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Dear Parents 
 
What a wonderful year I have had. Thank you to you all for making me feel so welcome and for your 
encouragement. Our school is a wonderful school but it can only get better and that is what we are 
about, making improvements all the time to ensure that your children get the best and can be the 
best that they can be. Thank you all for the crucial role that you play in allowing us to do that. Roll on 
September!   
 
In the meantime enjoy this review of our summer term and have a wonderful, relaxing and fun-filled 
summer! 
      
Neil Lewin 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury  
Catholic Primary School 
Where every child is special 

 
End of term Newsletter 

Summer 2016 



St Thomas of Canterbury 
End of Summer Term Newsletter  Page 2 

What a fantastic last term where the children’s learning really blossomed. 

To get our Minibeast topic off to a flying start we had a visit from 

Minibeast Man. By the end even anxious children were touching and closely 

observing a vast array of creatures. Our favourite had to be the giant toad! 

Unfortunately despite lots of kisses he didn’t turn into a prince! 

 

“I loved holding the tickly tarantula!”  
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Art week was a wonderful way to work together to produce something 

exceptional. Every child in Reception contributed to our vibrant collage. 
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We learned lots about Ancient Greece by looking at artefacts.  
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Sports Day ( we prepared as a school with our daily mile which really helped 

with the walk to Urnfield.)  

      

 

     

 

 

 

 

A fantastic way to end their reception Year was by leading  school Worship. 

St Salvatore’s worship was based on The Rainbow Fish story and how he 

learned how to be a good friend. 
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St William’s was on the theme of friendship too and based around the story 

of Whiff the beautiful warthog. 
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It was lovely to welcome the new children to a picnic. We made them top 

hat cakes and sang them songs. We can’t believe it is a year ago when our 

present classes were at this picnic.  

 
We have loved teaching the children this year and wish them every 

happiness for next year. 
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Our learning journey this term was ‘Birds of a Feather’ which provided lots of exciting 

learning opportunities.   As part of our Science topic looking at animals, we visited 

Birdworld where we put our learning to the test and sorted animals into different 

types. We also enjoyed a talk from Paddy Lewin about birds and we hope he was 

impressed with our knowledge.  St. Cloud’s class entertained the school and their 

parents with a bird based worship and then we celebrated the whole topic with a 

colourful bird ball! 

As part of our History learning, we also welcomed Godalming Museum into school and 

learnt about the famous local landscape artist, Gertrude Jekyll.  We enjoyed sketching 

and drawing in her style and making miniature clay snails. 

The whole school Art week was great fun and both classes worked together to make a 

model of ‘The Fighting Temeraire’ and the tug boat using recycled materials.  They 

made quite an impact in the Art week exhibition.  We also enjoyed Sports Day and 

celebrating Ancient Greece that week too – what a busy week and what a busy term! 
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Looking at different 

animals at 

Birdworld. 

Celebrating our topic ‘Birds of a Feather’. 

Listening to Paddy Lewin’s 

bird talk. 
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Looking at Greek 

Artefacts. 

Enjoying using our easels during an 

Art lesson. 

Making Greek vases. 

Taking part in Sports Day. 

Working as a team on our “Fighting 

Temeraire” model for Art Week 
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Year 2 have had a busy 

and exciting term. Our 

'Beside the Seaside' topic 

took us to Brighton where 

we visited the Sea Life 

Centre, had lunch on the 

beach (avoiding looming 

seagulls!) and walked along 

the famous 

Brighton 

Pier.  

 

 

 

 

Chertsey Museum visited 

us at school and we learnt 

lots about how the 

Victorians enjoyed their 

seaside holidays and saw 

some of the funny 

swimming costumes they 
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used to wear! Our learning 

this term has explored why 

summer is an important 

time of year and we had to 

persuade the rather gloomy 

'Winter', who bore a striking 

resemblance to Mr Jones, of 

this. Working in a group we 

argued our points, using our 

work to help. It was very 

close but we won! We 

celebrated by playing some 

games on the field. What a 

busy term! 

 

 

Our Greek week pots designed and made to have the shape 

and patterns of ancient artefacts. To finish our night time 

projects we re-created Starry night in groups of 6 each taking a 

section.  
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ALL THE FUN 

IN

It has been another fun filled and busy term in Year 3, filled with exciting new 

learning and yet more dressing up! Here are some of the children’s highlights 

from the Summer Term. 

‘In RE we have learnt about special places.’-

Johnny 3B. 

‘When I took my First Holy Communion I felt 

closer to God’- John 3K 

‘We have been exploring plants and 

learning about how plants grow and what 

they need.’-Gabriel 3B. 

 

 

‘We have been exploring how water is 

transported.’-Eva 3B. 

 

 

‘I enjoyed learning about volcanoes 

because it was different to what we would 

usually do for science.’- Ben 3K 
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‘This term in Year 3 we have been learning how to write formal letters to our 

favourite author!’-Aimee 3B. 

‘My favourite memory this term was writing a 

letter to persuade Mr Lewin to visit the 

mountains!’-Mayo 3B. 

‘I enjoyed writing letters to Mr Lewin about 

the French Alps.’- Maria 3K. 

‘My favourite memory in Year 3 was when we 

wrote to our favourite author.’- Morgan 3K. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I loved when we learnt about fractions using skittles! They were yummy!’ – 

Emily 3B. 

‘In Year 3 this term we have been learning about x/÷ facts for the 3, 4 and 8 x 

tables. I am very confident!’-Roksana 3B. 

The children also had a lovely time creating maths board games to apply their 

x/÷ facts. 

‘My favourite memory of Year 3 is when we went to Butser Ancient Farm!’-

Fiorella 3B. 
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‘I liked learning about the Greeks during Greek week!’- Alfie 3B. 

‘During Greek week…we made some posters about why you should come to 

Athens or Sparta.’- Christine 3K. 

‘Stone Age Day was super-duper!’- Caitlin 3B. 

‘History is my favourite subject.  I loved  

learning about Stone Age life’- Nathan 3K 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘One of my favourite memories is when we 

made a volcano outside.’- Lewis 3K 

‘I really liked arguing (debating) about 

whether tourists should visit mountains. It 
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was interesting because we learnt about the pros and cons of tourism.’- 

Beatrice 3K.  

 

In D&T this term, we designed and built our 

own Prehistoric settlements for a showcase. 

Thank you to all those who came to 

celebrate the children’s learning; they 

thoroughly enjoyed it! 

‘I liked doing cave art.’- Vicente 3B. 

‘I loved drawing animals and turning them into cave art’- Francesca 3K 

‘My favourite memory this year has been our class treat.’-Cleo 3B. 

 

‘My favourite memory this year has been all if it!’-Toby 3B. 

‘I enjoyed going to G-Live to perform our drama play and singing and dancing in 

the talent show.’- Rebecca 3K 

It has been a fantastic year and each of your children has been a joy to teach. 

Thank you for all your support throughout the year, we are incredibly grateful. 

We wish you and your families a wonderful summer.  
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Drama Club 

In Drama Club we performed a play called ‘Eva and he Amazing, Magical 

Recorder’ at G Live. The play was about a girl called Eva and her school was 

holding a talent show but she didn’t have a talent.  But after a chance meeting 

with a dragon in the woods she finds she does have a special  talent after all.  

This was a great way to end our time in Drama club. Everyone worked really hard 

on learning their lines and the parents all said how much they enjoyed it.   

  

  

  

  

By Katherine and Hana (4H) 

Year 4 Summer term Newsletter 

Rainforest Drama Workshop 
On Tuesday 10th May Jo and Tamsin from G-live came to do a            

drama workshop about the rainforests since we were learning 

about the Amazon Rainforest. First we started with acting like             

animals and posing like them.  

After that we were put into groups to do a play about cutting            

down trees in the rainforest, Some groups wanted to cut the           

trees down while others wanted to stop that happening.   

When we performed there were lots of different ways that                  

people showed their point of view. It was a great workshop and 

helped us learn more about the issues in the Amazon. 

Prayer Service 

For our Prayer Service, we each got a line to say to the 

audience about a story called ‘The Praying Hands’. The 

story is about two brothers called Albert and Albrect, 

They both wanted to go to college to study art but their 

family couldn’t afford for them both to go. So they 

decided that  they would work hard and help each other 

to achieve their dream. We have learnt from this play to 

help others, even if it’s hard. We all enjoyed performing 

the Prayer Service for our parents and we will always try 

to be like the brothers.  

By Esme and Katie (4H) 

What a busy term it has been in Year 4! The children have enjoyed performing their Prayer Service, 
participating in Art and Greek Weeks and demonstrated great enthusiasm for Sports Day. We have had a 

lovely year with your children and wish them all the very best for Year 5.  

  

  

Art Week 

In Art week, we all brought in materials and created a 

collage of ‘The Fighting Temeraire,’ by Turner. First we 

drew the ship and then we covered the whole picture 

with a wash of yellow and blue. When it had dried, we 

stuck material and sequins over the boat and to create 

the sunset. We also traced the ship so when we put the 

tracing paper over our picture it looked a little ghostly 

like the painting Turner painted. Finally all our pictures 

were displayed in the hall and everybody got to see 

them.  

Lola Ollie F 

  Kyle Katherine 
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Year 4 Summer term Newsletter 

District Sports 

On the 18th July, 7 people form each class went to represent the 

school in district sports. Everyone had to do an event and if you 

came first you got a medal and if you came 2nd or 3rd, you got a 

certificate. At the end of district sports they announced the 

winners, first the girls and boys from each year group and then 

the overall winner.                           St. Thomas won!!!                                                                                                          

It was a very happy day for everyone. After we won, we sat in 

the shade because it was a very sunny day. 

By Lilianna and Marysia 

Amazon Rainforest Day 

As it was rainforest day we could dress up as any animal or 

an  explorer from the rainforest. 

After we had assembly we started doing rainforest maths 

where all the problems were linked to the rainforest. Next, 

we learnt about the fruits of the rainforest. Each one had its 

own flavour. We tried mango, avocado, pineapple, passion 

fruit and papaya. The mango and the pineapple were 

especially nice as they were sweet and ripe.  

After lunch we learnt about ‘layers of the rainforest’ which 

were works of art by Henri Rousseau. Then we had a go at 

making our own collages.  

By Gilly and Ellie 
 

Madeline 

This term the Story Saving Service came to St Thomas’. They sent us a letter for 

hidden characters in the story ‘Madeline’. We set a story for each of the hidden 

characters and gave them a personality, appearance, name, secret and interests. 

We also got to draw them using a stencil of a boy or a girl. It was a fun 

experience and we hope all the  children in other year groups enjoyed it too.  

By Lucie and Kuba (4H) 

Greek Week 

This term we had a whole week of studying Greece. We did lots of 

different activities and learnt about how the Ancient Greeks 

changed the world.  We made masks, studied artefacts and learnt 

about Ancient Greek theatres. We also wrote our own play and we 

think that the best part was performing them. It was a fun week.  
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On Friday 1st July all the children in year 4 went to the Royal Grammar School to give a concert with children 

from Sandfields. When we arrived we were shown to the concert hall for our final practice. We were given our 

positions and when the children from Sandfield arrived we ran through our pieces. After that we had a short 

play in their sports hall and went for lunch in their canteen. It was chicken burgers and chips, followed by a 

yummy doughnut.  

By the time we had picked up our instruments and returned to the concert hall it was full of parents. People 

were feeling a little nervous. We took out places and waited while the orchestra played and then it was our 

turn. We played some pieces together and in others some people had solos.  

At the end the audience clapped and clapped. We didn’t feel nervous any more, we felt proud and excited. 
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The Battle of Bosworth 

At the beginning of Year 5 the G-live team 

came into school to help us recreate the 

Battle of Bosworth.  

For homework we made tunics and 

decorated them with the white rose of 

York and the red rose of Lancaster. At 

school we were told whose army we were 

going to be in and we wore our tunics 

with the correct rose at the front. 

I was happy because I was chosen to be 

King Richard III! I had to lead my troops 

into battle against Henry Tudor (Cameron, 

5P).  

We were taught how to strike people with 

a sword and how to die! Unfortunately 

Henry Tudor killed me. He was then 

crowned on the battle field - King Henry 

VII, the first Tudor king. Lewis 5A 

The Tudor Feast 

I was nervous about the Tudor Feast 

because Mrs Allison had chosen me to 

be Queen Jane (Henry’s third wife) and 

Harrison to be King Henry VIII. Parents 

were there to serve us our food and this 

was followed by some entertainment. 

My favourite act was Georgina and her 

group. When it was over I actually 

wanted to do it all over again!  

Emily 5A 

 

The Highwayman 

Earlier this year we read “The Highwayman” 

poem, by Alfred Noyes. A drama group came into 

school and we spent an afternoon acting out the 

poem. I was the Inn-keeper. I pretended to pour 

out the drinks and serve them. I really enjoyed 

the activity because it was very “hands on”!  

Tom 5A 
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The Passion Play 

At the end of the Spring Term, Year 5 

performed The Passion to the rest of the 

school and our parents. It is the story of 

the events leading up to the Crucifixion 

of Jesus. I was one of the Roman 

soldiers. We had to practise a lot but I 

think it was worth it in the end. It was a 

very moving experience for us all.  

Jack 5P 

Making Tudor Houses 

Making our Tudor houses was so much fun! We 

had to measure and cut the wood to the right size 

and then stick the wood on to our base. Then we 

painted the “beams” in black or brown. We cut 

lolly sticks for our doors and filled in the spaces 

with art mache and small twigs. We were all really 

proud of our houses and were able to take them 

home when they had dried. It was so much fun!  

Charlotte 5A 
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Making Dragsters 

Earlier this term we made dragsters, 

using plastic, wood, a cotton reel, 

elastic bands, nuts, bolts and washers. 

Most of the dragsters were successful. 

Some of us went into the hall and had 

a big race against the rest of the class. 

Cameron 5P 

 

Year 5 Trip To Swanage 

In May we visited Swanage and enjoyed lots of fun activities at the Allnatt Centre, including 

a treasure hunt and a murder mystery evening. On the last day we even got to sit around a 

campfire! We also had a lot of fun on our days out. We visited Durlston Country Park, 

Studland Bay and Corfe Castle. On the third day the children that could not come to 

Swanage for the week visited us on the beach with Mr Lewin. The day I enjoyed the most 

was the day we were able to buy ice-creams and have sandcastle competitions!  

Lucy 5A 
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We hope you have a wonderful, relaxing summer! 

 

A Visit From Claudine 

Earlier this term The Story Saving 

Service visited us. Our school agreed 

to help them make up stories for 

characters in the background of 

popular children’s books. A lady 

called Claudine visited Year 5 and we 

had to write some poetry for her. A 

few characters from our poems 

appeared in the final copy of 

Claudine’s story. Kate 5P 

Making Dragsters 

When we made our dragsters I chose two 

pieces of yellow plastic for the main body of 

my dragster and made four holes in it with 

a drill. I then had to decide on the shape of 

my dragster, cut it out and file it into shape. 

Finally we made the wheels and put the 

dragster together. 

When the class had finished making the 

dragsters we went into the hall and had a 

lot of fun racing them against each other. 

Lucy 5P 

 

Turner’s Fighting Temeraire 

We recently enjoyed a week of art. We 

learnt about Turner’s painting “The 

Fighting Temeraire” and tried using 

different techniques to produce our own 

version.  

I enjoyed doing this because I think I am 

good at art. In this picture I am using 

pastels while other children have chosen 

to use paint. Harrison 5P 

Harrison 5P 
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Yet another jam packed term for Year 6; the children have worked extremely hard 
which was reflected in their excellent reports and SATs results.  It is a sad term too, as 
it is their last ever term of Primary School; please read the children’s comments about 
this term below. 

Fiver Fayre 

The Fiver Fayre was a great memory of Year 6.  We all had such fun creating stalls 
and selling our stock; it was a real treat to be involved.  We were all given £5 each 
and with that initial money we had to create a stall.  ON the stall we had to produce 
different products that were good enough to sell or a game for all to enjoy.  We all 
had such a good experience in business and a lot of fun creating a fayre for the whole 
school to enjoy. 
Tabitha 6G 
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Trip to France 

On 23rd May, Year 6 left early in the morning to begin their trip to France.  We 
travelled by coach and on the Euro Tunnel and during our trip we visited many 
places such as Mont-St-Michel, Pointe du Hoc, the Bayeux Tapestry and Cathedral 
and the moving cemeteries to remember World War II.  Year 6 stayed in a coastal, 
sun-kissed village called Grandcamp-Maisy and even sampled some French cheese at 
dinner.  On the final night we enjoyed a quiz and a fabulous talent show.   
Natalia 6N 
 

 
 
Madeleine Storytelling 

During storytelling week, we learnt actions and performed the story ‘Madeleine’ to 
the reception children.  Once we had performed it, the children then joined in with us; 
we paired up with a child and helped them to remember all the actions.  It was great 
fun and everyone really enjoyed themselves. 
Leah 6N 
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Junior Citizen 

Our Junior Citizen day was lots of fun and helped us to prepare for Secondary School 
as well as teaching us important life skills.  We learnt about ‘Stranger danger’, Road 
safety, Fire safety and much more.  All the activities were fun and memorable so that 
we will always remember the important things we learnt. 
Patricia 6N 
 
 
End of Year Production 

The year 6 children had a great time performing Peter Pan to the whole school and 
their parents.  The children acted out very well and the expression in the children’s 
voices showed how well Year 6 learnt their lines and they also performed some 
energetic dances.  All the children felt really proud of themselves at the end of the 
production; everybody thoroughly enjoyed the performances. 
Matti 6G 
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Reflection Day 

Last Friday Year 6 walked to St. Pius Church for a day of reflection.  In the morning 
we played some games with some of the Year 9 St. Peter’s children that came along.  
Then, in small groups, we played more games to get to know our Year 9 leader.  We 
also learnt some actions to some of the hymns we would be singing in Mass later on 
that day.  In our groups we thought about the qualities of a superhero and the 
qualities of being a Christian.  We then dressed a member of our group up as a 
superhero of Christ – there was lots of laughter and fun.  In the afternoon we 
prepared for our Mass before enjoying some quiet time in Mass to reflect on our own 
special qualities and the year we have had. 
Kieran 6N 
 

 
 

Thank you Year 6  

for everything that you have contributed to St Thomas’ you will always be a part of 

our School family. Our door is always open so do please come back and visit us, you 

are always welcome. God goes with you because God is within you. 
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Well done to the entire (very large) team, all of whom contributed to our final 

scores. 

The Year 3 girls and Year 4 girls both won their competitions and overall St Thomas’ 

were declared the winners. The trophies and certificates were awarded to the children 

at our end of year awards worship which saw awards across the school for children 

who have performed in sports, music and drama. This goes alongside our weekly 

awards for successful and confident learners, responsible role models, positive 

contributions and staying safe and healthy and whose names appear each week in our 

roll of honour. So many children achieving so much. Our thanks to each and every 

one!

 


