St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 5th December 2016

What a great day we shared on Saturday at the Christmas Fayre. I can’t thank the PTA Chairs,
Neula and Sophie enough, together with everyone who helped before and on the day in making the
Fayre such a wonderful success. I know we will have raised lots of much needed money but more than
that, the atmosphere and the sheer number of people attending was fabulous. Thank you all.
It was good to see a small band of parents escaping the cold on Tuesday and joining us for coffee –
we are holding these coffee mornings regularly through the year and would be delighted if you could
join us - an informal chance for a chat and a catch up over a coffee and a biscuit!
It was also lovely to welcome Mrs Hills back in to school yesterday on her return from maternity
leave and she will be working in St. Emily’s class with Mrs Elsmore from the start of the new term.
Huge thanks to Mrs Mitchell who has been covering Mrs Hill’s absence so well. Sadly, Miss Petley is
still unwell but we have been so fortunate to have the services of Mrs Reid back in school to help
out.
The week has ended with a great Mummies Feast for Year 3 (thank you for all the great costumes!)
and a brilliant concert from our Year 4 strings and Year 5 and 6 orchestra. Thanks to Mr Chambers
and his staff for all the work they do helping to bring such quality musical opportunities to our
school. I hope you enjoyed the opportunity to see your children’s work this afternoon and wish you a
very happy and relaxed weekend!
Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
Second week of Advent
NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
St Thomas’ Learner focus on Confidence –- Trusting your instincts and sharing your ideas
Monday 5th December
 Book week! G live will be at our whole school worship to launch book week by presenting our School
Book
 Year 6 Victorian Challenge
 PTA Meeting at The Horse and Groom from 7.45pm – please join in if you can
Tuesday 6th December
 Year 6 Victorian Challenge part 2
 18.30 Governors meeting
Wednesday 7th December
 English as an additional language family learning session 4
 Book Fair 15.00 – 16.00. See below for details.
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The Week Ahead…
Thursday 8th December
 Year 2 Celebration day
 Flu immunisations for year 1 - 3
 Father Alan in school this afternoon
 Book Fair 15.00 -16.00
 Year 5 Cake Sale at pick up time

NO CLUBS THIS WEEK
th

MONDAY 12

DECEmber

 St Thomas’ Learner focus on Attitude – Listening: going beyond just hearing

TUESDAY 13th DECEMber
 Year 1 and 2 performance of ‘Stable Manners’ 14.15

WEDNESDAY 14th DECEMBER
 Year 1 and 2 second performance of ‘Stable Manners’ 14.15
 Year 3 and 4 evening performance of ‘Lights, Camera, Action’ 19.00

THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER

 Reception performance of ‘Hump the Camel’ 9.30 (N.B. this has previously been advertised as 14th
December which is INCORRECT)
 Year 3 and 4 afternoon performance of ‘Lights, Camera, Action’ 14.15
 Father Alan in school

FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER
 Christmas jumper day (donation for Save the Children)
 PTA Christmas shopping day
 School Christmas lunch

Informing School About Sick Children
If your child is sick please call the office to let us know before 9am. The school office phone lines open at
8.30am however the answer machine is switched on whenever the lines are closed so please ring and
leave a message if you know your child won’t be attending prior to 8.30am. Alternatively send an email to
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk.
If your child is sick for more than 1 day please ring each day to let the office know . Thank you
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Donation Thanks!!
What a fantastic response to our recent collections. Many thanks for your generous donations, together
we raised:
Poppy appeal £210.79
Coins for Busenya £79.85
Anti-Bullying £107.34

All dinner money for this half term (£83.60)
should now have been paid. If you have yet to
pay please ensure payment is made this week at
the latest. You can use Scopay, pay in cash
(exact amount please) or by cheque payable to
Surrey County Council. Thank you!

PAYMENTS FOR
YORK AND FRANCE
A reminder that the first
payment instalment for the
trips to France (£60) and
York (£30) are due in this
month.

NETBALL REPORT
Congratulations to all the people who played in the netball tournament on Friday 25th November. They all
did fabulously coming in with a result of fifth out of nine teams.
The players were: Lucy Curtin, Charlotte Carter, Sophia Carney, Hannah Morton, Elena Brumpton, Jada
Hunte, Alice Doricott and Anastazia Chambers.
Thanks to Mrs Elliot for preparing us for the tournament and for organising this special treat.
The team won two matches, 1-0 against Worpleston and 3-0 against Burpham. We lost 3-0 against St
Josephs, played well and drew 0-0 against the winning team, Holy Trinity.
Well done and thank you to everybody who played.
By Hannah 6G

BOOK FAIR 7th and 8th December
Next week we will be having a book fair in the Junior Hall from 3pm on Wednesday and Thursday.
Please come in and have a browse and buy of you wish. Don’t worry if you cannot come into school
during the fair, children will have a chance to look at the books on the Wednesday. If there are books
they see that they would like to buy please send in the correct amount of money on the Thursday to
their classroom. Leaflets with more details on the books available will be distributed in due course.
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Confidence – Trust your instincts and
share your ideas
I wonder sometimes if we value self-confidence enough as a
society.
I think there is a big distinction between over confidence and selfconfidence. We tend to criticise the over confident or even
knock them – look at the vitriol thrown at the over confident
politician or business man or X Factor contestant. Does that
make us afraid to show that we are confident; do we begin to
believe that a lack of confidence is something to be admired? I’m
not sure, but I am sure that we should be confident in ourselves
and proud of ourselves and happy to hold our heads up high. We
should feel able to make mistakes and for our efforts to be
recognised.
The key is to learn from the mistakes and use that new learning
to help boost our confidence. You might be surprised by the
number of times I hear children say “I’m rubbish at…” that just
can’t be right, where does that come from and how do we turn it
around? Yesterday I was in a Year 5 class and a child said just that
about their art. I asked them if they felt they had done their best
and they weren’t sure. I asked them how they could improve
what they had done and they could give me quite a few really
positive ideas and the next thing they said was, “OK, I’m not the
best at this yet, but I’m going to have another go now…”
Attitudes can change if we challenge them and encourage a more
positive approach to learning. I’m sure that’s what you’re doing at
home and it’s what we are doing in school.
With confidence children will share their ideas and learn more
from the very thought process of articulating those ideas and
everyone arounds them learns more from the simple act of the
ideas being aired aloud. Building confidence in a shared
responsibility – let’s go for it!

NEVER GIVES UP
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Advent Christmas
and

All the dates:
Monday 5th December

Advent worship in school for the second week of Advent

Monday 12th December

Advent worship in school for the third week of Advent

Tuesday 13th December

2.15pm Stable Manners, KS1 Production

Wednesday 14th December

2.15pm Stable Manners, KS1 Production
7.00pm Lights, Camel, Action, Year 3 and 4 Production

Thursday 15th December

9.30am Hump the Camel, EYFS Production
2.15pm Lights, Camel, Action, Year 3 and 4 Production

Friday 16th December

Christmas Jumper Day (Donation for Save the Children)
PTA Shopping Day (£4 max)
Christmas Lunch

Monday 19th December

Advent worship in school for the fourth week of Advent
KS1 parties in the afternoon
Father Christmas visits St Thomas!

Tuesday 20th December

7.00pm Advent Carol Service at St Pius led by Years 5 and
6

Wednesday 21st December

Advent Carol service to the school
END OF TERM – 2.00pm

Happy Christmas!
Eagle Radio Toy Appeal
Christmas is a time for giving and thinking of others. This year we are encouraging the
children to buy gifts for disadvantaged children. Eagle Radio will distribute these gifts to
children living in Surrey and Hampshire, please can the toys be new and unwrapped. They
particularly need toys for babies/pre-school children and older/teenaged children. So a
focus on age groups would be helpful. We will collect the toys in school between Monday
28th November until Monday 12th December, we will then take the toys to Eagle Radio drop
off points. Thank you in advance for your contributions.
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Christmas events
Christmas Shopping Day, Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper
Day - Friday 16th December
Children will be encouraged to think of others and buy gifts for family members on our
school shopping day organised by the PTA. Gifts are £1 and children can bring in up to £4 to
spend. We are very grateful to the PTA for organising this very popular event.
This date is also the whole school Christmas lunch (a change from the original diary date).
We will join together on the 16th December to have a traditional Christmas lunch, crackers
included! Children who usually bring a packed lunch has the option to have a cooked meal
on this day. Further information has been sent out.
Children can wear their Christmas jumpers this day for a donation towards Save the
Children.

Christmas Tree
Many thanks to the Wong family and the Clandon Park Garden Centre for their Christmas
tree donation which will appear in front of the school very soon.

Christmas Productions
The children are enjoying preparing for this year’s productions.
Reception:
Hump the Camel – Thursday 15th December 9:30am
Years 1 & 2:
Stable Manners – Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December 2:15pm
Years 3 & 4:
Years 5 & 6:

Lights, Camel, Action! – Wednesday 14th December 7:00pm and Thursday
15th December2:15pm.
Advent Carol Service at St Pius Church – Tuesday 20th December at 7pm

In line with our school photographic policy, we will be asking parents not to take
photographs or film during the productions. Instead, each child will receive a photograph of
themselves in their costume to take home.
If you are interested, the PTA have also arranged for the Reception, Years 1, 2, 3 and 4
productions to be filmed. If you would like a DVD these will be available at a cost of £10 if
pre ordered and £12 if ordered on the day/evening. Please see the letter sent last week all
about this offer.

KS1 parties and Santa visiting - Monday 19th December
Reception and Key Stage One children will then have Christmas parties in the afternoon. A
letter will follow asking parents to help with supplying food for this event. Santa and his
elves, will also be visiting all classes with a Christmas gift for everyone! Children in KS1 may
also wear mufti for their parties.

Advent Service - Wednesday 21st December
In the morning there will be a whole school Advent service, led by the year 5 and 6 children.

We break up for Christmas at 2pm on Wednesday 21st December.
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A HUGE THANK YOU…..
…..to everyone who was involved in helping or attending the Christmas Fayre last week! The whole day retained a great
atmosphere from set-up to clear-up and lots of fun was had by all! We had a stack load of Jolly Jar and Toy and
Games donations and the Bottle and Chocolate Mufti collections kept the tombola’s busy all day long!
We broke the record this year and raised an incredible £6,000+ and this couldn’t have been achieved without your
help, your donations and your support…..Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Fayre Winners


Congratulations to all our winners last week……
o
Best Tree Decoration – Katie Bashford (Yr5)
o
Best Dressed Stall – Chocolate Tombola (Yr4)
o
Guess No. of Sweets – Aidan Fletcher (Yr5) with 122 sweets
o
100 Club Winner – Susan Gaughan (No. 72)
o
Ginger Bread House Raffle – Mrs Wong (No. 18)
o
Amazon Fire Tablet – Neave Croft (No. 00024)
o
Amazon Fire Tablet – Ben Livermore (No. 00031)
o
Luxury Hamper – Fontaine Li (No. 02338)
o
£50 Theatre Vouchers – Chris Harrison (No. 00952)
o
Luxury Champagne and Flutes – Huw Light (No. 03921)
o
Adult Chocolate Hamper – Wilderberg - KInnes (No. 00595)
o
Children’s Chocolate Hamper – Dylan Nowak (No. 01074)
o
SCL Sports Voucher – Simon Croft (No. 00081)
o
Surrey Half Marathon Entry – J. Holmwood (No. 04671)
o
WhizzFit Voucher – Tara Jelley (No. 02994)


If you haven’t yet claimed your prize please collect from the school office.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monthly PTA Meeting, Monday 5 December
th


Come and join us at the Horse and Groom from 7.45pm

Find out what’s going on in the Winter term, what exciting plans we have for profit spend in the
coming year and see how you can get involved!

All welcome!
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Year 5 Cake Sale, Thursday 8 December
th


title!


Year 5 will be entering the ‘baking battleground’ next week in a bid to win the St Thomas Bake-Off
Come down and support them from 3pm onwards and grab yourselves a little sweet treat!

Christmas Nativity DVD's Pre-Order Deadline, Friday 9 December
th


Buy your copy of your children’s wonderful nativity performance in advance and not only will you
have a fantastic keepsake to show the grandparents but you’ll save money too!

DVD’s cost £10 in advance and £12 on the day or after the event (cheaper than in previous years!)

The order form is available on the school PTA website under the PTA News section or from the school
office. Please return with payment to the school office in an envelope marked Christmas DVD.

The cut-off date for pre-orders is Friday 9th December.

IMPORTANT : Please get your pre-order forms in now if you’d like to purchase your child’s DVD. We
need 20 orders or more per production in order to go ahead with filming, otherwise filming will be cancelled!

Children’s Christmas Shopping Day, Friday 16 December
th


The children will have the opportunity to buy up to a maximum of 4 presents for their families at a
cost of £1 each on Friday 16th December.

If your children wish to purchase presents on the day please send them in with money up to £4 in a
named envelope/wallet and a named plastic bag in which to bring home their purchases.

We will need volunteer help throughout the school day to assist the children with their purchases and
to wrap individual books which cannot be wrapped prior to the event (easy wrapping!). If you can help
please email us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Santa Visit, Monday 19 December
th


Santa has cleared a space in his busy calendar to visit the children at school on Monday 19 th December.
He will be calling into every class with his trusty elf to give every child a small gift and a Ho Ho Ho!

….AND FINALLY!
Christmas Tree Decoration Collection

If you entered the Christmas Tree Decoration competition and you would like to claim back your
decoration please ask at the school office…..your lovely decorations are currently adorning our Christmas
Tree!

Gardening Club anyone?

Following our recent Groundforce Day efforts, we’re planning to re-start a Parents Gardening
Club!

The intention is to meet once a month on a week day after drop off and carry out some basic weeding,
leaf clearing and cutting back so that our established plants and newly planted shrubs and bulbs are looked
after and given a chance to thrive!

Please let us know if you’d like to be added to the Gardening Club Volunteer List. The PTA will send
out a reminder a week or so before each date, there is no obligation to get involved, just let us know if you can
make it!
Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about
selling your house! Our school receives a donation from Bourne of up
to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!
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MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING
5TH DECEMBER 2016
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

v Pasta Neapolitan

Organic beef

Roast British pork

Chicken and

Wild Alaskan

served with herby

burger in a bun

served with apple

sweetcorn pastry

Pollock fish fingers

bread & garden

served with winter

sauce, roast

topped pie served

served with

peas

coleslaw

potatoes, cabbage

with mashed

country style

& gravy

potato & roasted

potatoes &

carrots

farmhouse
vegetables

v Vegetable biryani

v Sweet potato

v Red Leicester &

v Quorn & baked

v Spinach &

served with

patty served in a

caramelised onion

bean filled jacket

ricotta cannelloni

wholegrain rice &

bun with crudités

quiche served with

potato served with

in tomato sauce

roast potatoes &

garden peas

served with pesto

sweetcorn

cauliflower florets

bread & green
beans

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Apple filled oaty

v Fresh fruit

v Fruity flapjack

v Cheese &

v Chocolate sponge

slice served with

platter & crème

crackers served

& chocolate

custard

fraiche

with celery sticks

custard

ALL NEW YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR
WEEK COMMENCING 5TH DECEMBER 2016
v Hot Pizza

Tuna Pasta Pot

Baguette

Roast Pork and

Chicken Faijta

Fish Finger Wrap

v Vegetable

v Cheesy

v Vegetable

Burger in a Roll

Sweetcorn Pasta

Calzone

Apple Sauce Bap
V Quorn Faijta

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

v Oaty Apple Slice

v Fresh Fruit

v Fruity Flapjack

v Cheese &

v Chocolate Sponge

Crackers with
Celery
N.B. The moving up menu is not suitable for gluten free children
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ST Thomas Admission Criteria Under consultation
In accordance with statutory requirements, please note that we are consulting on the admission
arrangements which the Governing Body proposes to publish for admission during the 20182019 academic year, between 1st December 2016 and 12th January 2017.
In accordance with updated admissions guidance from the Diocese, the Admissions Policy and
the Supplementary Information Forms have been rewritten and new models implemented.
The draft Consultation document 2018 – 2019 and draft Supplementary Information Form 2018
– 2019 are available to view on the school website.

In the New Year, we will be running a
Rainbows programme to support children
who have experienced a loss in their lives
either through death or separation. If your
child would benefit from such support please
complete the attached permission form and
return to our Home School Link worker, Kate
Shaw. Or for more information, either contact
Kate Shaw or Kate Carter who will be happy
to discuss this programme with you.

St Peters’s Admission
Criteria September 2018
In accordance with updated admissions
guidance from the Diocese, the Admissions
Policy and the Supplementary Information
Forms have been rewritten and new models
implemented. The changes will affect the
intake for September 2018 (our current Year
5). One of the changes is to add St. Polycarps
as a Deanery feeder school. The proposed
arrangements can be viewedon St Peter’s
website: www.st-petersschool.co.uk

DIGITAL
PARENTING
MAGAZINE
Today your child has brought home a copy
of the Digital Parenting Magazine; this is a
free magazine provided by Parent Zone to
further re-inforce Online Safety issues.
Please can we draw your attention to pages
37and 46 about online gaming and PEGI
ratings – especially before buying presents
for Christmas. There is also further
information about protecting your devices
at home https://www.internetmatters.org/
has some excellent resources for this. Mrs
Grove will run further Online Safety
workshops for parents in the New Year who
have been, so far, unable to attend.
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We have had more examples of cars parked outside school in an inconsiderate, illegal and
dangerous fashion. There have also been several near misses with children nearly being hit by
cars on the road or adults being hit as they put young children into car seats as cars try to
squeeze past. Please drive and park legally, sensibly and safely and don’t block our neighbours’
drives. Remember it is illegal and dangerous to park opposite or within 10 meters of a junction
or on the Zig Zag lines outside the school. If dropping children off please use the drop off lane
and don’t allow children out of the car until inside the drop off lane. Help to keep our children
safe as they travel to and from school.

To try and help with traffic flow at peak drop off and pick up times please endeavour to only
drive down Horseshoe Lane West from the Epsom Road end. Likewise when leaving the drop
off lane please only turn left.
Reminder - No child should be left at school before 8.30am – there are no adults on duty before
then.
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Jude Campbell Caitlin Chidiobi
St Bruno’s class Tallulah Brown
Elliot Tarling Joshua Brindley
Pablo Arcos-Zavala Liliana Sroda
Teddy Chesterfield
Responsible Role Models in their behaviour,
attitude and learning
Sam Marques
Leah Brown

Alexandra Kinnes
Anasztazia Chambers

Florence Tyler
Making a positive contribution to the class or
School
Gabriella Basi Lily Richards
Nathan Bruneau Mikey Impiazzi
Maya Mirkowicz
And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News

Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 5th December 2016, page 13

Contacting the School
Absences – please call the office number 01483 888388
For general enquiries, medical issues
– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Business Manager and Office Manager
– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:
admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours
- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email:
admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
To change meal requests and for school meal payments
- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:
schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries
- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:
office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs
- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw
- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For SEN information or advice
- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Mr Lewin
- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

