St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 27th February 2017

Addreally
thinki good to see so many of you at the Parent teacher meetings on Thursday and I look
It was
forward to seeing everyone else on Monday! The home-school partnership is so important in
ensuring that your child gets the very best from their school days. Please don’t forget we have
one of our regular coffee mornings on Tuesday at 9.00 in the Junior Hall if you have the time
to pop in for a coffee and a quick chat before carrying on with your day.

As a former Akela

and Scout Leader I was delighted to see so many of our children in their uniforms from the
Scouts and Guides on Wednesday celebrating World Thinking Day. This is an opportunity (that at
school we try to take every day!) to think about our world and the needs of those in every
corner of the globe. It is wonderful to think that there were millions of children doing exactly
the same right around the world on Wednesday, including, of course, in Busenya.

I enjoyed

Wednesday even more as I had the chance to teach in two classes in Year 6 and Year 3. The
children showed me by example how well they are making S=P+A+C+E for their learning and I
hope you too are seeing a more positive and confident approach to learning at home!

Next

week we begin our journey through Lent with an Ash Wednesday service led by Father Alan and
over the rest of the term each class in KS1 and 2 will have the opportunity to visit St Pius

and walk the Stations of the Cross with Father Alan. Our Lenten appeals are for the Bishop’s
charity, Missio (look out for the collection boxes coming home) and also for the work of
WaterAid a charity we are supporting through our sponsored marathon run. Please do encourage
your child with this – running a mile a day is a really positive act especially when linked to
fundraising for a charity that works with some of the most impoverished peoples in our world.
Enjoy the rest of your weekends – Strings orchestra; I’m looking forward to Sunday’s concert at
G-Live!
Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
St Thomas’ Learner Perseverance – Perseverance and the growth mindset
CLUBS WEEK 7
th
Monday 27 February
 Second hand uniform sale at pick up time
 Parents Evening (appointments can be made via Scopay)
Tuesday 28th February
 Parents Coffee Morning. Please come and join us after drop off for a cup of tea or coffee and
a biscuit
Wednesday 1st March
 Ash Wednesday Service in school and distribution of Ashes
Thursday 2nd March
 St Kea’s class worship – class parents please do join us if you can – 9.00am in the Infant Hall
 Father Alan leading Year 6 in the Stations of the Cross at St Pius (in the afternoon)
Friday 3rd March
 Parents Prayer group in the Computing Suite at 9.00am. Please join us if you can, all
welcome
 School nurse to visit the Reception classes
 PTA Book Sale at the end of the School Day in the Junior Hall (see the PTA news)
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MONDAY 6th March
 St Thomas’ Learner Perseverance – What’s the point?
 Governors Meeting
 PTA Meeting 19.45 Horse & Groom. All welcome

TUESDAY 7th March
 Busenya Activity Day
 World Book Day School Lunch

WEDNESDAY 8th MARCH
 Reception children visit to Natural History Museum
 Catenian Public Speaking Competition

Thursday 9th March






Year 2 visit to Wimbledon
English Learning Walk
10am Year 3 Mass at St Pius. Parents and Carers join us if you can
Father Alan leading Stations of the Cross at St Pius for classes in the afternoon
PTA Cake Sale Year 3

Friday 10th March
 Choir rehearsal for GLive concert
 PTA Wine Tasting Evening (tickets available now)

We do a lot of work with the children on the question of keeping safe and with a focus
on what they might be accessing online through searches or games. On Wednesday I
was in class with St Emily’s and we were talking about the importance of keeping
ourselves safe online. I have to say the children were well informed and aware. On
Tuesday I had been at a talk given by Lorin LaFave the mother of teenager Breck who
was groomed and then killed by an online “friend” from a gaming site. It is such a sad
story; four years of grooming online. I am hoping that Lorin will be able to come into
school to talk to all of us and share her story but it has made me think again about how
important it is that, as parents, we have a real handle on what the children are able to
access online through their various devices and the protections that we can and should
be putting in place at home for them (this includes abiding by age restrictions for
games and social media). There are some excellent websites offering advice and help
and you can find them through links on the safeguarding and online safety pages of our
website – please do check them out.

Follow this link http://www.seenature.org.uk/schools/stthomas-canterbury-primary-school/ and watch our very
own Bird Box. Currently it’s empty but we look in hope!
Come on birds… you know you want to nest in our box!

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News

Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 27th February 2017, page 3

A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Perseverance – The Growth Mindset
The question I shall be posing to the children next week is
how strong is their Growth Mindset? We talk a lot about
having a growth mindset, being optimistic and open about
our learning, having the belief that we can do it and that it is
worth doing. By definition whilst this is all about attitude it is
also bound up with Perseverance. The ability to keep trying
and have another go with a different approach, to learn from
mistakes: that is all about perseverance and it is all about the
Growth Mindset.
I hope that we all aspire to a Growth mindset. I want the
children to see that whilst fixed mind-sets exist in all of us
(probably) they don’t help us to learn or to move on in any
area of life. We have to work hard sometimes to find our
growth mindset. This last week we have been looking at
Matthew’s Gospel account of the Sermon on the Mount and
the demand to love our enemies. Jesus recognised that that
was hard but that unless we do, we will always have
enemies. It takes a growth mindset to see that we can
forgive and we can move on and if that is the example we
set every day then those that find it hardest will begin to see
its value and follow suit. Wouldn’t our world be a wonderful
place if we could all do that? The children are trying hard.
Do we? This coming week’s Gospel is about trusting in God
and trying not to worry too much about the day to day.
That requires a growth mindset too and perseverance.
Every day we can show our children what these things
mean, share examples from our day when we have met
them and when we haven’t. As parents we are the first and
foremost teachers of our children: our example, our
enthusiasm, our openness and our growth mindsets, our
willingness to persevere… it is all watched and remembered
and helps make our children who we would like them to be:
happy, kind, loving and generous and ready for the world.
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The Governors have agreed the final form of the Admissions Policy for 2018-19 following the end
of the Consultation Period. This follows a Diocesan Model policy and is now available on the
School website – follow this link to find the final documents. The policies and Supplementary
Information Forms that need to be completed for Admissions are there for admissions in the
current school year and 2017-18 as well as now for 2018-19.

How wonderful to see so many beavers, cubs, scouts,
brownies and guides in their uniforms on Wednesday as
part of the worldwide celebration of World Thinking
Day…

We will be having a World Book Day lunch on Tuesday 7th March with the following menu:
Little Red Riding Hood’s Popped Coated Chicken
Or George’s Marvellous Mac Bites (v)
Served with Horrid Henry’s Herby Diced Potatoes, Batman’s Baked Beans & Mary Poppin’s Peas
Followed by Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’s famous Chocolate Sponge with Chocolate Sauce
Also available Famous Five a Day Fresh Fruit
If your child usually has a packed lunch you will have received a letter and slip asking if they would
like to have the special lunch. Please return the slip and payment by Tuesday 28 th February 2017.
Children who would normally have a hot lunch on this day will automatically receive the special
lunch.
This is the date of our next B… for Busenya day when the children in every class will be making
books based on traditional African tales to send to the children in Busenya and follows World Book
Day (the previous Thursday).
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Uniform Sale, Monday 27th February



th

Our very popular Second Hand Uniform Shed will be opening it’s doors again on 27 February from 3pm.
Pop down and grab a bargain!
Please give any uniform donations into the school office.

Second Hand Book Sale, Friday 3rd March



Come down to the Junior Hall from 3pm and grab an absolute bargain!
We’ll be selling off second hand books for 20p along with tea, coffee and snacks.

….and we have our very own Children’s Book Author in our midst!
Catherine Smith is a parent at St Thomas’ with Grace in Year 3 and Evie in Reception and has recently written
her own children’s book, The Sparkly Sleepy-Time Wand and will be selling copies at the book sale with 50%
of proceeds going to the PTA! Her book is a bedtime fairy story aimed at 3-5yr olds with a CD read by Lucy
Benjamin from Eastenders and a free Fairy Wand stashed in a secret compartment at the back of the book….a
perfect present! The retail price is £9.99 but Catherine will be selling her book on Friday for £7 each! Take a look
at her website www.graceandevie.co.uk


Come down, grab a cuppa and a bit of reading material and have a chat!

Monthly PTA Meeting, Monday 6th March



Come and join us at the Horse and Groom from 7.45pm. All welcome!
Find out what’s going on this Summer, have your say and see how you can get involved!

Year 3 Cake Sale, Thursday 9th March



It’s Year 3’s turn to jump into the Cake Baking arena and see if they can win the St Thomas Bake Off title on
th
Thursday 9 March!
Year 6 are currently top of our Leader Board…can they be knocked off the top spot in the race to win class
treats and the Bake-Off title at the end of the year?

Wine Tasting Evening, Friday 10th March – TICKETS ON SALE NOW!





Our Wine Tasting evening with Taurus Wines is back by popular demand! Join us for another superb evening
of good wines, sumptuous nibbles and great conversation with Taurus Wines, 7.30pm – 10.30pm.
Approximately 30 different wines will be on offer with cheese, pate, biscuits and nibbles included in the
ticket price.
Tickets are on sale now at £15 each. There are also ‘soft drinks only’ tickets available for £8 each so that
non-drinkers can enjoy the evening with friends too!
Book early to avoid disappointment!
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Click here for the Ticket Request Form

Groundforce Day, Saturday 25th March



Don’t forget to Save the Date for another action packed Groundforce Day…..stay for an hour or for the day!
There will be small activities to keep the kids busy if needed, tea, coffee, biscuits etc and of course Mr
Lewin’s famous bacon butties! It’s a great atmosphere!

Phil the Bag, Tuesday 25th April




th

Phil the Bag collection will take place on Tuesday 25 April so make sure you save all your unwanted clothes
and linen if you’re having a Spring clean!
Phil accepts adults and children’s clothing, hats, shoes, belts, handbags and household textiles (sheets,
pillow cases, duvet covers, curtains and towels but not blankets and sleeping bags).
Phil the Bag no longer provides branded bags so please just use your own black bin liners. Please DO NOT
bring your bags before the day as we have nowhere to store them.

St Thomas’ Summer Fayre, Saturday 10th June - SAVE THE DATE!



Make sure you get this date in your diaries! The Summer Fayre is set to be an extravanganza, with stalls
galore, a BBQ, a bar and lots to entertain the whole family….don’t miss it!
More details to follow soon!

The ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball, Saturday 17th June - SAVE THE DATE!



The parents event of the year is now on the horizon! Get your babysitters booked and your dancin’ shoes
dusted off for our ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball…..”a night of vintage glamour”!
More details to follow soon!

….AND FINALLY!
Would you like to be on our Volunteers List?






The Volunteers List is our ‘go to’ list when the PTA are holding an event or need help with a certain project
or activity. There is no obligation, we simply email everyone on the list and ask if they’d like to help out or
be involved in the event.
You’ll receive our Monthly PTA Meeting agenda each month so you’ll know what we’re discussing at the
meetings and this will give you the opportunity to pop along if a topic peaks your interest!
If you would like to be on our list and get involved please email us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
No obligation. Help when you’re free. Get involved and support our school.
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Holy Communion Outfits Needed!




Do you have Holy Communion outfits gathering dust in your children’s wardrobes? We will happily take
them off your hands and sell them on via the Uniform Shed to those completing their Holy Communion this
year!
Please give any donations into the school office or contact us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Gardening Club anyone?



Following our recent Groundforce Day efforts, we’re planning to re-start a Parents Gardening Club!
The intention is to meet once a month on a week day after drop off and carry out some basic weeding, leaf
clearing and cutting back so that our established plants and newly planted shrubs and bulbs are looked after
and given a chance to thrive!

Please let us know if you’d like to be added to the Gardening Club Volunteer List. The PTA will send out a
reminder a week or so before each date, there is no obligation to get involved, just let us know if you can make
it!

Give us a like on Facebook……..

www.facebook.com/STOCPTApage/

Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about selling your house! Our school
receives a donation from Bourne of up to 10% of their fee if you sell with them and MENTION
St Thomas!

THANK YOU
So far this year you have helped us to
raise £3,000 for charity as well as
donating food and toys to those in our
local area who are in need…
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School Lunches for Spring term…
Payment for school meals for the second half of the Spring term is £66.00. This
is a debt owed to Surrey County Council and should please be paid in advance.
Payment can be made online via Scopay (www.scopay.com) or at the school
office by cash or cheque payable to Surrey County Council.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

v Country vegetable

Chilli con carne served

Roast British chicken

BBQ organic pork

bake served with

on a bed of rice

served with sage and

medallions served in a

served with oven

crispy herby potatoes

accompanied with a

onion stuffing, roast

sub roll with

chips and crushed

and baked beans

baked tortilla and

potatoes, savoy

sweetcorn

peas

sweetcorn

cabbage and gravy

v Winter vegetable

v Homity flan with a

v Quorn fillet served

v Bean burrito served

v Margherita

casserole and

carrot and courgette

with sage and onion

with savoury

macaroni cheese

dumplings served with

bread served with

stuffing, roast

wholegrain rice and

served with a hunk of

crispy herb potatoes

green beans

potatoes, fresh carrot

coleslaw

bread and farmhouse

and broccoli florets

batons and gravy

Breaded Pollock fillet

vegetables

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Chocolate mousse

v PANCAKES!

v Cheese and crackers

v Fresh fruit platter

v Ginger cookie

with fresh apple slices

and crème fraiche

with mandarin
oranges

Monday
-

Tuesday
Beef Burrito

v Veggie Burger in a

-

bun

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Hot chicken mayo &

BBQ meatball pasta

Breaded fish fillet in a

stuffing roll

pot

bun

v Quorn mayo &

v BBQ Quorn pasta

v Margherita pizza

stuffing wrap

pot

roll

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

v Chocolate mousse

v PANCAKES!

v Cheese and crackers

v Fresh fruit selection

v Ginger cookie

with mandarin

with sultanas

oranges
N.B. the moving up menu is not suitable for gluten free children
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Do you shop at Sainsbury’s, John Lewis or Waitrose?
Pay for your shopping using gift cards bought from school and you can earn the school 5% of
the value of cards you buy without you paying anything extra – how good is that!.
EITHER buy Sainsburys and/or John Lewis/Waitrose gift cards from the school office as you
need
OR set up a monthly direct debit to the school for an amount of your choice and collect your
gift cards from the office at the beginning of the month.
The school will then receive a kick back of 5% of the value of the gift cards purchased.
John Lewis and Waitrose gift cards can also be used online as well as in store.
Come and have a chat with Sahar in the school office to get started.
If every family in the school purchased around £50 of gift cards per month the school
would stand to raise a whopping £10,000 per year!
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The St Thomas of Canterbury
ROLL OF HONOUR
Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Olivier Palka

Anasztazia Chambers

Hannah Morton
Gionni Milanese

Ollie Simpson

Noah Carter

Laura Carmargo-Santos
Roksana Borzecka
Violet Richards

Jack Taylor

Felix Maslowski
Cian Phelan

Brandon Stiff
Thomas Mansell

Kurtis Wise
Carlos Silva

Responsible Role Models in their behaviour, attitude
and learning
Zed Tindogo

Showing Kindness to others and keeping our Golden
Rule
Joseph Vitulli

Keira Skeet

Valerie Silva
Adam Trawczynski
Charlotte Della-Maestra

Ellie Dudley

Isabelle Bruneau
Evie Smith
Nathaniel Kondracka

Making a positive contribution to the School
William Cooper

And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week
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Contacting the School
Absences – please call the office number BEFORE 9.30am 01483 888388
For general enquiries, medical issues
– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Business Manager and Office Manager
– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:
admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours
- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email:
admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
To change meal requests and for school meal payments
- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:
schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries
- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:
office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs
- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw
- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or phone on 07725 250 435
For SEN information or advice
- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Mr Lewin
- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/
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