St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 28th November 2016

It has been an exciting week! We have worked on anti-bullying and all the children know exactly what
to do if they see or witness bullying – and everyone knows that bullying is always wrong and the
complete antithesis of what our School is about and our Golden Rule:
.

On Wednesday we spent a great morning learning more about Busenya

and the wonderful ties that bring us together. The children have started to create their own class
fact files on Busenya and also made teaching posters and resources from their own learning to send to
Busenya. Year 5 have had a very full week with Tudor workshops and then this afternoon the Great
Tudor Feast complete with Tudor potage (made by their own fair hands) and a rather fine banquet
to follow. They also provided each other with some excellent entertainment all delivered and received
with grace and solemnity fitting of the event!
And now Advent is upon us. We had a super worship led by Year 1 St David on Thursday which
introduced us to the new season and explained very clearly the meaning of the Advent wreathes which
are now to be found in every classroom and hall thanks to a great band of volunteer wreath makers
this morning! Do make sure you read all about our Advent and Christmas preparations later in this
newsletter – all the dates and times are there! I hope to see many of you at the Fayre tomorrow
which promises to be a great event, but whatever you are doing, have fun!

N.B. THIS IS THE LAST WEEK
OF AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
First week of Advent

St Thomas’ Learner focus on Confidence –-Speaking up and speaking out
Monday 28th November
 Girls football at St Bedes
 Travelling Cribs start their travels!
Tuesday 29th November
 Parents coffee morning after drop off. Come and join us for a cup of coffee and a catch up
Wednesday 30th November
 English as an additional language family learning session 3
Thursday 1st December
 Year 1 to Windsor Castle for the day
 9.00am St Bruno class worship. Class parents please join us if you can.
 Year 3 Mummies feast
 Father Alan in school this afternoon with Year 6
 PTA Uniform shed open from 3pm
Friday 2nd December
 9.00am Parent Prayer Group in the library
 9.30am – 10.30am Year 4 Strings Scheme and Strings Orchestra Concert
 3.20pm- 3.45pm Open afternoon – an opportunity for you to come back into school with your child
and see what they are up to in class. PLEASE remember that this is not a parent teacher evening,
your child is your guide showing their books and learning to you. Thank you!
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NO CLUBS THIS WEEK
MONDAY 5th DECEmber
 St Thomas’ Learner focus on Confidence – Trusting your instincts and sharing your ideas
 Book week! G live will be at our whole school worship to launch book week by presenting our
School Book
 Year 6 Victorian Challenge
 PTA Meeting at The Horse and Groom from 7.45pm – please join in if you can

TUESDAY 6th DECEMber
 Year 6 Victorian Challenge part 2
 18.30 Governors meeting

WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER
 English as an additional language family learning session 4
 Book Fair 15.00 – 16.00

THURSDAY 1st DECEMBER






Year 2 Celebration day
Flu immunisations for year 1 - 3
Father Alan in school this afternoon
Book Fair 15.00 -16.00
Year 5 Cake Sale at pick up time

UPCOMING CHRISTMAS PLAY DATES
Reception
14th December 09.30 – 10.30
Year 1 and 2
13th December 14.15 – 15.15
14th December 14.15 – 15.15

Year 3 and 4
14th December 19.00 – 20.00
15th December 14.15 – 15.15
Year 5 and 6 (Carol service at St Pius)
20th December 19.00 – 20.00

Governors Fund Gift Aid Forms
If you are able to Gift Aid please come and fill out a form in the office and we can increase your donation to
the Governors fund at no extra cost to yourselves. That’s an extra 25p for every £1 you give to the
Governors fund, well worth doing!
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Confidence – Speaking up and speaking
out
One of the things that has always impressed me
about our children is their ability to articulate their
learning. However, this is easier for some than for
others and confidence remains a key ingredient of
learning success. Having the confidence to take a full
part in learning is something that many children find
difficult. It is all about finding your voice and being
confident to speak up – to offer your answers, your
thoughts and your ideas; not being afraid of being
wrong, not being embarrassed about offering your
opinion. It is an integral part of being a St Thomas
Learner bringing together all of the different
elements of making S=P+A+C+E for your learning.
We are working hard at helping the children build
their confidence within what I know is a very safe
environment. Part of this is about recognising effort
as much as attainment – praising the process of
learning as much as the end result and this is
something that works at home too as I know you
will know – boosting confidence not by unfettered
praise but by ensuring that our children’s effort and
perseverance is encouraged and rewarded as much
as the end result.

NEVER GIVES UP

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News

Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 28th November 2016, page 4

Advent Christmas
and

All the dates:
Saturday 16th November

The Christmas Fayre – 1.30 – 4.30pm

Monday 28th November

Advent worship in school for the first week of Advent
Travelling cribs start travelling from every class…
Eagle Radio Toy Appeal collection begins

Monday 5th December

Advent worship in school for the second week of Advent

Monday 12th December

Advent worship in school for the third week of Advent

Tuesday 13th December

2.15pm Stable Manners, KS1 Production

Wednesday 14th December

2.15pm Stable Manners, KS1 Production
7.00pm Lights, Camel, Action, Year 3 and 4 Production

Thursday 15th December

9.30am Hump the Camel, EYFS Production
2.15pm Lights, Camel, Action, Year 3 and 4 Production

Friday 16th December

Christmas Jumper Day (Donation for Save the Children)
PTA Shopping Day (£4 max)
Christmas Lunch

Monday 19th December

Advent worship in school for the fourth week of Advent
KS1 parties in the afternoon
Father Christmas visits St Thomas!

Tuesday 20th December

7.00pm Advent Carol Service at St Pius led by Years 5 and 6

Wednesday 21st December

Advent Carol service to the school
END OF TERM – 2.00pm

Happy Christmas!

Our Advent focus…
The first day of Advent in school is Monday 28 th November, when there will be a whole school
worship to mark the start of this important time in the liturgical year.
Every day the children will have Advent prayers in their class following the themes of Advent
each week, Hope, Love, Joy and Peace
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Next week there will be daily Advent prayers on the school website for families to use at
home.
Each class will have a travelling crib. We hope the children will enjoy the opportunity to
bring home a crib for overnight to set up and discuss at home. There are simple prayers to
reflect upon as a family. Please can you ensure your child then returns the crib the following
day for the next child to then take home that night. More details will come via the class
teacher.

Eagle Radio Toy Appeal
Christmas is a time for giving and thinking of others. This year we are encouraging the
children to buy gifts for disadvantaged children. Eagle Radio will distribute these gifts to
children living in Surrey and Hampshire, please can the toys be new and unwrapped. They
particularly need toys for babies/pre-school children and older/teenaged children. So a focus
on age groups would be helpful. We will collect the toys in school between Monday 28th
November until Monday 12th December, we will then take the toys to Eagle Radio drop off
points. Thank you in advance for your contributions.

Christmas events
Christmas Fayre – Saturday 26th November
The Fayre will take place on Saturday 26th November 1:30-4:30pm. Each class is organising
specific stalls. Thank you to everyone who is helping and please, please come along and join in
the fun.

Christmas Shopping Day, Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
- Friday 16th December
Children will be encouraged to think of others and buy gifts for family members on our school
shopping day organised by the PTA. Gifts are £1 and children can bring in up to £4 to spend.
We are very grateful to the PTA for organising this very popular event.
This date is also the whole school Christmas lunch (a change from the original diary date). We
will join together on the 16th December to have a traditional Christmas lunch, crackers
included! Children who usually bring a packed lunch has the option to have a cooked meal on
this day. Further information has been sent out.
Children can wear their Christmas jumpers this day for a donation towards Save the Children.

Christmas Tree
Many thanks to the Wong family and the Clandon Park Garden Centre for their Christmas tree
donation which will appear in front of the school very soon.

Christmas Productions
The children are enjoying preparing for this year’s productions.
Reception:
Hump the Camel – Thursday 15th December 9:30am
Years 1 & 2:
Stable Manners – Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December 2:15pm

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News
Years 3 & 4:
Years 5 & 6:

Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 28th November 2016, page 6

Lights, Camel, Action! – Wednesday 14th December 7:00pm and Thursday
15th December2:15pm.
Advent Carol Service at St Pius Church – Tuesday 20th December at 7pm

In line with our school photographic policy, we will be asking parents not to take photographs
or film during the productions. Instead, each child will receive a photograph of themselves in
their costume to take home.
If you are interested, the PTA have also arranged for the Reception, Years 1, 2, 3 and 4
productions to be filmed. If you would like a DVD these will be available at a cost of £10 if pre
ordered and £12 if ordered on the day/evening. Please see the letter sent last week all about
this offer.

KS1 parties and Santa visiting - Monday 19th December
Reception and Key Stage One children will then have Christmas parties in the afternoon. A
letter will follow asking parents to help with supplying food for this event. Santa and his elves,
will also be visiting all classes with a Christmas gift for everyone! Children in KS1 may also
wear mufti for their parties.

Advent Service - Wednesday 21st December
In the morning there will be a whole school Advent service, led by the year 5 and 6 children.

We break up for Christmas at 2pm on Wednesday 21st December.
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PTA UPCOMING EVENTS
Uniform Shed, Thursday 1 December
st


Our Second Hand Uniform Shed will be opening it’s doors for the last time this calendar year next
Thursday from 3pm in it’s new location by the Junior Hall in the ‘new’ shed!

We have quality coats and jackets on sale for £3-£6 so come down and take a look.

Please give any uniform donations into the school office……we’re particularly low on school ties!

Monthly PTA Meeting, Monday 5 December
th


Come and join us at the Horse and Groom from 7.45pm

Find out what’s going on in the Winter term, what exciting plans we have for profit spend in the
coming year and see how you can get involved!

All welcome!

Year 5 Cake Sale, Thursday 8 December
th


title!


Year 5 will be entering the ‘baking battleground’ this month in a bid to win the St Thomas Bake-Off
Come down and support them from 3pm onwards and grab yourselves a little sweet treat!

Christmas Nativity DVD's Pre-Order Deadline, Friday 9 December
th


Buy your copy of your children’s wonderful nativity performance in advance and not only will you
have a fantastic keepsake to show the grandparents but you’ll save money too!

DVD’s cost £10 in advance and £12 on the day or after the event (cheaper than in previous years!)

The order form is available on the school PTA website under the PTA News section or from the school
office. Please return with payment to the school office in an envelope marked Christmas DVD.

The cut-off date for pre-orders is Friday 9th December.

IMPORTANT : Please get your pre-order forms in now if you’d like to purchase your child’s DVD. We
need 20 orders or more per production in order to go ahead with filming, otherwise filming will be
cancelled!

….AND FINALLY!
Phil the Bag Profit!

‘Phil the Bag’ made a great profit of £80.85 this term! Thank you to Gemma Read and Catherine Pretty
for organising and to all the families who contributed! We had a great big stack of unwanted garments to put
on Phil’s van!

Christmas Wrapping Help Needed!


The children’s Christmas Shopping Day is set for Friday 16th December (more details to follow).
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Trudie Durbridge and Gillian Mills have been busy doing an amazing job buying over 1700 presents
for the shopping day….now we need your help to wrap them all!

Please contact Trudie at trudie_durbridge@yahoo.com and let her know if you are willing to take an
armful of presents to wrap in the comfort of your own home.

Wrapping paper will be provided however if you have any that you are willing to donate it would be
most welcome!

Christmas Fayre Parking

Please park mindfully around the school on Saturday if you’re joining us for the Christmas Fayre.

St Peter’s School carpark is available for us (at the front of the school on the gravel area) but St Pius
Church carpark is not open.
Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about
selling your house! Our school receives a donation from Bourne of up
to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!

Give Mr Jones a rainbow moustache!
Mr Jones, Mr Kitcatt and Mr Lewzey have all sprouted moustaches of varying lengths in support of
Movember and the charity work they carry out for men health. There are donation boxes in the
classrooms or you can hand in a donation to the office to show your support. As an incentive to support
the cause Mr Jones has pledged to dye his new facial hair at the end of the month!! Include your colour
choice with your donation and the colour with the most votes will be Mr Jones’s new moustache
colour. Time to donate and vote!
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MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING 28TH NOVEMBER 2016
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

v Veggie bolognese

Chicken &

Roast British beef

Organic

Vinegar infused

served with penne

butternut curry

and Yorkshire

Lincolnshire pork

salmon goujons

& broccoli florets

served with

pudding served

sausage served

served with potato

wholegrain rice &

with roast

with mashed

wedges & garden

green beans

potatoes,

potato and baked

peas

cauliflower florets

beans

& gravy
v Vegetable slice

v Shepherdess pie

v Roasted root

v Bean lasagne

v Loaded vegetable

with spicy potato

with mashed

vegetable filled

with a side of

pizza served with

wedges served with

potato and carrot

Yorkshire puddings

garlic bread &

potato wedges &

sweetcorn

& swede

served with roast

sweetcorn

grated carrot

potatoes & broccoli
florets
Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Autumn oaty

v Cherry tray bake

v Fruit yoghurt

v Orange cookie &

v Banana bread

fruit crumble

with a glass of milk

selection

fresh orange

and vanilla sauce

served with

wedges

custard

ALL NEW YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR
WEEK COMMENCING 28TH NOVEMBER 2016
v Pesto Pasta Pot

v Tomato Pasta
Pot

Curried Chicken &

Hot Roast Beef

Hot Sausage &

Hot Fish Goujons in

Rice Wrap

Filled Roll

Bean Sub

a Wrap

v Country

v Cheesy Pesto

v French Bread

Vegetable Burger

Roll

Margherita

V Vegetarian
Burrito

in a Bun

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

Crudités

v Autumn oaty

v Cherry tray bake

v Fruit yoghurt

v Orange cookie

v Banana bread

fruit crumble slice

with a glass of milk

selection

N.B. The moving up menu is not suitable for gluten free children
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B for Busenya
What a great day we had on Wednesday! I have been so impressed by the children’s enthusiasm,
their knowledge and their passion for our school link with the Catholic primary school in
Busenya. I hope your children shared their learning with you. Thank you to everyone who
brought in coins for our B for Busenya appeal. You can see how we collected them together! If
you meant to send in coins but forgot, please don’t worry, we are collecting and fundraising for
Busenya throughout the year.

We held a Learning walk for Governors during the Busenya morning and a brief summary of what
they saw is set out below – thank you to the Chair of our Pupil Development Committee, Hannah
Linsell, for the following report:
This Wednesday, I joined the children in their worship focused on the partnership with Busenya Primary
School and the positive impact St Thomas’ has on community there. I learnt some fascinating facts about
Busenya from the children including the struggles teachers and children face on a daily basis. It was
fantastic to see the children of Busenya Primary School displaying the pieces of work produced by St
Thomas’ and how our actions are improving their quality of teaching.
Following the worship, I visited the classrooms and observed the children’s geography
and history lessons. It was great to see the children using the geography resources
within the classrooms and applying the map and ordnance skills learnt from previous
lessons to help them in their tasks. Throughout my observations, I also saw artefacts,
photographs and attractive wall displays focusing on the various history topics studied
across the school and which illustrate the cross-curricular approach to learning at St
Thomas’. The next Governors visit will take place on Friday 27th January where we will
be observing and focusing on Physical Education within the school.

Hannah Linsell
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ST Thomas’s very own TENNIS ACE!
Congratulations to Aidan Fletcher, our very own tennis number 1! Aidan won a 10U tennis
tournament at Bradfield College last Saturday. He was up against 12 other players and played 5
nail biting matches to finally win the tournament in fine style. This latest win adds to his
growing collection of medals, plaques and trophies and is his 4 th tournament win this year. The
hard work and training is certainly paying off and certainly demonstrates our S=P+A+C+E
values

Anna Mills from Year 1 entered a Card
design competition for TV’s Pip Ahoy!
And she won! Well done Anna. Anna
wins some great prizes for herself but
part of the prize is a £250 voucher for
the school to be used for art supplies - a
much needed boost to our Art Budget thank you Anna! We are all looking
forward to Pip Ahoy! visiting the school
to present the vouchers. Anna’s design
will be used by the production company
as their corporate card this year.
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Annabel Fletcher Carlos Silva
Sophiah Collins Amalia Mahadeva-Ponton
Marta Williams Salmeron George Maltby
Luke Major

Adam Brown

Edward Combeer Ignacio Miragaya
Responsible Role Models in their behaviour,
attitude and learning
Lucas Lallemand
St David’s Class
Making a positive contribution to the class or
School
Sophia Carney Joe Vitulli Kristen Li
Adam Tarling Jay Granville
And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week
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Contacting the School
Absences – please call the office number 01483 888388
For general enquiries, medical issues
– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Business Manager and Office Manager
– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:
admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours
- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email:
admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
To change meal requests and for school meal payments
- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:
schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries
- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:
office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs
- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw
- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For SEN information or advice
- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
For Mr Lewin
- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

