St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 3rd October 2016

Another great week…
Year 2 were stars in London, Year 5 were stars in Guildford (and in the
rain!) and it was wonderful to share our first Grandparents week and our
first Open Afternoon with so many of you. Added to that we had the great

pleasure of our first Class worship of the year led by St Peter’s class with a
really entertaining introduction to this our 50th anniversary year as a
school here at St Thomas’.
Next week is just as busy with lots of different visits and the first sports
fixtures of the new year too.
Enjoy the relative rest of your weekend!

Neil Lewin

The Week Ahead…
St Thomas’ Learner focus on Attitude: learning from our mistakes
Monday 3rd October






Deadline for Christmas Card designs…
Year 5 St Paul’s class to RGS for Tudor workshops (the other class will be going next week)
9.00am Parents’ Online safety session with Mrs Grove for all new parents to the School
9.00am Parent evening booking opens online
7.45pm PTA meeting at The Horse and Groom – everyone welcome!

Tuesday 4th October
 Early Years’ Farm visit to Godstone Farm
 NSPCC Workshops for Years 5 and 6
 Year 6 boys’ football against St Joseph’s (home match)
Wednesday 5th October





9.00 Family Learning session for parents where English is an additional language for children
Governors’ Science Learning Walk
EYFS Surrey Ad photo
5.00pm – 7.00pm Open Evening for prospective parents

Thursday 6th October
 Year 6 at Mass at St Pius, parents please join them if you can
Friday 7th October
 9.00am Parents’ Prayer Group – everyone (including Grandparents!) welcome to join us
 MUFTI day for children in return for chocolate for the Christmas Fayre
Saturday 8th October
 PTA Family Quiz – lots of fun for everyone so please make sure you have got your tickets!
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MONDAY 10th October





St Thomas’ Learner focus on Confidence – building our confidence for learning
Year 5 St Angelo’s class to RGS for Tudor workshops
Year 4 St Peter at Chertsey Museum
9.00am Parents’ Online safety session with Mrs Grove for all new parents to the School

TUESDAY 11th October
 Year 4 St Kea at Chertsey Museum
 Year 5 boys’ football against St Joseph’s (home match)

WEDNESDAY 12th October
 9.00 Family Learning session for parents where English is an additional language for children
 Year 2 Great Fire of London workshops

THURSDAY 13th October
 9.00am Inclusion Team parent coffee morning
 PTA Cake Sale – Year 6 with the baking challenge!
 3.45pm – 7.30pm Parent evening

OPEN AFTERNOON
There was a great buzz around school this afternoon for our first Open Afternoon. Thank
you to everyone who came, parents and Grandparents. I hope that you enjoyed the
opportunity to see what the children are learning and how their classes are set up. There
were lots of proud children in school (and a very proud Headteacher!). The dates for the
rest of the year are in the School diary and slowly we are getting everything updated and
correct on the website – please do bear with us as our website whizz has left us and we
are all learning!

It’s lost…
We have mislaid a couple of major items this week… is your child happily scooting on a pink
scooter thinking it is theirs when in fact it belongs to a child in Reception – it has her name on it…
We have also had a number of children wearing very smart uniform but it isn’t theirs… picked up
innocently after PE or Clubs and their own uniform is being worn by someone else. Please would
you double check that you have your own uniform and then we can organise an amnesty clothing
swap! Thank you.

It’s waiting…
We have a fine collection of new uniform orders in the office from Magnum Enterprises and so if
you are waiting for something please come and collect it from the Office. Thank you
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.

Attitude and Confidence – learning
from our mistakes
It is all too easy to see mistakes as failures and to give up, decide
that we can’t do it and fail to take anything from what we have
done.

As St Thomas’ Learners, we are looking to create an I can
attitude in our children, to see mistakes as steps along the way:
provided that we take the time to see where and how we made
the mistake, it becomes a positive learning experience and so
helps us step forward in our learning.
It’s not that we pretend that the children haven’t got something
wrong but we turn it around to be a positive step of learning –
the child that is afraid to make a mistake stops taking risks, won’t
try anything new and won’t want to contribute to collaborative
working.
It is all about creating the positive growth mindset where we see
everything we do as a learning opportunity even when it doesn’t
go to plan. At home and at school it is about creating that
positive learning atmosphere:
Well done for having a go… it didn’t work out but that’s OK if we
can see what went wrong… what can we do next time that will
work?
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FROM THE PTA… UPCOMING EVENTS
Monthly PTA Meeting, Monday 3 October
rd

 Come and join us at the Horse and Groom from 7.45pm
 Find out what’s going on this term, have your say and see how you can get involved!
 All welcome….we’re a friendly bunch!

Chocolate Mufti Collection, Friday 7 October
th

 Don’t forget to add an extra box of chocolate to your shopping list this week!
 Children will be allowed to wear their own clothes to school in return for donations of chocolate for the popular
Chocolate Tombola at our Christmas Fayre.
 Clothes should be suitable for school and appropriate weather conditions.
 Please make sure the donation has a ‘best before’ date beyond November 30 th.
 Collections will be set up at the school entrances at drop off on 7 th October.

Family Quiz, Saturday 8 October, 4.30-7pm
th

 Hopefully you’ve requested your tickets and are now busy polishing up your quiz knowledge in anticipation of this
year’s popular Family Quiz!
 Quiz tickets will be distributed via bookbags next week.
 All school families and staff are welcome and there’s no requirement to make up a team beforehand – you can join
forces with others on the night!
 Many Thanks to the Year 1 Class Reps Christina Ruppert, Gosia Malek, Gillian Mills and Louise Byrne who have
been working hard organising this event over the summer holidays!

Uniform Shed, Wednesday 12 October
th

 Our Second Hand Uniform Shed will be open for business again on Wednesday 12 th October from 3pm.
 Come on over and peruse the bargains to be had!

Year 6 Cake Sale, Thursday 13 October
th

 Help Year 6 kick off our Cake Sales this year on 13th October by popping along to the Junior Hall from 3pm and
buying their sumptuous treats!

Groundforce Day, Saturday 15 October
th






Don’t forget to Save the Date for our Spring Groundforce Day…..stay for an hour or for the day!
Some of the things we’ll be doing on the day are:
o finishing off painting sheds and picket fences
o clearing and preparing the ground for the new prayer garden
o building a path in the new Sensory Garden
o preparing the ground for planting 30 sapling Christmas trees along the HSL West school boundary
There will be small activities to keep the kids busy if needed, tea, coffee, biscuits etc and of course Mr Lewin’s
famous bacon butties! It’s a great atmosphere!

Harvest Festival, Thursday 20 October
th

 The Harvest Festival preparations are now in full swing and all year groups should have been given their individual
letters, setting out how they can contribute to the tea and help out on the day. This is a popular afternoon with
senior members of our local community and is attended by between 90 and 100 people.
 If you have not received a letter via your child’s bookbag please contact the school office or email the PTA
at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
 We ask for various fresh food items for the tea, non-perishable items for ‘Goody Bags’ and small gift items you
may already have in your homes that can be used as raffle prizes as part of a hamper.
 The food that has historically made up the contents of ‘Goody Bags’ and was offered to guests on departure will
now be donated to local good causes such as food banks. Mr Lewin would like to display this food as it arrives in
school so that the children can see the good that the community can achieve. This is why we have asked for these
items to be donated any time from now.
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Phil the Bag, Tuesday 8 November
th

 Keep collecting your old clothes and linen for our Phil the Bag collection.
 Phil accepts adults and children’s clothing, hats, shoes, belts, handbags and household textiles (sheets, pillow cases,
duvet covers, curtains and towels but not blankets and sleeping bags).
 Phil the Bag no longer provides branded bags so please just use your own black bin liners. Please DO NOT bring
your bags before the day as we have nowhere to store them.

Christmas Fayre, Saturday 26 November
th

 Stick this date in your diaries and make sure you can join us for one of our biggest fundraisers of the year!

….AND FINALLY!
Christmas Cards







Don’t forget the DEADLINE for getting your Christmas Card templates in is this Monday 3rd October!
If you didn’t receive a template via bookbags then pick a spare up from the office!
Top tips : use bright colours (felt tips and paint, not crayons), use all the space, NO GLITTER!
Sample cards will be sent out before half term so you can place your order in good time for the Festive Season!
A pack of 12 small cards will cost £5 and raises £1 for the school. That’s 42p per card!
All designs will also be entered into a competition to be featured on the cover of our Christmas Fayre Brochure
so make sure the children produce their best Rudolf or Santa!

Would you like to be on our Volunteers List?

 The Volunteers List is our ‘go to’ list when the PTA are holding an event or need help with a certain project
or activity. There is no obligation, we simply email everyone on the list and ask if they’d like to help out or be
involved in the event.
 If you would like to be on our list and get involved please email us at ptachair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
 No obligation. Help when you’re free. Get involved and support our school.

Thinking of Moving House?

 Call Bourne Estate Agents for a valuation! If you then choose to sell your house through them Bourne
will DONATE 10% of their fee to our school! This could mean St Thomas’ receive anything from £250 to
£1000+!
 This offer extends to family, friends and neighbours…..they simply have to mention St Thomas’ School!
 This could potentially be a big fundraiser for the school with minimal effort!

Does your street have a Residents Association?

 Please email us on the address below if your street has a Residents Association with newsletter distribution as
we’re keen to contact them in regard to advertising opportunities.
Thank you for your continued support
Neula and Sophie
PTAChair@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents if you’re thinking about
selling your house! Our school receives a donation from Bourne of up
to 10% of their fee if you sell with them!
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GRANDPARENTS
It was wonderful this morning to welcome some of our grandparents into school and to share a liturgy
and a coffee too. Thank you to everyone who came. Grandparents are such an important of our families
and our school family. You are always welcome!

Holiday clubs for half
term
This Autumn half term there will be two holiday clubs running at St
Thomas. Tommy’s will be running for four days and Ultimate
Coaching will also be running a sports based week here at the School.
Details of both are attached to the newsletter.

Thank you Father Alex…

Games going spare?

The whole school sends Father Alex our love and
thanks for all his hard work as our Chaplain and as a
Governor. Our prayers are with you Father Alex as
you start in your new Parish this weekend.

If you have any Memory

… welcome Father Alan

in good condition and could be

We are looking forward to welcoming Father Alan
to St Thomas’ as our new Chaplain and Governor
and to continuing our work together within the
Parish.

games or other educational
games that your children are
no longer using but which are
used by our Inclusion Team to
help children in school please
do drop them off at the Office
Thank you!
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Please do be careful around the children at drop off times. The drop off lane is for dropping off and not
parking and, please, if you are walking do not use the road gates but the pedestrian gates to enter the
school!
No child should be left at school before 8.30pm – there are no adults on duty before then.
As for parking, please, please, please follow our Golden rule… park legally, sensibly and safely and don’t
block our neighbours’ drives or be rude to them or other road users – it serves no purpose other than to
put people including our children in danger and to create totally unnecessary upset and hostility.

Parents’ Evening Booking
Parents evenings for this term are being held on Thursday 13th October and Monday 17th. It is really
important that you attend in order to hear how your child has settled into the new year, the progress they
are making and for you to share any celebrations and concerns. Children in Year 6 will be asked to join their
parents for the consultation as they take responsibility for their own learning.
We are using our online booking system again for this year’s Parent evenings. Bookings will open on
Monday at 9.00am. You will need to go on to scopay.com, log in and the open the parent evening tab in
order to book your slot. Bookings for both evenings will be available. Any questions or it doesn’t work then
please contact the Office.
Thank you.

Midday Supervisor
wanted…
Please look on the website for details of the
vacancy we have for a Midday supervisor to
start as soon as possible. The job description
and application form can be downloaded
from the website: http://www.stthomas.surrey.sch.uk/recruitment/head/
Perhaps more than any other time in the
school day, play and lunch periods can
make or break a child’s day. The games
they play, the people they play with are key
to their happiness and wellbeing for the
rest of the day.
And so this job is important, vital to the
wellbeing of our children.

Volunteers wanted…
We would like to create a team of volunteers
(parents, grandparents, friends) who are able to
commit to a regular time of coming into School to
share their gifts and talents.
Our principal request is for readers. We need adults
to read with children across the school. This is not a
request for help in your child’s classroom it is a
request for help across the School.
If you would be interested, please contact Mr Lewin
direct via email at mrlewin@stthomas.surrey.sch.uk
Thank you!
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v Macaroni cheese,

Organic pork

Roast British

Beef bolognese

Salt & vinegar

with garlic bread

meatballs in

chicken with

served with

infused salmon

and broccoli florets

tomato sauce with

stuffing, roast

spaghetti and

goujons, jacket

wholegrain rice

potatoes, fresh

green beans

wedges and baked

and sweetcorn

cabbage and gravy

v Homemade

v Vegetarian chilli

v Quorn fillet with

v Bean burrito

v Broccoli quiche,

Quorn sausage &

with wholegrain

roast potatoes,

served with sweet

jacket wedges and

tomato roll with

rice and garden

fresh carrot batons

potato wedges and

mixed seasonal

new potatoes and

peas

and gravy

mini corn cob

salad

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

Baked potato with

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

cheese or tuna

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

Salad selection and

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

freshly baked bread

v Water melon

v Cheese, crackers

v Chocolate tart

v Spiced oat and

v Fruit cookie

wedge*

and sliced apple

and créme fraîche

apple finger with

beans

vegetable medley

custard

If you think that your child may be eligible for Free School Meals because of your current financial position
(this applies even if the children are in EYFS and KS1 where the meals are currently free), then please speak
in absolute confidence to Mrs Clay our School Business Manager and she will be able to complete a very
simple check. If you are, not only will your child receive a free lunch every day but the School will receive
over £1300 to help ensure that your child does not fall behind…You can contact Mrs Clay on admin@stthomas.surrey.sch.uk or ask for her by phone or in Reception. Thank you.
Best of British Meal
Wednesday 2nd November 2016
The school kitchen will be having a ‘Best of British Day’ on Wednesday 2nd November 2016, with the
following menu:Lincolnshire Organic Pork Sausages or Quorn Sausage (v), with British Mashed Potato presented in a
Traditional Yorkshire Pudding (v) with Golden Gravy accompanied by Roasted Seasonal British Carrots
and Garden Peas
& Homemade Butterscotch Tart (v)
If your child is on packed lunches but would like to have a school meal that day, please complete the slip
sent home this week and send it back to the School Office , together with £2.15 in a sealed envelope, clearly
marked with your child’s name, class, and ‘Best of British’ by Wednesday 12th October 2016.
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Year 2 visit London
And what great fun they had and what a credit they were to us all…
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week
Successful and Confident Learners who made
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
Mia Gaskin Miko Ashford
Callum Yeates

Isabel Lallemand

Magdalena Chambers
Rory Tripp

Charlie Walters

Thomas Freire-Norman

Responsible Role Models in their behaviour,
attitude and learning
St Peter’s class

Hannah Collins

Alex Leszenska
Henry Carter

Fred Maltby

Katie Bashford

Leah Fuenzalida-Hernandez
Ollie Mitchell

James Read

Making a positive contribution to the class or
school
Natalia Buczak
And congratulations to everyone across
the school who worked so hard to be
their very best this week

