St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 20th February 2017

I hope that you are all enjoying your half term break. I know from the children that many of
you are away on holiday but many are at home and some of the children are here at school
enjoying all the fun of our Holiday Club! Whatever you are up to I hope it’s fun.
The last week of the half term was certainly a busy one and lots of fun! We enjoyed another
wonderful Class worship led by St Nicholas’ class with timely reminders about St Valentine and
the importance of doing what we know is right. That was quickly followed by Year 3’s very
exciting Madhatters’ Tea party – thank you for the effort with the costumes, they all looked
fabulous and had such a great time. Not to miss out, Year 5 had a super poetry workshop
around the Highwayman and they have produced some stunning writing and art work inspired by
the poem. Year 6 then finished the week with an amazing day of sculpting, turning our
everyday recyclables into amazing sculptures based on characters and scenes from A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. In the midst of all that our EYFS classes entertained their grandparents at a
very special tea party. It was inspiring to see so many grandparents joining the children for the
afternoon – thank you all.
We have been building up to our marathon run starting next week and I hope you have all
received details of that via your children on Friday. If everyone was sponsored just 10p a mile we
would raise over a £1,000 for WaterAid!

Thank you to every one who donated books, phones,

computers and CDs for the schools in Mukono, Uganda. Our Books for Busenya also went with
the Mayor! We have our next B for Busenya day before Easter and will be looking at creating
more useful resources for Busenya and linking our work with World Book Day. Enjoy the rest of
your week!
Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
St Thomas’ Learner Perseverance – Try and try again
Don’t forget to book your
CLUBS WEEK 6
parents evening
appointments via Scopay
Monday 20th February
 Welcome back to school
Tuesday 21st February
 Years 3 and 4 able writers day at Queen Eleanor’s School (if your child is attending you will
have been notified)
Wednesday 22nd February
 Thinking Day – members of the Guides and Scouts can wear their uniforms to school today
 Year 5 and 6 able writers day at Queen Eleanor’s School (if your child is attending you will
have been notified)
 Governors Resources Committee meeting
Thursday 23rd February
 Father Alan in school in the afternoon with Year 6
 Parents Evening (appointments can be made via Scopay)
Sunday 26th February
 Strings Orchestra concert at G Live (Year 5 & 6 Strings orchestra)
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MONDAY 27th FEBRUARY
 St Thomas’ Learner Perseverance – Perseverance and the growth mindset
 Second hand uniform sale at pick up time
 Parents Evening (appointments can be made via Scopay)

TUESDAY 28th February
 Parents Coffee Morning. Please come and join us after drop off for a cuppa and a biscuit

WEDNESDAY 1st MARCH
 Ash Wednesday Service in school and distribution of Ashes

Thursday 2nd March
 Father Alan in school in the afternoon

Friday 3rd March
 Parents Prayer group in the Computing Suite at 9.00am. Please join us if you can, all welcome
 School nurse to visit the Reception classes

Each Ground Force Day makes a dramatic difference to the school’s outside areas and appearance however
between these days there are a few garden maintenance jobs that need looking after and so we are hoping
to re-start a Parents Gardening Club.
The intention is to meet once a month on a week day after drop off and carry out some basic weeding, leaf
clearing and cutting back so that our established plants and newly planted shrubs and bulbs are looked after
and given a chance to thrive!
Please let the PTA know (ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk) if you’d like to be added to the Gardening Club
Volunteer List. The PTA will send out a reminder a week or so before each date.
There is no obligation to get involved, just let us know if you can make it!

Can you help us raise £20 000 for the school?
Join Shop with the school and you could do just that


Simply purchase the Sainsburys Gift Cards from the school office as you need OR complete a Direct Debit form
and Sainsburys will donate 5% of your spend back to the school! If you opt for Direct Debit you can pick up
your Gift Cards from the office every month and a reminder will be sent via Parentmail.



If every family in the school purchased around £100 of Sainsburys gift cards per month the school would
stand to raise a whopping £20,000 per year!!!



There is also the potential to do this scheme with John Lewis (and you can use your vouchers at Waitrose!)
John Lewis will give a 5% kick-back to the school so please get in touch with Sahar Tahouri in the school office
or at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk if you’d be interested in purchasing vouchers from John Lewis!
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Perseverance – Try and try again
Perseverance is a wonderful thing. It is often much easier to
say than to do. I am sure that as adults we all have things
that we know we have to make an effort at – to persevere
at - because we find them hard, boring or perhaps
unrewarding. Perhaps the most frequent reason that we
don’t persevere is that we don’t feel confident that our
efforts will be worth it – a fear of failure or maybe lack of
recognition. None of the reasons are straightforward and
nor are they easy to overcome but success can only come if
we do find a way to get through those barriers and reach
the goal.
Other people can be a great help in the development of our
ability to persevere… encouragement, even nagging can
make all the difference. I find it hard to keep trying to raise
my fitness, get to the gym, go for that run. Without a doubt
the helpful (and generally positive) encouragement/nagging
from Mrs Lewin is a great help. Left to my own devices
would I go? Probably not. With encouragement? Yes, I will.
Even better if she comes with me and sets the example (and
gives my competitive gene a little outing too!).
Parenting involves a lot of encouragement, about helping
our children develop their attitudes and abilities.
Perseverance should never be overlooked – we should
always encourage them to have another go, to try again, to
come back and make it next time. It’s rather like that first
fall from the bike – they need to get straight back on and
have another go.
I know you will be encouraging your children in everything
they do, including their learning. Use the P word and show
them how you persevere even when you find something
hard or boring or unrewarding or you are afraid of not
getting it right first time…

NEVER GIVES UP
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Uniform Sale, Monday 27th February



th

Our very popular Second Hand Uniform Shed will be opening its doors again on 27 February from 3pm. Pop
down and grab a bargain!
Please give any uniform donations into the school office.

Year 3 Cake Sale, Thursday 9th March



It’s Year 3’s turn to jump into the Cake Baking arena and see if they can win the St Thomas Bake Off title on
th
Thursday 9 March!
Year 6 are currently top of our Leader Board…can they be knocked off the top spot in the race to win class
treats and the Bake-Off title at the end of the year?

Wine Tasting, Friday 10th March - SAVE THE DATE!



Make sure you stick the date in your diaries for another superb evening of good wines, sumptuous nibbles
and great conversation with Taurus Wines!
th
Tickets go on sale on 20 February at £15 each. There will also be ‘soft drinks only’ tickets available for £8
each so that non-drinkers can enjoy the evening with friends too!

Groundforce Day, Saturday 25th March



Don’t forget to Save the Date for another action packed Groundforce Day…..stay for an hour or for the day!
There will be small activities to keep the kids busy if needed, tea, coffee, biscuits etc. and of course Mr
Lewin’s famous bacon butties! It’s a great atmosphere!

The ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball, Saturday 17th June - SAVE THE DATE!



The parents event of the year is now on the horizon! Get your babysitters booked and your dancin’ shoes
dusted off for our ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball…..”a night of vintage glamour”!
More details to follow soon!

….AND FINALLY!
100 Club Winner!



Congratulations to February’s 100 Club winner Andy Tubb (Niamh O’Driscoll) with no.30! Your £25
cheque is in the post!
Are you a member of the 100 Club?? We still have some numbers available! Simply pay an annual
subscription of £12, a number will be allocated to you and you will automatically be entered for
monthly draws of £25 and two £100 draws per year. Please contact Fernanda Mitchell or drop an email
to the PTA Chair to sign up at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Holy Communion Outfits Needed!




Do you have Holy Communion outfits gathering dust in your children’s wardrobes? We will happily take
them off your hands and sell them on via the Uniform Shed to those completing their Holy Communion
this year!
Please give any donations into the school office or contact us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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More offers from Local Public Houses!
 25% off food at the Albany, Guildford
Visit The Albany and receive 25% off food from any of our superb menus. Offer valid every day. Not to be used
in conjunction with any other offers. Book your table on 01483 572410. Mention the PTA offer to the staff when
asking for your bill.
 20% off food at the Olive Tree, Sutton Green
Visit The Olive Tree in and receive 20% off food from our menu and specials board. Offer valid Monday
to Thursday (lunch and dinner) and Friday lunchtime. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers.
Mention the PTA offer when asking for your bill. Call 01483 729999 to book.
 20% off food at the Dog and Pheasant, Brook
th
Visit The Dog and Pheasant in Brook (rated 4 out of 62 restaurants on Trip Advisor) and receive and receive
20% off food. Offer valid Monday to Thursday (lunch and dinner) and Friday lunchtime. Not to be used in
conjunction with any other offers. Mention the PTA offer when asking for your bill. Book a table at 01428
682763.
 Additional PTA Funding
For any visit until the end of February, by any staff or parents taking advantage of any of the offers above, simply
take a photograph of the bill and either email or text it to Myles Gilbert (owner) quoting St Thomas of
Canterbury School and they will donate 5% of the food bill to the PTA:
Email : myles@gilbertandcoestates.com
Text : 07770 773322

Give us a like on Facebook……..

www.facebook.com/STOCPTApage/

Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about selling your house! Our
school receives a donation from Bourne of up to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!
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School Lunches for Spring term…
Payment for school meals for the first half of the Spring term is £66.00. This is a
debt owed to Surrey County Council and should please be paid in advance.
Payment can be made online via Scopay (www.scopay.com) or at the school
office by cash or cheque payable to Surrey County Council.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

v Pasta Neapolitan

Organic beef

Roast British pork

Chicken and

Wild Alaskan

served with herby

burger in a bun

served with apple

sweetcorn pastry

Pollock fish fingers

bread & garden

served with winter

sauce, roast

topped pie served

served with

peas

coleslaw

potatoes, cabbage

with mashed

country style

& gravy

potato & roasted

potatoes &

carrots

farmhouse
vegetables

v Vegetable biryani

v Sweet potato

v Red Leicester &

v Quorn & baked

v Spinach &

served with

patty served in a

caramelised onion

bean filled jacket

ricotta cannelloni

wholegrain rice &

bun with crudités

quiche served with

potato served with

in tomato sauce

roast potatoes &

garden peas

served with pesto

sweetcorn

cauliflower florets

bread & green
beans

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Apple filled oaty

v Fresh fruit

v Fruity flapjack

v Cheese &

v Chocolate sponge

slice served with

platter & crème

crackers served

& chocolate

custard

fraiche

with celery sticks

custard

Follow this link http://www.seenature.org.uk/schools/stthomas-canterbury-primary-school/ and watch our very own
Bird Box. Currently it’s empty but we look in hope! Come on
birds… you know you want to nest in our box!
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YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR WEEK
COMMENCING 20TH FEBRUARY 2017
v Hot Pizza

Tuna Pasta Pot

Baguette

Roast Pork and

Chicken Faijta

Fish Finger Wrap

v Vegetable

v Cheesy

v Vegetable

Burger in a Roll

Sweetcorn Pasta

Calzone

Apple Sauce Bap
V Quorn Faijta

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

v Oaty Apple Slice

v Fresh Fruit

v Fruity Flapjack

v Cheese &

v Chocolate Sponge

Crackers with
Celery
N.B. the moving up menu is not suitable for gluten free children
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Lola Larquey-Allen Joshua Lang
Aidan Fletcher Matilda Grover Pearl Brown
Tyler West Bartosz Grabkowski
Hannah Jackubowski

Responsible Role Models in their behaviour, attitude
and learning
Gaia Rainone

Showing Kindness to others and keeping our Golden
Rule
Isla Jelley Liliya Mooroogen Verran
Zed Tindogo Orlaith Byrne Carlos Montejo
Elena Calvert Cameron Fairhurst-Harty
Jacob Linsell

Making a positive contribution to the School
Sophie McCoy Santi Dominguez Joey Niland

Anasztazia Chambers Eleanor Brumpton
Alice Dorricott Lucille Holmes Freya Morrison
Storm Evans

And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week
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Contacting the School
Absences – please call the office number BEFORE 9.30am 01483 888388
For general enquiries, medical issues
– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Business Manager and Office Manager
– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:
admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours
- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email:
admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
To change meal requests and for school meal payments
- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:
schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries
- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:
office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs
- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw
- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or phone on 07725 250 435
For SEN information or advice
- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Mr Lewin
- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/
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