if you are walking do not use the road gates but the pedestrian gates to enter the
school!
As for parking, please, please, please follow our Golden rule… park legally, sensibly and safely and don’t block
our neighbours’ drives or be rude to them or other road users – it serves no purpose other than to put
people including our children in danger and to create totally unnecessary upset and hostility.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Uniform Sale, Wednesday 22th March



Our very popular Second Hand Uniform Shed will be opening it’s doors again on 22 th March from 3pm.
Pop down and update the children’s Spring wardrobe!
Please give any uniform donations into the school office.

Groundforce Day, Saturday 25th March





Don’t forget to Save the Date for another action packed Groundforce Day…..stay for an hour or for the
day!
The main projects to be tackled on the day are as follows:
o Sensory Garden
Planting new shrubs, herbs and an apple tree!
Building a raised bed
o Prayer Garden
Levelling the site
Laying slabs
Planting shrubs and flowers
Trimming existing trees and shrubs
o New Pond Area
Planting meadow flowers (poppies, daisies, evergreen grasses and shrubs)
o Painting
Picket fences and picnic benches
o Weeding, pruning and leaf clearing
Across the grounds
o Children Friendly Activities
Painting rocks and pebbles to decorate the Sensory Garden
Nature Trail
Various craft activities in the hall
Children may also like to get involved in leaf clearance aswell as some supervised
planting and painting of fences and benches
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available throughout the day and of course Mr Lewin’s famous bacon
butties!

Monthly PTA Meeting – Friday 31st March, 9am






THE TIME AND PLACE OF OUR MONTHLY PTA MEETING IS CHANGING! Many people can’t make
Monday evenings so we’re trialling a change in venue! The next meeting will be held on Friday 31st
March at 9am in school!
Find out what’s going on this Summer, have your say and see how you can get involved!
If you’d like to receive a copy of the agenda please email ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
All welcome!
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Easter Egg Hunt, Friday 31st March


The annual PTA Easter Egg Hunt is fast approaching! Each year the PTA run around the school hiding
chocolatey treats for the children to hunt out in their year groups. The hunt happens during school hours
so it’s likely the booty will have been eaten by home time!

Phil the Bag, Tuesday 25th April




Phil the Bag collection will take place on Tuesday 25 th April so make sure you save all your unwanted
clothes and linen if you’re having a Spring clean!
Phil accepts adults and children’s clothing, hats, shoes, belts, handbags and household textiles (sheets,
pillow cases, duvet covers, curtains and towels but not blankets and sleeping bags).
Phil the Bag no longer provides branded bags so please just use your own black bin liners. Please DO
NOT bring your bags before the day as we have nowhere to store them.

St Thomas’ Summer Fayre, Saturday 10th June - SAVE THE DATE!



Make sure you get this date in your diaries! The Summer Fayre is set to be an extravaganza, with stalls
galore, a BBQ, a bar and lots to entertain the whole family….don’t miss it!
More details to follow soon!

The ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball, Saturday 17th June – TICKETS ARE ON SALE
NOW!








The Hollywood Summer Ball is set to be a spectacular evening of vintage glamour and is bound to be a
sell-out! Held at the gorgeous and newly refurbished Harbour Hotel in Guildford Town Centre, the
evening offers a three course dinner with bubbles on arrival, a live band and interactive auction….black
tie and glamourous gowns are a must!
Tickets are £40 each!
We know the cost of a good evening out can mount up so we’re giving you the option to pay in two
instalments this year! Tickets are on sale now until 24th March where you can pay in full or simply
give an initial payment of £20 per ticket. Ticket sales will re-open between 8th-19th May where you’ll
be able to either pay the balance of your tickets or simply buy your tickets as normal. If paying in two
instalments tickets will only be secured once the final payment is made and all payments must be made
by 19th May.
So sort out your table members, book your babysitters and get your ticket requests handed in to the
office.
Ticket Request forms can be found by clicking this link, on the school PTA website and hard copies are
also available from the school office.

….AND FINALLY!
Year 3 Cake Sale Results!



The cake has been devoured and the cash has been counted! Year 3 made a fantastic £301.10 profit
during last week’s Cake Sale….which brings them screeching into the lead of our St Thomas Bake
Off competition!
Can they be knocked off their top spot by Year 2 on 20 th April……the competition is heating up!

Pebbles, Rocks and Stones Needed!

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News



Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 20th March 2017, page 8

We’re looking for donations of pebbles, rocks and stones between approx. 20cm and 40cm in
diameter! These will be painted on Groundforce Day and used to decorate and mark out the
planted areas in the sensory garden.
Please leave any donations in the Sensory Garden (the outside space between the Year 3
classrooms).

Do you use our ‘Shop with Schools’ scheme?








If not….why not? It is the easiest way to raise money for our school!
Do you shop at Sainsbury’s, John Lewis or Waitrose?
Simply purchase Gift Cards from the school office as you need OR complete a Direct Debit form and
Sainsbury’s or John Lewis will donate 5% of your spend back to the school! If you opt for Direct
Debit you can pick up your Gift Cards from the office every month and a reminder will be sent via
Parentmail.
John Lewis and Waitrose gift cards can also be used online as well as in store!
If every family in the school purchased around £50 of gift cards per month the school would
stand to raise a whopping £10,000 per year!!!
Let’s try to make this happen!

Would you like to be on our Volunteers List?






The Volunteers List is our ‘go to’ list when the PTA are holding an event or need help with a certain
project or activity. There is no obligation, we simply email everyone on the list and ask if they’d like
to help out or be involved in the event.
You’ll receive our Monthly PTA Meeting agenda each month so you’ll know what we’re discussing
at the meetings and this will give you the opportunity to pop along if a topic peaks your interest!
If you would like to be on our list and get involved please email us at ptachair@stthomas.surrey.sch.uk
No obligation. Help when you’re free. Get involved and support our school.

Gardening Club anyone?




Following our recent Groundforce Day efforts, we’re planning to re-start a Parents Gardening Club!
The intention is to meet once a month on a week day after drop off and carry out some basic weeding,
leaf clearing and cutting back so that our established plants and newly planted shrubs and bulbs are
looked after and given a chance to thrive!
Please let us know if you’d like to be added to the Gardening Club Volunteer List. The PTA will send
out a reminder a week or so before each date, there is no obligation to get involved, just let us know if
you can make it!

Give us a like on Facebook……..

www.facebook.com/STOCPTApage/

Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about selling your house! Our
school receives a donation from Bourne of up to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!
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MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING 20TH MARCH 2017
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

v Country

Chilli con carne

Roast British

BBQ organic pork

Breaded Pollock

vegetable bake

served on a bed of

chicken served with

medallions served

fillet served with

served with crispy

rice accompanied

sage and onion

in a sub roll with

oven chips and

herby potatoes and

with a baked

stuffing, roast

sweetcorn

crushed peas

baked beans

tortilla and

potatoes, savoy

sweetcorn

cabbage and gravy

v Winter vegetable

v Homity flan with

v Quorn fillet

v Bean burrito

v Margherita

casserole and

a carrot and

served with sage

served with

macaroni cheese

dumplings served

courgette bread

and onion stuffing,

savoury wholegrain

served with a hunk

with crispy herb

served with green

roast potatoes,

rice and coleslaw

of bread and

potatoes and

beans

fresh carrot batons

farmhouse

and gravy

vegetables

broccoli florets
Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Chocolate mousse

v Lemon drizzle

v Cheese and

v Fresh fruit

v Ginger cookie

with mandarin

cake served with

crackers with fresh

platter and crème

oranges

custard

apple slices

fraiche

YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR WEEK
COMMENCING 20TH MARCH 2017
-

Beef Burrito

v Veggie Burger in

-

a bun

Hot chicken mayo

BBQ meatball

Breaded fish fillet

& stuffing roll

pasta pot

in a bun

v Quorn mayo &

v BBQ Quorn

v Margherita pizza

stuffing wrap

pasta pot

roll

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

v Chocolate mousse

v Lemon drizzle

v Cheese and

v Fresh fruit

v Ginger cookie

with mandarin

cake served with

crackers with

selection

oranges

custard

sultanas

N.B. the moving up menu is not suitable for children with special dietary requirements
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Did you know from this month the law regarding car seats has
changed? Manufacturers are no longer allowed to develop
booster cushions or backless booster seats for children shorter
than 125cm or weighing less than 22kg. This is because a
backless car seat offers much less protection in the event of a
collision. These new regulations will not affect existing models
of booster seats, and those currently in use that meet the pre2017 standards can still be used.
Midday Supervisor wanted…
Please look on the website for details of
the vacancy we have for a Midday
supervisor to start as soon as possible.
The job description and application form
can be downloaded from the website:

Thank you for supporting Tracy Mann in
her challenge to raise money for MIND,
the mental health charity. The large
teddy and guess the number of mini
eggs games raised approximately £60.

www.stthomas.surrey.sch.uk/recruitment/midday/

Perhaps more than any other time in the
school day, play and lunch periods can
make or break a child’s day. The games
they play, the people they play with are
key to their happiness and wellbeing for
the rest of the day.
And so this job is important, vital to the
wellbeing of our children.

Teddy Winner - Congratulations to
Anais Knurowska in 6G with her guess
of Fuzzy.
Mini Egg Jar Winner – Congratulations
to Charlotte Combes with her guess of
329 eggs. There were 330 eggs in the
jar.
Please collect your prizes from the
school office.

Follow this link http://www.seenature.org.uk/schools/st-thomascanterbury-primary-school/ and watch our very own Bird Box.
Currently it’s empty but we look in hope! Come on birds… you know
you want to nest in our box!

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News

Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 20th March 2017, page 11

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News

Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 20th March 2017, page 12

The St Thomas of Canterbury
ROLL OF HONOUR
Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Ola Squires

James Preston

Emily Collins

Maria McAuliffe

Theresa Mirandah

Luca Maioli

Lyra Ritchie

James Charlwood

Frankie Galgano

Anya Wilcox

Responsible Role Models in their behaviour, attitude and
learning
Isla Antao-Davis

Hayden Parker

Olivia McCoy

Emma Norrington
All children representing St Thomas at the Guildford Primary
Schools Music Association Concert

Showing Kindness to others and keeping our Golden
Rule
Lucy Curtin

Charlotte Carter

Adelaide Hiblen

Elodie Milton

Sophie McCoy
Callum Yeates

Making a positive contribution to the School
All of St Cloud’s class for their excellent worship
Congratulations to our Quiz and Cross Country teams for
their hard work and determination

And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week
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Contacting the School
Absences – please call the office number BEFORE 9.30am 01483 888388
For general enquiries, medical issues
– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Business Manager and Office Manager
– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:
admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours
- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email:
admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
To change meal requests and for school meal payments
- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:
schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries
- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:
office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs
- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw
- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or phone on 07725 250 435
For SEN information or advice
- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Mr Lewin
- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

