St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday30th January 2017

This week has passed in something of a whirl! We have relaunched the Daily Mile with a new
improved course which is well signposted and keeps the children on the pathways. Miss Botham is
running the London Marathon this year, raising funds for Water Aid, and we have focussed our
running around the same theme and after half term will all be trying to run 26 miles in 26 days and
raise some money for Water Aid at the same time – see Miss Botham’s article below.
Our Busenya team have been busy starting to organise our next Busenya day later in the term but
our meeting coincided with an approach from the Project’s Chairperson, Tamsy Baker appealing for
donations of specific items that she and the Mayor can take with them when they visit Mukono next
month – again, you can read more below. It would be great if you can help in any way.
I hope that your child has spoken with you about our act of Kindness initiative. Our expectation is
that everyone is kind all of the time – in line with the Golden Rule, to treat others as you would
like to be treated yourself. The initiative is to encourage the children to identify acts of kindness
from others and to see the impact that a simple kind act can have. In worship today we considered
Aesop’s line that “no act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted”. We believe that and expect
everyone to strive to follow it. It was great to hand out the first of our new special awards for
Kindness in worship today and I look forward to presenting many, many more over the coming weeks.
I was very sorry to miss Year 4’s Prayer Service on Thursday which I know was a beautiful and
moving time of worship – the children were a credit and my thanks to Mr Kitcatt and to Mrs Reid
for all their hard work too. Miss Petley remains unwell and please do keep her in your prayers
together with Mrs Petrusewicz who continues her treatment for a brain tumour. We all miss them
both.
It’s started to rain as I write this but here’s hoping for a dry and warmer weekend which I hope you
all manage to enjoy, whatever you have planned!
Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
St Thomas’ Learner Attitude – Not being afraid of making mistakes
CLUBS WEEK 4
th
Monday 30 January
 Year 3 Alice in Wonderland themed visit to Guildford
Tuesday 31st January
 Parents coffee morning after drop off. Please join us for a coffee, biscuit and a chat
Wednesday 1st February
 19.00 Year 2 SATs parents information evening
Thursday 2nd February
 Year 1 St Cloud Class to visit the Victorian Classroom in Guildford
 Year 6 St George class worship – parents please join us if you are able
 Father Alan in school in the afternoon
 15.00 Cross country team racing at Boxgrove school
Friday 3rd February
 09.00 Parent Prayer Group – everyone (including Grandparents!) welcome to join us
 18.00 DISCO FEVER! See the PTA news for details
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MONDAY 6th FEBRUARY
 St Thomas’ Learner Attitude – Building confidence for learning
 PTA meeting 19.45 at The Horse and Groom. All welcome

TUESDAY 7th February
 Safer internet day
 Year 5 Highwayman workshop

WEDNESDAY 8th February
 Reception year Grandparents tea party 13.30

Thursday 9th February
 Year 6 St Nicholas class worship – parents please join us if you are able
 Father Alan in school in the afternoon
 Year 3 Madhatter’s tea party

Friday 10th February
 PE learning walk with the Governors

Instalments are due:

Deposit due:

Year 4 York trip
Year 6 France trip

Year 5 Swanage trip

IMPORTANT Parents using drop off lane should only turn left out of school. Please do not
turn right as this is causing unnecessary traffic jams.
To ease traffic flow please avoid driving up Horseshoe Lane West.

Unfortunately we have had complaints from residents on Daryington Drive regarding parking
across driveways and on the junction with Epsom Road. A reminder it is illegal to park opposite
or within 10 meters of a junction or on the Zig Zag lines outside the school. Please park legally,
sensibly and safely and don’t block our neighbours’ drives. Help to keep our children safe as
they travel to and from school.
Please note the staff car park is for staff only throughout the day and at pick up time. Unless
previously arranged there is no parking for parents or carers on site.

Reminder - No child should be left at school before 8.30am – there are no adults on duty before
then.
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This week we have re-launched the Daily Mile with an exciting twist and it has
been lovely to see the children embracing the challenge each day this week.
After half term the children will be taking on the London Marathon with me (one
mile at a time!) to raise money for Water Aid. The idea is that they are
sponsored by friends and family for each mile that they run over 26 school days.
All the money raised will go to Water Aid. In the meantime, we will use the next
few weeks as training, and half term could serve as a taper week!
Fundraising packs with all the information you need including sponsorship packs
are coming soon, but for now please encourage your children to prepare for
their marathon by running/fast walking a mile each day.
Thank you in advance for your support with this - it will certainly help me get
through my training knowing that we are raising money for Water Aid to support
all the crucial work they do. There will also be a fundraising collection in the
school office for anyone who wishes to donate!
All the best and happy running!

Miss Botham

The Mayor of Guildford, Cllr Gordon Jackson and his wife are visiting Mukono along with Tamsy
Baker the chair of the Guildford Mukono link next month and they will be visiting our Linked
schools including, of course, Busenya. They will have three empty suitcases which they are hoping
to fill with donations to distribute to the schools. We are sending Busenya the books that we made
during our last Busenya day but Tamsy has asked for any of the following resources too. They may
not go to Busenya but they will go to one of the schools in the Mukono district. If you can help
please bring any donations to the School Office before half term and we will ensure that Tamsy
has them in time.
The ability to access information, support and communicate via the internet is such an advantage
to a school. Do you have a smartphone, tablet or laptop that that you no longer need and are
willing to donate? Your device would make a real difference to a school in Mukono.
In Mukono, children learn to read from the blackboard. Many schools have no books! No reading
schemes, no children's story books and in one Reception class there were 84 children sitting in rows
learning to read from the blackboard! Do you have any children's picture books we could take?
Music GCSE focuses on Western music but the students are unable to hear western music. Do you
have any unwanted CD's of western music?
Thank you.
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Attitude – Not being afraid of making mistakes
Over the last few weeks we have been focussing on our
attitude towards learning and the importance of confidence.
As we have seen, one of the biggest barriers to learning can
be the fear of failure and too often the children (and adults)
see a mistake as a failure. Because they don’t want to fail,
the children are afraid of making a mistake and so the
easiest option is not to try or not to challenge themselves
or not to take a risk and try anything new. This is a vicious
circle of negativity and can be very hard to escape.
So, how can we help the children escape from the fear of
making a mistake?
The first thing we try to do is to ensure that there is no
negativity attached to mistakes provided the children have
tried their best and made an effort. The next step is to take
the time to look at the mistake and how it was made –
where did the thinking or the application go astray – time to
reflect without any blame or condemnation, just an open
approach to finding out the steps taken. The most important
step is then to see what could have been done to avoid the
mistake and learn from that to ensure that the mistake is
not repeated. In that way the mistake becomes a really
positive and useful learning tool - nothing to be afraid of but
rather an opportunity to learn. As adults we need to model
the approach to our own mistakes – recognise them (rather
than hide them), take time to reflect about what we have
done and think of ways we could have approached the
problem differently, and then tried again. The more we can
articulate these processes with the children and encourage
them to articulate them too the deeper and more effective
our learning becomes.

NEVER GIVES UP
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UPCOMING EVENTS
WINTER DISCO, Friday 3rd February


Advance Ticket Sales have now closed but you can still purchase Disco Tickets on the door for £4.50
each!



Volunteers are needed for both the infant and junior discos to help with nail painting, tattoos, floor
walking and other roles during the event, if you can help please indicate on your ticket request slip. If
you are planning on staying with your children why not volunteer to help too? All parents not helping
must wait in the Infant Hall.



The infant disco (Years R,1 and 2) will take place 6pm until 7pm. Squash, a bag of crisps and all
treatments are included in the ticket entry price.



The junior disco (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) will take place 7.15pm until 8.30pm. Squash, a bag of crisps and 1
treatment are included in the ticket entry price. Additional treatments will be available at 50p each and
a tuck shop with prices ranging from 10p to 90p will be open.



Please note that for health & safety reasons, younger siblings who are not yet at school (& older siblings
waiting for the junior disco) may not be brought to either disco, although you are welcome to wait in
the infant hall with them until the disco finishes.

Monthly PTA Meeting, Monday 6th February




Come and join us at the Horse and Groom from 7.45pm
Find out what’s going on this term, have your say and see how you can get involved!
All welcome!

Uniform Sale, Monday 27th February



th

Our very popular Second Hand Uniform Shed will be opening its doors again on 27 February from 3pm. Pop
down and grab a bargain!
Please give any uniform donations into the school office……we’re particularly low on school ties!

Wine Tasting, Friday 10th March - SAVE THE DATE!



Make sure you stick the date in your diaries for another superb evening of good wines, sumptuous nibbles
and great conversation with Taurus Wines!
Tickets go on sale after Half Term!

The ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball, Saturday 17th June - SAVE THE DATE!



The parent event of the year is now on the horizon! Get your babysitters booked and your dancin’ shoes
dusted off for our ‘Hollywood’ Summer Ball…..”a night of vintage glamour”!
More details to follow soon!
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….AND FINALLY!
100 Club Winner for January!


Nikki Cooper is the lucky 100 Club winner for January! Congratulations Nikki…..your £25 cheque will be
winging it’s way to you shortly!

More offers from Local Public Houses!
 25% off food at the Albany, Guildford
Visit The Albany and receive 25% off food from any of our superb menus. Offer valid every day. Not to be used
in conjunction with any other offers. Book your table on 01483 572410. Mention the PTA offer to the staff when
asking for your bill.
 20% off food at the Olive Tree, Sutton Green
Visit The Olive Tree in and receive 20% off food from our menu and specials board. Offer valid Monday
to Thursday (lunch and dinner) and Friday lunchtime. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers.
Mention the PTA offer when asking for your bill. Call 01483 729999 to book.
 20% off food at the Dog and Pheasant, Brook
th
Visit The Dog and Pheasant in Brook (rated 4 out of 62 restaurants on Trip Advisor) and receive and receive
20% off food. Offer valid Monday to Thursday (lunch and dinner) and Friday lunchtime. Not to be used in
conjunction with any other offers. Mention the PTA offer when asking for your bill. Book a table at 01428
682763.
 Additional PTA Funding
For any visit until the end of February, by any staff or parents taking advantage of any of the offers above, simply
take a photograph of the bill and either email or text it to Myles Gilbert (owner) quoting St Thomas of
Canterbury School and they will donate 5% of the food bill to the PTA:
Email : myles@gilbertandcoestates.com
Text : 07770 773322

Nativity DVD’s – limited number of copies still for sale!


We have a limited number of Nativity DVD’s for sale so if you didn’t manage to buy yours before Christmas
please contact us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk. DVD’s are £12 each and will be sold on a first come,
first served basis.

Gardening Club anyone?





Following our recent Groundforce Day efforts, we’re planning to re-start a Parents Gardening Club!
The intention is to meet once a month on a week day after drop off and carry out some basic weeding, leaf
clearing and cutting back so that our established plants and newly planted shrubs and bulbs are looked after
and given a chance to thrive!
Please let us know if you’d like to be added to the Gardening Club Volunteer List. The PTA will send out a
reminder a week or so before each date, there is no obligation to get involved, just let us know if you can
make it!
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Give us a like on Facebook……..

www.facebook.com/STOCPTApage/

Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about selling your house! Our school receives a
donation from Bourne of up to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!

Please remember that to keep
people safe, no-one should be
riding scooters or bikes within
school grounds. Please ensure
children push their scooters and
bikes until they are outside of the
school gate.

Daley
Thompson 3
day camp
‘Aspire to Greatness’ 3 day camp for children aged
6 upwards at Guildford Spectrum this half term.
St Thomas of Canterbury pupils can book at a
10% discount by quoting ATG123 when booking.
Please see the flyer further down the newsletter
for more details.

Easter Music Course 3 – 7 April 2017 Royal Alexandra & Albert School, Redhill
Running for over 40 years, this music course (residential and non-residential options) has given many young
musicians the opportunity to develop, play and perform with other young musicians while making friends at the
same time.
Mini Course Wednesday 5 - Thursday 6 April 2017
For players of around grades 1 – 3 (aged 7 – 12 years old)
There are two ensembles to choose from:



Strings for violin, viola, cello & double bass
Wind Band for all brass, woodwind and percussion

For a brochure visit:
W. www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/surrey-arts/music – follow link for Easter Music
Course
T. 01483 519290
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MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING 30TH JANUARY 2017
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

v Country

Chilli con carne

Roast British

BBQ organic pork

Breaded Pollock

vegetable bake

served on a bed of

chicken served with

medallions served

fillet served with

served with crispy

rice accompanied

sage and onion

in a sub roll with

oven chips and

herby potatoes and

with a baked

stuffing, roast

sweetcorn

crushed peas

baked beans

tortilla and

potatoes, savoy

sweetcorn

cabbage and gravy

v Winter vegetable

v Homity flan with

v Quorn fillet

v Bean burrito

v Margherita

casserole and

a carrot and

served with sage

served with

macaroni cheese

dumplings served

courgette bread

and onion stuffing,

savoury wholegrain

served with a hunk

with crispy herb

served with green

roast potatoes,

rice and coleslaw

of bread and

potatoes and

beans

fresh carrot batons

farmhouse

and gravy

vegetables

broccoli florets
Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Chocolate mousse

v Lemon drizzle

v Cheese and

v Fresh fruit

v Ginger cookie

with mandarin

cake served with

crackers with fresh

platter and crème

oranges

custard

apple slices

fraiche

YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR WEEK
COMMENCING 30TH JANUARY 2017
-

Beef Burrito

v Veggie Burger in

-

a bun

Hot chicken mayo

BBQ meatball

Breaded fish fillet

& stuffing roll

pasta pot

in a bun

v Quorn mayo &

v BBQ Quorn

v Margherita pizza

stuffing wrap

pasta pot

roll

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

v Chocolate mousse

v Lemon drizzle

v Cheese and

v Fresh fruit

v Ginger cookie

with mandarin

cake served with

crackers with

selection

oranges

custard

sultanas
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Catering Assistant Required
at St Thomas of Canterbury School
To help provide the lunchtime service.

Monday to Friday, term time only
12.50 hours per Week

£8.25 per hour
Uniform and training will be provided along with an excellent Terms &

Conditions package
For more details please contact
Maggie Stacey on: 07968 834327
0r visit the Surrey County Council website and search jobs
www.surreycc.gov.uk
The successful candidate(s) will be required to provide relevant details for obtaining DBS Disclosure”
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Mason Clayton Emily Ritchie Storm Evans
Izzy Sloan Alex Kapsalis Lucy Davies
Kuba Swidniewicz Hayden Parker
Charley Hudson Lola Richardson Dan Pretty
Maja Warczak

Responsible Role Models in their behaviour,
attitude and learning
Freya Warren Annabelle Sallis DJ Evans

Showing Kindness to others and keeping our
Golden Rule
Edward Combeer Ernie Ward Sophia Carney
Pui Mun Yin Luke Gaughan Hannah Joseph
Antonio Kubeczka Machado Esme Finch

Natalia Buczak Freddie Richards
Ben Charlwood

Alexandra Kinnes

And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week
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Contacting the School
Absences – please call the office number BEFORE 9.30am 01483 888388
For general enquiries, medical issues
– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Business Manager and Office Manager
– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:
admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours
- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email:
admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
To change meal requests and for school meal payments
- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:
schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries
- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:
office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs
- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw
- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or phone on 07725 250 435
For SEN information or advice
- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Mr Lewin
- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

