St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Where every child is special

Weekly News
for the week beginning Monday 12th September 2016

Welcome back to the new School Year!
I really hope that everyone had a great summer and shared plenty of fun and excitement. I
certainly had a lovely time enjoying the great weather and it was lovely to hear the
excited stories of what you have all been up to from the children this week!

I am writing this from a hotel room in Beverley, Yorkshire and apologise to you all that I
cannot be with you on Sunday at the Education Sunday Mass at St Pius: you will be very
much in my thoughts and prayers.
It was a very busy summer in school with the installation of new boilers and pipework in
the older part of the school and a number of other internal and external improvements.
The unexpected need to replace corroded pipework and exhausted boilers has placed a
large and unwanted financial strain on us and means that many of our improvement
plans have had to be put back. It makes your contributions to the Governors Fund (which
seeks to meet the shortfall in our state funding which is the quid pro quo for being a
Catholic faith based school) and your support for our wonderful PTA even more important
in order for us to provide the resources and environment that we want for our children at
St Thomas’. That said we know how lucky we are as a school and thank God for all our
many blessings!
There are a number of exciting developments this year for the school and I will be sharing
those with you at the Curriculum evening on Thursday week and through the Weekly
News. In the meantime, enjoy the weekend, enjoy Sunday’s Mass if you can be there and I
look forward to catching up with you again next week.

Neil Lewin

St Thomas’ Learner focus on Attitude: being ready to learn





First week of after school co-curricular clubs
Summer born starters in EYFS – WELCOME!
Year 5 trip to Hampton Court (change in date from Annual Calendar)
PTA meeting – 7.45 at the Horse and Groom – please come along and find out how you can help and
make new friends in the PTA

 Governors’ School Development Plan meeting with Mr Lewin
 Spring born starters in EYFS start for the afternoons – WELCOME!
 9.00am meeting for parents in Year 2 – phonics threshold
 Year 6 St George visit to The Spike in Guildford as part of their history topic work
 Year 6 St Nicholas visit to The Spike in Guildford

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Weekly News






Where every child is special

for the week beginning Monday 12th September 2016, page 2

St Thomas’ Learner focus on Perseverance: what does that look like?
Autumn born starters in EYFS – WELCOME
Bikeability sessions start in Year 6
PTA Christmas Card designs

 9.00am, coffee morning for all new parents joining the School family this year but everyone is
welcome!
 NSPCC assemblies for children
 9.00 Family Learning session for parents where English is an additional language for children
 6.30pm Full Governing Body meeting
 All EYFS children are in full time from today
 6.00pm and 7.15pm Whole School Curriculum evening – all year groups and for all parents, more
details to follow next week (note earlier start for first session)
 Elections for Year 6 officers of School Council

9.30 Mass at St Pius for Education Sunday,
please can children wear school uniform.
Children taking part in the Mass, in the choir,
as readers, bidding prayer readers,
welcomers etc., please arrive at St Pius at
9.10am.

Sadly we are saying goodbye to Miss Davies in the Office and are recruiting. If you are interested in
applying to join the team or you know someone that is, all the details are in the recruitment section of
the School website (www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/recruitment) or you can contact Jacqui Clay for
details and an application form in person or by email/phone: admin@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk or 01483
447452. Thank you!
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes
S=P+A+C+E for their learning
This year we are focussing on what makes a great learner – what
attributes help us all to be more effective learners.

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through
Perseverance together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and,
of course, effort.
Throughout the School we will be working on these skills and attitudes
to help ourselves and all the children to improve as learners and to
make the most of every opportunity that comes their way. I hope that
you will join in too. Each week we will be focussing on a different
aspect and I will share that with you in the Weekly News so that you
can discuss it with your children and explore how they can best put it
into practice.
In this first full week of the new year we are focussing on having the
best possible Attitude for learning so that we are ready to learn. This is
also about Confidence and Effort. How can we be ready for learning?
 Making sure we are on time for lessons and not stressed about
being late or missing the start of something…
 Making sure we have all the right equipment – pencils that are
sharp, a pen that isn’t leaking…
 Starting to think about what we are about to do before we
start – if I know I have maths after play and just begin to think
about that as I come back into class, my mind will be in the
right place to start the lesson…
 Most important of all, arrive with right attitude…
If we come to something with a positive and optimistic mindset we are
far more likely to succeed and persevere than if we come with a fixed
mindset that it will be boring or that it won’t work or, worst of all, that I
can’t do it… As parents we know that this is true at home, on holiday,
in every aspect of our family life and so it is with learning.
Every day is a new start and a new opportunity. If we can approach the
day with enthusiasm and that cup half full mentality we are already half
way to success. Of course, for some children this can be difficult if they
lack the confidence to approach the subject with positivity and we are
working very hard to build the children’s confidence – replacing “I
can’t…” with “I can try” in everything that we do.
Being ready for learning is as much about our mindset as it is about
having the right equipment and being on time. It is about having a
focus and a willingness to get stuck in and be surprised!
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The cost for this half term (7th September – 21st October) is £72.60.
Please pay online or by cheque made payable to Surrey County Council.

Well done to Adam Tarling who, as
part of the Guildford Chess Club team,
won the very impressive Haslemere
trophy last season beating Godalming
in a fiercely competitive final. This
great news comes just as we re-start
our very own chess club lead by
experienced chess coach, David
Archer. There will also be the
opportunity for everyone to play chess
at lunch and playtimes with new
outdoor games tables arriving very
soon (thanks to money raised by the
PTA)!

All of our co-curricular clubs start next week. There are still
spaces in the following clubs if you would like them:

Unfortunately the Basketball club has had to be cancelled.
Please remember that children must be collected from the
KS1 entrance area down by the Infant Hall door and please
do try to be prompt!

Last term, many parents attended a session for families for whom English is an additional language. The
feedback was very positive indeed. The course explores education in England and how to support your
children in school. It is practical and informative.
We are delighted to say that the same tutor is running a new 5 week course this term. It starts on
Wednesday 21st September (9.10-11.10am) and runs until Wednesday 19th October. You can attend
whether or not you attended the one off session in June. The idea is that you would attend each of the
sessions over the course of the programme. A flyer was sent out by parentmail last week with an outline of
the programme and a return slip.
If you would like to attend please send the slip back to Mrs Carter via your child’s teacher or the office or
alternatively please email Mrs Carter (mrscarter@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk). Please respond as soon as
possible so that we have an idea of numbers. We are very excited about the course and if English is your
second language, we do hope that you will consider taking advantage of the opportunity of the course and
to meet other families in our school community.
Thank you
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A very special welcome to everyone who has joined our
School community this week for the first time…
All the 60 children joining in the Reception classes
and:
Miguel Apolinario Panto in Year 1
Huw Light in Year 2

Charlotte Combes in Year 3
Ignacio Miragaya in Year 3
Fernando Miragaya in Year 6
Marta Williams Salmeron in Year 3
Grace Smith in Year 3
Evie Wilcock in Year 5
Gabriella Basi in Year 6
Miss Davies as class teacher in Year 2 St Dominic’s class
Mrs Elsmore as class teacher in Year 3 St Emily’s class
Mrs Carney as a trainee teacher in Year 5 St Angelo’s class
Kate Shaw as our new Home School Link Worker

You are all so welcome and we pray that you will find only
friendship, joy and happiness as part of the St Thomas’
family
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Congratulations
to all the children who received an award this week

Jacob Linsell

St Angelo’s class
St Paul’s class

Siobhan Donaghy
Georgina Combes
Edie Brown

Charlotte Combes

Josh Hunt
Luca Maioli
Katie Read

Lucy Curtin

Johnny Hayes-Akenzua

