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It was great to see so many of you at our Curriculum Evening on Thursday. Thank you for 

being there. I really hope that you found it a worthwhile and interesting evening. Our 

partnership is key in ensuring the best for all of our children. 

Those of you that were in school on Thursday will have seen the wonderful new space 

that has been created for our Year 2s for their shared learning space and also the area 

that will soon be transformed into a mini library for KS1. Thank you to the PTA for 

buying the lovely new furniture and to Mr McAllister who did all the building work. It 

has been a real joy to see the children excitedly using the space this week for the first 

time! 

I was at Worth Abbey on Friday with Bishop Richard and headteachers from around the 

Diocese (which was a wonderful event) and when I returned the new story tellers’ chair 

arrived and I have to say I spent a little while sitting in that in the corridor – very 

exciting! It will be in place on Monday in our new story telling area.  

We will know who the new Chairs of School Council are on Monday. The whole school 

voted on Friday after all 11 candidates set out their stall in worship. They are all 

excellent candidates and what a blessing to have 11 great candidates – the most ever! 

I hope you can make our first Open Afternoon on Friday and look forward to the week 

ahead!  Neil Lewin 

St Thomas’ Learner focus on Attitude: turning I can’t into I can try  

Grandparents’ week 

 Year 5 Guildford Tudor walk 

 Year 6 Bikeability (St Nicholas’ class) 
 

 Year 2 visit to London 

 Year 3 Play in a day 
 

 9.00 Family Learning session for parents where English is an additional language for children 
 

 St Peter’s class leading worship – parents (and, of course, grandparents!) please do join us, 9.00am in 

the Infant Hall 
 

 9.00am Coffee and prayers for our School with our grandparents – all are welcome! 

 Open afternoon: please pop back in to class after drop off for an informal look around your child’s 

classroom and an opportunity for them to show you what they have been learning so far this term. 
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 St Thomas’ Learner focus on Attitude - learning from our mistakes 

 Year 5 (one class) to RGS for Tudor workshops (the other class will be going next week) 

 7.45pm PTA meeting at The Horse and Groom – everyone welcome! 

 Early Years’ Farm visit to Godstone Farm 

 NSPCC Workshops for Years 5 and 6 

 9.00 Family Learning session for parents where English is an additional language for children 

 Governors’ Science Learning Walk 

 EYFS Surry Ad photo 

 Open Evening for prospective parents 

 Year 6 at Mass at St Pius, parents please join them if you can 

 9.00am Parents’ Prayer Group – everyone welcome to join us 

 MUFTI day for children in return for chocolate for the Christmas Fayre 

 PTA Family Quiz – lots of fun for everyone so please make sure you have got your tickets! 

Thank you to everyone who came along on Thursday to the Curriculum evening. We hope you 

enjoyed the event, found it useful and left feeling feel well informed about the year ahead for your 

child’s class and for the School. You should all have received the Curriculum Newsletters for your 

children’s year groups for this autumn term which give a little more detail about what the children 

are learning this term across all the curriculum areas. The information shared on Thursday evening 

will be available through the website and Learning platform shortly. Thank you.

We hope that you will be able to come along to our first Open afternoon on Friday. This being 

Grandparents week it would be lovely if grandparents could come to! From 3.20pm you will be able 

to come in to the classrooms and let your child show off their work and their learning environment. 

They may want to show you The Canvas or some of the new areas that we are busy developing! The 

teachers will be around but this is not an extra parents’ evening but an informal opportunity for 

your child to proudly show you the fruits of their effort! 
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes 

S=P+A+C+E for their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through 

Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, 

of course, effort.  

So much of what we do – or choose not to do – is centred 

around our self-confidence and our attitude. Perhaps all of us 

look back with elements of regret for opportunities that we 

didn’t take, new challenges that we avoided. How many of us, as 

adults, look back at moments in our lives and think “If only…” or 

“I wish I had…”  

Without thinking we can pass on to our children our own lack of 

confidence or self-belief from our past. Every time we tell them 
that we couldn’t do something at school, every time we give up 

on something that seems too difficult in the moment, every time 

we say we just can’t do something we are giving the children the 

message that that’s OK and subconsciously they may feel justified 

in giving up or not trying when things appear difficult for them. It 

is OK to find things challenging and difficult and we may end up 

just not being able to master them in the way we would have 

wanted but we will never know if we don’t try first! I said last 

time that my children heard the phrase, “there’s no such thing as 

I can’t, you can try” so often that they now find great enjoyment 

in reminding me whenever I complain that something is difficult… 

but I always  

We can only ask and expect our children to do their best and 

that is what we all encourage them to do. Everyone can try their 

best, everyone can try anything. So whilst we can’t all be great 

experts in everything, we can try, we can keep trying and then 

who knows what we might actually achieve. 

Please encourage the children to turn I can’t into I can try and, 

whenever you can, show them that you are doing it too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Attitude and Confidence – turning I can’t into I can 

try 
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The whole Diocese is celebrating Grandparents’ week this week. We are holding two particular events 

but remember if Grandparents are interested in coming into school on a more regular basis to help with 

reading or cooking or gardening or whatever their interest may be then we would love to hear from 

them. They can obtain DBS forms from Mrs Clay in the Office. 

Firstly, on Friday 30th September, we will have a Grandparents Prayer and Coffee morning. All 

grandparents are welcome at 9.00am to meet together to pray for our children and school.  

Secondly, also on 30th September, we will be holding our first open afternoon. Grandparents (and 

parents, of course!) are welcome from 3.20 - 3.45pm. We are encouraging the children to take their 

grandparents to their classrooms to show and talk about their work so far this year.  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming as many grandparents as possible. 

Remember to visit Bourne Estate Agents 

if you’re thinking about selling your 

house! Our school receives a donation 

from Bourne of up to 10% of their fee if 

you sell with them!  

… it continues… 

Now we are walking right around the world 
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Please check your child’s hair for head 

lice – we have had a few cases this 

week. It is nothing to be ashamed of or 

worried about but it does need 

treating. Head lice like clean hair and 

everyone is susceptible to getting 

them. A nit comb is the best way to 

deal with them but other treatments 

are available.  

 

Payment for school dinners is due 

now (it should be paid in advance as 

it is a debt not to the School but to 

Surrey!).  Payment can be made 

online or by cheque payable to 

Surrey County Council. Thank you. 

 

This year we have changed our swimming schedule because our children perform well in terms of meeting 

the national curriculum standards for swimming. Years 1-4 will have one term of swimming each. 

Year Group Term Time away from 
school 

Year1 Autumn term Tuesday from 
10:00- 11:30 

Year2 Autumn term Tuesday from 
9:30- 11:00 

Year3 Spring term Tuesday from 
10:00- 11:30 

Year4 Spring term Tuesday from 
9:30- 11:00 

The Children’s progress this year will be reported at Parents evenings and as an end of term report in the 

term your child goes swimming. 

Thank you 

Mr Jones, PE Leader 

 

This week you should find a new added to our 

new under the trees by Funville. 

Thank you to the PTA who have funded these wonderful 

improvements to our school. A whole class can sit out there now for 

reading or circle time or whatever their imaginations allow and at 

playtimes too it has become the place to be! 
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v Pizza margherita, 

crispy herb 

potatoes and 

seasonal mixed 

salad  

Ham and cheese 

pasta bake with 

baked fresh tomato  

 

Roast British 

turkey served with 

stuffing, roast 

potatoes, broccoli 

florets and gravy  

Organic beef 

burger in a bun 

with potato salad 

and sweetcorn  

 

Popped rice pollock 

fillet served with 

oven chips and 

crushed garden 

peas  

v Vegetarian 

Bolognese served 

with spaghetti and 

green beans  

 

v Chickpea and 

potato curry 

served with 

wholegrain rice 

and garden peas 

v Sweet potato 

and cheddar cheese 

whirls, roast 

potatoes and fresh 

carrot batons 

v Mexican 

vegetable stack 

served with home-

made bread and 

broccoli florets  

v Southern style 

Quorn burger in a 

bun, potato wedges 

and coleslaw  

 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Baked potato with 

cheese or tuna 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

Salad selection and 

freshly baked bread 

v Ginger slice with 

pears* 

v Raspberry bun v New Forest toffee 

ice cream 

v Fruit jelly served 

with créme 

fraîche* 

v Chocolate 

brownie served 

with a glass of 

organic milk 

If you think that your child may be eligible for Free School Meals because of your current  financial position  

(this applies even if the children are in EYFS and KS1 where the meals are currently free), then please speak 

in absolute confidence to Mrs Clay our School Business Manager and she will be able to complete a very 

simple check. If you are, not only will your child receive a free lunch every day but the School will receive 

over £1300 to help ensure that your child does not fall behind…Yu can contact Mrs Clay on admin@st-

thomas.surrey.sch.uk or ask for her by phone or in Reception. Thank you. 

Please do be careful around the children at drop off times. The drop off lane is for dropping off and not 

parking and, please, if you are walking do not use the road gates but the pedestrian gates to enter the 

school! 

As for parking, please, please, please follow our Golden rule… park legally, sensibly and safely and don’t 

block our neighbours’ drives or be rude to them or other road users – it serves no purpose other than to 

put people including our children in danger and to create totally unnecessary upset and hostility. 

mailto:admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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Congratulations
to all the children in Year 6 who put themselves 

forward for positions of responsibility in the School 
and as part of School Council. 

 
A special mention to those who put themselves 

forward for election as Chairs and presented to the 
whole school this morning. Only four will be 

elected (but the other 7 will have jobs, have no 
fear!): 

Eleanor Brumpton   Charlotte Carter 

Anasztazia Chambers    Lucy Curtin 

Alice Dorricott   Storm Evans  

Martha Hill    Jada Hunte 

Victor Kelly   Sophia Shaverin 

Ola Squires 

 
 

 


