
St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School  
  Where every child is special 

Weekly News 
for the week beginning Monday 12th December 2016 

 

The third week of Advent is almost upon us and it is very apt 

that it is the week of Joy as we come together to share all of 

the different Christmas performances next week. I look forward 

to welcoming you all in to School to join in the fun, joy and 

celebration of Christmas. This has been a week of Celebration too 

with Year 1, Year 2 and Year 6 enjoying their challenge and 

celebration days for the end of their topics. Year 2 wrote super 

brochures about the Great Fire of London and London itself which 

they shared with Year 1 and how great to hear Year 1 children 

telling me in worship this afternoon what they had learned from 

their friends! Meanwhile Year 1 had a great castle building 

challenge to end their topic and a feast with Kings, Queens, 

knights and even a Castle Hound! Year 6 spent time recreating 

many exciting and creative aspects of a Victorian Christmas. 

Please keep Miss Petley in your prayers, she continues to be away 

from school with illness and is desperately missing her class and all 

the drama rehearsals! Also for Mrs Posso whose mother has been 

taken very ill in Gibraltar. 

I hope you all have wonderful weekends and look forward to a 

week of Joy next week!        Neil Lewin 

The Week Ahead… 
Third week of Advent 

NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

St Thomas’ Learner focus on Attitude –- Listening: going beyond just hearing 

Tuesday 13th December 

 Year 1 and 2 performance of ‘Stable Manners’ 14.15 

Wednesday 14th December 

 Year 1 and 2 second performance of ‘Stable Manners’ 14.15 
 Year 3 and 4 evening performance of ‘Lights, Camera, Action’ 19.00 

Thursday 15th December 

 Reception performance of ‘Hump the Camel’ 9.30  

 Year 3 and 4 afternoon performance of ‘Lights, Camera, Action’ 14.15 

Friday 16th December 

 Christmas jumper day (donation for Save the Children) 
 PTA Christmas shopping day 
 School Christmas lunch 
 (PE Kits coming home!) 

 

St Dominic’s class with Freddie and Eddie 

Wong in front of our fabulous Christmas 

Tree. Huge thanks to the Wong family 

and Clandon Park Garden Centre for the 

donation of the tree and all the joy it 

brings. 
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NO CLUBS THIS WEEK 
MONDAY 19th DECEmber 

 St Thomas’ Learner S = P+ A +C+E 
 Father Christmas visiting all the children 
 KS1 Christmas Parties 

TUESDAY 20th DECEMber 
 Year 4 Roman Feast 
 Year 5 & 6 Advent Service at St. Pius 19.00 

WEDNESDAY 21st DECEMBER  
 END OF TERM! School closes for Christmas at 14.00 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Please return all after school activity booking forms by Monday 12th December. 

Unfortunately the Year 1 and 2 art club for next term is now booked up and cannot 
accept anymore children. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you very much for your donations to the Movember 

moustache growing challenge. Mr. Jones’s, Mr. Kitcatt’s, Mr 

McAllister’s and Mr. Lewzey’s facial hair growing has raised a 

brilliant £95. In response to the most popular colour choice Mr. 

Jones has been sporting a lovely green moustache. Unfortunately 

our photo doesn’t do it full justice but you can just see the lovely 

lurid colour. 
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through 

Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, 

of course, effort.  

How many times do we feel that people haven’t listened 

to a word we have been saying? (I shan’t be asking Mrs 

Lewin as I’m sure she’s been keeping count!) But I know 

that there are plenty of times when I am hearing a 

conversation but I’m not listening – I hear the words 

but they don’t sink in to my memory because I wasn’t 

actually listening. I sincerely hope it’s not just me – I 

know it’s not.  

Listening is a key skill of learning. I may have heard the 

instructions or the explanation but if I haven’t made the 

effort to listen to it I will not be able to put it into 

practice…  

True listening is a form of concentration and can be 

affected by tiredness, distraction and stress. We work 

hard on helping the children manage distractions (and 

on ensuring that they are not distracting others) and we 

have a real focus on reducing any stress in the 

classroom. We strive to create a positive and safe 

environment where it is OK to make a mistake and 

speaking up and speaking out is encouraged and every 

response which comes from effort is encouraged and 

praised.  

Listening is a skill and like all skills it needs to be 

practised and we need to keep training ourselves to be 

better at it. I know I need to and I know Mrs Lewin will 

agree! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Attitude – Listening; Going beyond just 

hearing 
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Advent and Christmas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

All the dates: 

Monday 12th December  Advent worship in school for the third week of Advent 

Tuesday 13th December  2.15pm Stable Manners, KS1 Production 

Wednesday 14th December  2.15pm Stable Manners, KS1 Production 
      7.00pm Lights, Camel, Action, Year 3 and 4 Production 

Thursday 15th December  9.30am Hump the Camel, EYFS Production 
      2.15pm Lights, Camel, Action, Year 3 and 4 Production 

Friday 16th December   Christmas Jumper Day  (Donation for Save the Children) 
      PTA Shopping Day (£4 max) 
      Christmas Lunch 

Monday 19th December  Advent worship in school for the fourth week of Advent 
      KS1 parties in the afternoon 

Father Christmas visits St Thomas! 

Tuesday 20th December 7.00pm Advent Carol Service at St Pius led by Years 5 and 
6 

Wednesday 21st December  Advent Carol service to the school 

      END OF TERM – 2.00pm  
 

Happy Christmas! 
 

Eagle Radio Toy Appeal 
Christmas is a time for giving and thinking of others. This year we are encouraging the 
children to buy gifts for disadvantaged children. Eagle Radio will distribute these gifts to 
children living in Surrey and Hampshire, please can the toys be new and unwrapped. They 
particularly need toys for babies/pre-school children and older/teenaged children. So a 
focus on age groups would be helpful. We will collect the toys in school between Monday 
28th November until Monday 12th December, we will then take the toys to Eagle Radio drop 
off points. Thank you in advance for your contributions.  

Thank you to everyone has already sent in a donation – they are all outside Mr Lewin’s 
office so the children can see their charitable work. 
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  Christmas events 
Christmas Shopping Day, Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper 
Day - Friday 16th December 
Children will be encouraged to think of others and buy gifts for family members on our 
school shopping day organised by the PTA. Gifts are £1 and children can bring in up to £4 to 
spend. We are very grateful to the PTA for organising this very popular event. 

This date is also the whole school Christmas lunch (a change from the original diary date). 
We will join together on the 16th December to have a traditional Christmas lunch, crackers 
included! Children who usually bring a packed lunch has the option to have a cooked meal 
on this day. Further information has been sent out. 

Children can wear their Christmas jumpers this day for a donation towards Save the 
Children. 

Christmas Tree 
Many thanks to the Wong family and the Clandon Park Garden Centre for their Christmas 
tree donation which will appear in front of the school very soon. 

Christmas Productions 
The children are enjoying preparing for this year’s productions.  
Reception:   Hump the Camel – Thursday 15th December 9:30am 
Years 1 & 2:  Stable Manners – Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December 2:15pm 
 
Years 3 & 4:   Lights, Camel, Action! – Wednesday 14th December 7:00pm and Thursday 15th 

December2:15pm. 
Years 5 & 6:  Advent Carol Service at St Pius Church – Tuesday 20th December at 7pm 
 
In line with our school photographic policy, we will be asking parents not to take photographs or 
film during the productions. Instead, each child will receive a photograph of themselves in their 
costume to take home. 

If you are interested, the PTA have also arranged for the Reception, Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 productions 
to be filmed. If you would like a DVD these will be available at a cost of £10 if pre ordered and £12 if 
ordered on the day/evening. Please see the letter sent last week all about this offer. 

KS1 parties and Santa visiting - Monday 19th December  
Reception and Key Stage One children will have Christmas parties in the afternoon. We 
would be grateful for a contribution of 50p to pay for the cost of snacks, drinks etc. The food that we 
will buy will not contain nuts. Please put 50p in a named envelope and return it to your child’s class 
teacher by Wednesday 14th December. However, if your child has any food allergy instead of paying 
50p, please provide a small snack, in a named box, for him/her to enjoy at the party. 
Children are allowed to wear party clothes for the day. I have heard that Father Christmas might also 
be making a visit! We are sure the children will enjoy the afternoon. 
 

Advent Service - Wednesday 21st December 
In the morning there will be a whole school Advent service, led by the year 5 and 6 children. 

 

We break up for Christmas at 2pm on Wednesday 21st December. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fayre Profit!      

 The final count has been done and the definitive total for our Christmas Fayre is in……the event made 

an amazing £6,400 profit! Once again, thank you so much to everyone involved, all your efforts paid off! We 
are delighted to have raised such an amount and this will definitely put a dent in the Fundraising Pot toward all 
the exciting outdoor play equipment planned for 2017!  

   

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Christmas Nativity DVD's            

 The pre-order deadline for Nativity DVD’s has now closed but you can still order your child’s DVD for 
£12 after each performance or fill in an order form and hand into the school office along with your £12.  
 The order form is available on the school PTA website under the PTA News section or from the school 
office. Please return with payment to the school office in an envelope marked Christmas DVD.  

  

Children’s Christmas Shopping Day, Friday 16th December              

 The children will have the opportunity to buy up to a maximum of 4 presents for their families at a 
cost of £1 each on Friday 16th December.  
 If your children wish to purchase presents on the day please send them in with money up to £4 in a 
named envelope/wallet and a named plastic bag in which to bring home their purchases.  
 We will need volunteer help throughout the school day to assist the children with their purchases and 
to wrap individual books which cannot be wrapped prior to the event (easy wrapping!). If you can help 
please email us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk. This is a really fun day, helping the children choose all 
their presents so please get in touch if you'd like to be involved!  

  

Santa Visit, Monday 19th December  

 Santa has cleared a space in his busy calendar to visit the children at school on Monday 19th December. 
He will be calling into every class with his trusty elf to give every child a small gift and a Ho Ho Ho!  
Thank you for your continued support 

Neula and Sophie 

PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

  

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about 

selling your house! Our school receives a donation from Bourne of up 

to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!  

 

 

mailto:ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING 12TH DECEMBER 2016 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday
v Country 

vegetable bake 

served with crispy 

herby potatoes and 

baked beans  

Chilli con carne 

served on a bed of 

rice accompanied 

with a baked 

tortilla and 

sweetcorn 

BBQ organic pork 

medallions served 

in a sub roll with 

sweetcorn 

Breaded Pollock 

fillet served with 

oven chips and 

crushed peas 

British Roast 

Turkey with a 

Chipolata Sausage 

and Stuffing served 

with Seasonal 

Vegetables, Roast 

Potatoes and 

Gravy 

v Winter vegetable 

casserole and 

dumplings served 

with crispy herb 

potatoes and 

broccoli florets  

v Homity flan with 

a carrot and 

courgette bread 

served with green 

beans 

v Bean burrito 

served with 

savoury wholegrain 

rice and coleslaw 

v Margherita 

macaroni cheese 

served with a hunk 

of bread and 

farmhouse 

vegetables 

v Quorn Festive 

Parcel (v) served 

with Seasonal 

Vegetables, Roast 

Potatoes and 

Gravy 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

 

v Chocolate mousse 

with mandarin 

oranges 

v Lemon drizzle 

cake served with 

custard 

v Fresh fruit 

platter and crème 

fraiche 

v Ginger cookie v Decorated 

Chocolate Slice 

 

ALL NEW YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR 

WEEK COMMENCING 12TH DECEMBER 2016 

- Beef Burrito BBQ meatball 

pasta pot 

Breaded fish fillet 

in a bun 

MAIN CHRISTMAS 

LUNCH OPTIONS 

 

 
v  Veggie Burger in 

a bun 

- v  BBQ Quorn 

pasta pot 

v  Margherita pizza 

roll 

Crudités Crudités Crudités Crudités 

v Chocolate mousse 

with mandarin 

oranges 

v Lemon drizzle 

cake served with 

custard 

v Fresh fruit 

selection 

v Ginger cookie 

N.B. The moving up menu is not suitable for gluten free children 
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In the New Year, we will be running a Rainbows programme to support children who have 
experienced a loss in their lives either through death or separation. If your child would 
benefit from such support please follow this link and complete the permission slip and 
return to our Home School Link worker, Kate Shaw. Or for more information, either contact 
Kate Shaw or Kate Carter who will be happy to discuss this programme with you. 
 

 

STRANGER 

DANGER 
Surrey police have contacted Surrey 

Schools this week about a recent incident 

in the Ash area.  We would be grateful if 

you could speak to your children about 

keeping safe when walking to and from 

school when unaccompanied by an 

adult. Advice on keeping safe while 

walking home can be found on the Surrey 

Police website 

at https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/

protect-yourself-and-others/personal-

safety/.  

 

Medical Information 

Medication 
Please pick up any children’s medication, if 
required over Christmas, before 2pm on 
Wednesday 21st December  
 
Diarrhoea and Vomiting 
If your child has diarrhoea and/or vomiting 
the school policy is that children are to be 
kept away from school until 48 hours since 
the last episode. 
 
Head lice 
There have been a few reported cases in 
school recently. Please check your children 
and treat them as needed. 
 
 

 
Informing School About Sick Children 

If your child is sick please call the office to let us know before 9am. The school office phone lines 
open at 8.30am however the answer machine is switched on whenever the lines are closed so 
please ring and leave a message if you know your child won’t be attending prior to 8.30am. 
Alternatively send an email to info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk. 
 
If your child is sick for more than 1 day please ring each day to let the office know . Thank you 

http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Rainbows-2016-1.pdf
https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/protect-yourself-and-others/personal-safety/
https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/protect-yourself-and-others/personal-safety/
https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/protect-yourself-and-others/personal-safety/
mailto:info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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More success for Tennis star Aidan 

In arctic conditions...Aidan won the Woking Lawn  

Tennis Club Grade 4 10U last weekend. 

 

His Confidence and Efforts are growing!  

 

PS his tennis gloves stayed for every match! 
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week  

 

Successful and Confident Learners who made 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

Ellen Tubb   Eva Ashby   Noah Davies 

Oliver Infante  Orlaith Byrne 

Theresa Mirandah  Rosie Doherty 

Arthur Jeromin 
   Responsible Role Models in their behaviour, 

attitude and learning 

Nia Jose   Sam Jackson   Noemi Cerere 

Isaac McGrath  Hanna Wojcik 
Making a positive contribution to the class or 

School 

Alex Leszczynski    Miko Ashford 

Lorenzo Vadala  Matthew Watson 

Ellis Mey Harmer 

 

And congratulations to everyone across 

the school who worked so hard to be 

their very best this week 
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Contacting the School 

Absences – please call the office number 01483 888388 

 

For general enquiries, medical issues  

– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:  

 info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For our Business Manager and Office Manager  

– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:  

admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

  

For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours  

- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email: 

admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

 

To change meal requests and for school meal payments  

- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:  

schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries  

- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:  

office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs  

- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw  

- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk   

 

For SEN information or advice 

- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For Mr Lewin  

- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/ 

mailto:info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/
http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

