
St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School  
  Where every child is special 

Weekly News 
for the week beginning Monday 21st November 2016 

 

Thank you to everyone who completed and returned our parent questionnaires from the Parents 

Evenings. We have responses on behalf of over 190 of our children which is really helpful. 

Overwhelmingly the responses are positive and extremely encouraging but there are also areas where we 

recognise that we need to do better and once we have finished our analysis I will publish all the 

results and also what we plan to do to keep improving. We are also asking the children to complete a 

questionnaire as their views are obviously crucial! The children have worked hard this week thinking 

about Parliament and our democratic system and there have been plenty of debates going on across 

the classes with the added bonus of real resources from the House of Parliament itself. I enjoyed the 

Year 6 debate on a proposed Bill to do away with School Uniform. The arguments on both sides would 

more than have graced the Commons and it was a narrow but democratic win for the No lobby – so 

uniform stays! Year 3 enjoyed a great day at Haslemere museum learning more about the Ancient 

Egyptians and enjoying a practical demonstration of mummification as they wrapped their cuddly toys! 

The week ahead is anti-bullying week: a really important opportunity to look at how we behave and 

how we deal with situations when we feel we are being bullied. Before then we have the weekend and 

I hope that you all enjoy it!       Neil Lewin 
 

The Week Ahead… 
St Thomas’ Learner focus on Confidence –-Risk Taking (in Learning!) 

Monday 21st November 

 Anti-bullying week 
 Year 5 Chertsey Museum workshop at school  
 Governors’ Resources Committee meeting 

Tuesday 22nd November 

- 

Wednesday 23rd November 

 Busenya activity morning 
 Year 6 weigh and measure 
 Family Learning session (2 of 5) 
 Governors’ History / Geography Learning walk  

Thursday 24th November 

 9.00am St David’s class worship. Class parents please join us if you can. 
 Father Alan in school this afternoon with Year 2 

Friday 25th November 

 PTA Bottle MUFTI – children may wear their own clothes in return for a bottle of unopened non-
alcoholic or alcoholic drink for the Christmas Fayre 

 Year 5 Tudor Feast. (Year 5 Children to bring their costumes to school in named plastic bags ready to change at lunchtime please.) 

 Wreath making after drop off. If you are able to help please let Mrs Carter know by emailing 
info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

 Year 6 Indoor Netball tournament 

Saturday 26th November 

THE CHRISTMAS FAYRE! 
 

mailto:info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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MONDAY 28th november 
 St Thomas’ Learner focus on Confidence –-Speaking up and speaking out 

 Last week of school clubs 
 Girls football at St Bedes 

TUESDAY 29th NoVEMber 
 Parents coffee morning after drop off. Come and join us for a cup of coffee and a catch up 

WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER  
 English as an additional language family learning session 3 

THURSDAY 1st DECEMBER 
 Year 1 to Windsor Castle for the day 

 9.00am St Bruno class worship. Class parents please join us if you can. 

 Year 3 Mummies feast 

 Father Alan in school this afternoon 

FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER  
 9.00am Parent Prayer Group in the library  

 9.30am – 10.30am Year 4 Strings Scheme and Strings Orchestra Concert 

 3.20pm- 3.45pm Open afternoon – an opportunity for you to come back into school with your 

child and see what they are up to in class.  

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CLUBS 
Unfortunately there will be NO Tommy’s or Ultimate Coaching clubs over the school Christmas holiday 

period  

IMPORTANT - ASTHMA MEDICATION 
As the weather is turning colder and asthma symptoms become more 

prevalent please can you ensure that where needed we have inhalers 

in school. Please also check that inhalers provided have not reached 

their expiry date  
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through 

Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, 

of course, effort.  

 

We seem to spend a lot of time these days carefully avoiding risks or at 

least minimising them as much as possible.  When it comes to learning 

this can be a dangerous strategy as it makes us closed to new ways of 

doing things, closed to different ideas or methods and can hold us back. 

It is very much on the fixed rather than growth side of the mindset! 

At St Thomas’ we are trying to encourage the children to take risks in 

their learning – to have that open growth mind-set where anything is 

worth trying and it doesn’t matter if we make a mistake; we can try 

again and get it right next time.  

For some children just speaking up can be seen as a risk and we are 

always trying to find ways to encourage the children to take a full part 

in lessons, not to hold back or be shy, their ideas are worth hearing – it 

may not be the “right” answer but it is worth having a go and then 

being able to discuss and think the question through. I have been really 

pleased this year by the growing number of children who are happy to 

share their thoughts and ideas in front of the whole school in worship – 

and that can be daunting but it shows a growth in confidence, a 

willingness to put yourself out there and these are great learning 

attitudes and, of course, great life skills too. 

So, how can you help with this at home? Carry on doing what I am sure 

you are already doing - encouraging your child to have a go, never 

assume they can’t do it or won’t be able to do something, encourage 

them to have a go and praise the attempts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Confidence – Being a risk taker (in 

learning!) 
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THE EVENT OF THE YEAR IS ALMOST UPON US…. 

Bottle Mufti Collection, Friday 25th November                

 Children can wear their own clothes on Friday 25
th

 November in return for a bottle of drink for the popular 

Bottle Tombola stall at our Christmas Fayre. 

 Bottles can be alcoholic or non-alcoholic but they must be unopened and have a sell by date post 26
th

 

November. 

 Clothes should be suitable for school and appropriate weather conditions. 

Christmas Nativity DVD's              

 Buy your copy of your children’s wonderful nativity performance in advance and not only will you have a 

fantastic keepsake to show the grandparents but you’ll save money too!  

 DVD’s cost £10 in advance and £12 on the day or after the event. The order form is attached to this newsletter 

and is available on the school PTA website under the PTA News section. Please return with payment to the 

school office in an envelope marked Christmas DVD. 

 The cut-off date for pre-orders is Friday 9
th

 December. 

Calling All Performers…Step up to our new Busker’s Corner!           

 This is a new and exciting addition to the Christmas Fayre! All children are welcome to come along to Busker’s 
Corner and entertain us for 2 minutes! Sing, dance, recite a poem…..solo or as part of a group, the choice is 
yours! This is your chance to show us your talents! 

 The crowd will show their appreciation by dropping their coins and donations into the Busker’s Tin! How much 
can you help raise for the PTA with your favourite dance routine or song? 

 Don’t forget to wear your Christmas jumper if you have one! 

We need your Christmas decorations to dress our ‘bare’ Christmas Tree! 

 Get your children busy making Christmas tree decorations to hang on our very bare school tree on the day of 
the fayre. 

 The best decoration of the day will win the creator a fabulous art set as a prize! 

 Decorations can be brought along on the day of the Fayre or handed in to the collection point at the school 
office on Friday 25

th
 November. Please ensure all decorations are named! 

Fancy £100 for Christmas? 

 Join our 100 Club today to be in with a chance of winning £100 at the Fayre! 

 Alternatively, you can join up on the day….just look out for the Raffle and 100 Club Table at the Fayre! 

 IMPORTANT – for those of you who bought numbers last November your renewal payment may be due before 
the Fayre to be valid for the draw. 

 

Thank you for your continued support 

Neula and Sophie 

PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

  

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about 

selling your house! Our school receives a donation from Bourne of up 

to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!  
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Mums... come and join us for a Mothers’ Advent Prayer group, helping us to take time 

out at this busy time of year to pray for our children, prepare for Christmas and be 
encouraged in our mothering vocation. 

There is tea and coffee available and lots of toys, so both children and babies are most 
welcome.  

We'll meet for the next 4 Thursdays (24th November, 1st, 7th and 15th December) at 

9.15, after school drop off, in the church hall. 

If you want any further information or to receive reminders about when we're meeting 

please email Kelly Collins at mprayers@cpg.church 

Kelly Collins 

 

Advent wreaths - Can you 

help? 

Each Advent we have Advent wreaths in each class to use during our daily prayers. 

We would be very grateful if you would be able to help us to make them! We are having a 

wreath making party in school at 9.00am next Friday - 25th November! 

 If you would be able to help please let Mrs Carter know by email to info@st-

thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

We also need any evergreen cuttings you may have that we could use  
in the wreaths – please drop them off on the day 

 
Thank you! 

mailto:info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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B for Busenya 

Those of you were at our Curriculum evening back in September will know that this year we 

are raising the profile of our link with the Busenya primary school in Mukono, Uganda with a B 

for Busenya campaign! The idea is that we focus our efforts this year on raising the money to 

provide every child in the Busenya School with the books and daily consumables (pens and 

pencils etc) that are not provided by the school system but which are essential to ensure that 

the children can attend school each day. 

Next week we have our first B for Busenya morning in school where the whole school will be 

working on creating our own class resource books for the children to learn more about 

Uganda and our partner school in Busenya and also creating resources that our Year 6 

Busenya Team will be collating into teaching books to send out to Uganda. 

We are asking all the children to prepare for Wednesday by doing two things: 

1. Finding out a fact about Uganda that interests them most and to bring that in on the 

Wednesday to form part of their class book – they can present it in any way they 

choose. 

2. Collecting a few coins (UK!) to bring in on Wednesday and donate to help us form a 

whole school map of Uganda made in coins as a way of the children helping to raise a 

little money towards our Books for Busenya campaign  

I hope you will encourage the children to take as full a part as possible in this. 

Later in the year we are planning a Busenya sponsored read and there will be further Busenya 

activity days each term. Hopefully we will also be able to arrange a teacher swap through the 

year with staff from here visiting Busenya in half term and staff from Busenya coming back to 

visit us later in the year. We believe that our link with Busenya is a vital part of our school life 

and community and offers the children a window on a world so far from our own experience 

but from which we can learn so much. 

Christmas Lunch 

We have had to change the date of the Christmas Lunch from that published in the diary in 

the summer. It will now be on FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER and promises to be a great affair 

as always! 

A letter has come home today with all the details for those children that do not currently have 

a school lunch. 
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MENU FOR WEEK COMMENCING 21ST NOVEMBER 2016 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday
v Country 

vegetable bake 

served with crispy 

herby potatoes and 

baked beans  

Chilli con carne 

served on a bed of 

rice accompanied 

with a baked 

tortilla and 

sweetcorn 

Roast British 

chicken served with 

sage and onion 

stuffing, roast 

potatoes, savoy 

cabbage and gravy 

BBQ organic pork 

medallions served 

in a sub roll with 

sweetcorn 

 Breaded Pollock 

fillet served with 

oven chips and 

crushed peas 

v Winter vegetable 

casserole and 

dumplings served 

with crispy herb 

potatoes and 

broccoli florets  

v Homity flan with 

a carrot and 

courgette bread 

served with green 

beans 

v Quorn fillet 

served with sage 

and onion stuffing, 

roast potatoes, 

fresh carrot batons 

and gravy 

v Bean burrito 

served with 

savoury wholegrain 

rice and coleslaw 

v Margherita 

macaroni cheese 

served with a hunk 

of bread and 

farmhouse 

vegetables 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

v Chocolate mousse 

with mandarin 

oranges 

v Lemon drizzle 

cake served with 

custard 

v Cheese and 

crackers with fresh 

apple slices 

v Fresh fruit 

platter and crème 

fraiche 

v Ginger cookie 

 

ALL NEW YEAR 5 & 6 MOVING UP MENU OPTION FOR 

WEEK COMMENCING 21ST NOVEMBER 2016 

- Beef Burrito Hot chicken mayo 

& stuffing roll 

BBQ meatball 

pasta pot 

Breaded fish fillet 

in a bun 

v  Veggie Burger in 

a bun 

- v  Quorn mayo & 

stuffing wrap 

v  BBQ Quorn 

pasta pot 

v  Margherita pizza 

roll 

Crudités Crudités Crudités Crudités Crudités 

v Chocolate mousse 

with mandarin 

oranges 

v Lemon drizzle 

cake served with 

custard 

v Cheese and 

crackers with 

sultanas 

v Fresh fruit 

selection 

v Ginger cookie 
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week  
Successful and Confident Learners who made 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

Luisa Niland   Raffi Waters  Sofia Smillie 

Kai James  Gionni Milanese  James Read 

Amelie Cavender   Gilly Harmer   Alex Lamb 

Rafael Rizzo  Manel Casinhas  Jack McAuliffe 

Cleo Sallis  Lewis Putman  St George’s class 

Responsible Role Models in their behaviour, 

attitude and learning 

Adam Grabkowski   Eva Burdall   

Cristian Storaci 

Making a positive contribution to the class or 

School 

Phoebe Davies  Anna Mills  St Bruno’s class 

St Emily’s Class   The cross country team 
St Peter’s class Hand Writing award winners: 

Francesca Nash    Oliver Vitulli 
 

And congratulations to everyone across 

the school who worked so hard to be 

their very best this week 
 

 



St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School   Where every child is special 
 

Weekly News for the week beginning Monday 21st November 2016, page 10 

  
 
  

St Peters School Christmas Fayre 
Sunday 20th November 12 – 3pm 

Come along for a fun filled afternoon with delightful external stalls 

and various school run stalls including tombola, mulled wine a BBQ!  

Please can anyone yet to pay this half term’s dinner money 

(£83.60) please ensure payment is made this week at the 

latest. You can use Scopay, pay in cash (exact amount please) 

or by cheque payable to Surrey County Council. Thank you! 

Anti – bullying week 
Next week is Anti-bullying week and every class will be focussing in on 

this important issue and how we can ensure that our school is a bully-

free zone.  

The Year 6 Think Tank will be running a stall each day at morning 

playtime selling Pencils (20p), rulers (30p) and wristbands (50p) if you 

would like to send your child with any money 
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Contacting the School 

Absences – please call the office number 01483 888388 

 

For general enquiries, medical issues  

– please contact Mrs Simpson or Mrs Read on 01483 888388 or by email:  

 info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For our Business Manager and Office Manager  

– please contact Mrs Clay on 01483 888388 or by email:  

admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

  

For Admission enquiries and to arrange school tours  

- please contact Mrs Tahouri our Admissions Officer on 01483 888388 or by email: 

admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

 

To change meal requests and for school meal payments  

- please contact Mrs Simpson on 01483 888388 or by email:  

schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For After school clubs and ScoPay/Parentmail enquiries  

- please contact Mrs Foster on 01483 888388 or by email:  

office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For information about Tommy’s Breakfast and After School clubs  

- please contact Mrs Maguire by email: asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For our Home school link worker, Kate Shaw  

- please email: hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk   

 

For SEN information or advice 

- please email our SENCos, Mrs McNiff and Mrs Terry: senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

For Mr Lewin  

- please ring the Office on 01483 888388 or email: mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

 

School website: www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

Parish website: http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/ 

mailto:info@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:schoolmeals@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:asc@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:hslw@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:senco@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrlewin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/
http://www.guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk/

