
 
Welcome to the                 

Early Years Foundation 

Stage Curriculum 

Evening 2017 



The Reception Team 

TA’s (Teaching Assistants):  
Mrs Melina Jones – Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Mrs Claire Lyon – Tuesday to Friday.  
Mrs Mirela Samuel – Monday, Tuesday and Friday. 

Mrs Grayzna Slominski - Wednesday 

Mrs Sally Wichmann                
(St William)  

Mrs Sam Sumsion 
(St Salvatore) 

Mrs Briony Jefferies 
(St William)  



Aims and Mission 

Statement and Golden 

Rules 

Golden Rules: Each child will receive a Golden Rules card and each class display a 
Golden Rules poster. The rules have been suggested and agreed upon by the 
children and help to remind them of the expectations at school and also reinforce 
important messages such as showing respect for property, themselves and each 
other. Our “Golden Thread” running through all of these is to treat others as we 
would like to be treated. 

Aims and Mission Statement: Our school shield posters  in 
each classroom help relay our school aims and our mission 

statement. We encourage children to be confident and 
successful learners, be responsible role models, make a 

positive contribution and stay safe and healthy.  







A St Thomas’ Learner makes 
S=P+A+C+E for their learning 
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NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



At St Thomas of Canterbury we promote high expectations with the children by 
encouraging them to have a growth mind-set and a can-do attitude. 
 
We discuss with the children the importance of our Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
Research shows these attitudes help children to become resilient and lifelong learners.  
 

Concepts we like to foster to encourage a growth mindset: 
Playing and exploring – engagement 
Active learning – motivation 
Creating and thinking critically – thinking 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Ellie Marvin Connie 



What is the Early Years  

Foundation Stage? 

It is for children aged 
0-5 and covers the 
years from birth to 
the end of the Early 

Years Foundation 
Stage. 



The Curriculum 

• Offers a range of experiences, allowing the 
children to make their own discoveries  

• Encourages independence 
• Ensures that children are active in their learning 

through play and first hand experiences 
• We follow the children interests and this feeds 

into our learning. 



Early Learning Goals 

• Set out what most children are expected to 
achieve by the end of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage 

• There are 7 areas of learning made up of 3 
prime areas and 4 specific areas of learning  

• Children will receive Emerging, Expected or 

Exceeding against each ELG  
 



         The three prime areas are: 

 
• Personal, Social & Emotional 

development (PSED) 
• Communication & Language (C&L)  
• Physical Development (PD)  



Specific areas of  learning 

• Mathematics (M)  
• Expressive Arts & Design (EA&D) 
• Literacy – Reading, Writing (R, W) 
• Understanding the World (UW) 
• RE (Come and See)  



 
End of Year Assessment 
 
At the end of the school year each child’s level of 
development must be assessed against the Early 
Learning Goals. These reflect what a child is 
expected to have achieved by the end of their 
Reception year. 
  

Assessment 



RE 
At St Thomas’ we follow the Come and See programme.  
Our Autumn Term RE topics are Myself, Welcome and Birthdays 
We say a morning prayer, lunch time prayer and home time prayer.  
In each classroom there is a prayer table which can be used in RE 
lessons or at the children’s discretion. Throughout the year children 
will participate in a prayer service, Nativity play and class worship, 
as well as whole school masses and religious celebrations.                                                     
We also would like to encourage a home-                                               
school link in RE such as bringing in a                                         
welcome photo (baptism etc.) to share and                                            
and display at school.  



Reading:  
• Reading books, library 

visit. 
Writing:  
• Handwriting, cursive 

style. 

Literacy 



  Reading Promise 
As reading is a vital life skill, here at St 
Thomas’ we encourage a strong 
partnership between parents, students 
and staff to build your child's confidence 
and ability when reading. It takes time and 
commitment from all parties and it is 
important that all involved know their 
role. Please sign the reading promise with 
your child when their reading record 
comes home. 



8.50am:  Doors open for the children to come into class. 
9.30-10.30: Snack bar open  
11.45:  Lunch 
2.30-2.45pm:  Afternoon fruit (provided by school)  
3.20pm:  Home time- children to be collected from  
  the infant playground.  
 
 If your child is being collected by someone   
 different, please notify the EYFS staff at drop-off. 
 Please collect Reception children before older 
 siblings and resist the temptation to peer   
 through the windows.  
 

Daily Routine 



Morning drop-off  procedure 

 

We have noticed that your children 

are feeling very settled now, 

therefore could we please ask you 

to encourage your child to come 

into class independently. This will 

also support those children who are 

still getting used to the morning 

routine. 



Please ensure that your child’s water bottle 
is clearly named. Please do not put their 
bottles in their book bags as we have lost 
lots of books due to leaking bottles. 
We would prefer it if the children did not 
bring their own toys to school as these can 
get lost or broken.  

Water bottles and Toys  



Home learning 
Reading record books will be sent home with your child daily. Please comment in their 
records so we know that your child has read to you and record the page number if the book 
remains unfinished.  
 

Phonics and Tricky words: Your child will given a box to store the sounds and tricky 
words that come home each week as they learn them. This should be a fun way to learnt 
them by sight.  
 

Handwriting and number formation booklets: This will be sent home on a weekly basis. 
Please complete one page at a time, ensuring that your child is sitting at table and using a HB 
pencil.  



Mr Lewin’s Writing Challenge 
 

One of our whole school aims this year is to raise the bar on the standard of 
writing throughout the curriculum.  
 
Mr Lewin will set a writing challenge once a month which will give the children an 
opportunity to  show off their developing writing skills. There will be a Writing Wall 
of Fame outside the office and a Writers Roll of Honour in the newsletter so that 
we can celebrate the progress being made. 
 
Every week we also celebrate the ways in which the children have used “SPACE” 
for their learning. They will receive a certificate and a mention in the roll of honour 
in our weekly newsletter.   
   



How to support your child at home 

• Daily reading  
• Board games  
• Counting games and songs 
• Music- to hear and repeat rhythm 
• Word play- ‘I spy’  
• Conversation – development and extension of vocabulary 
• Cooking (maths and reading) 
• Writing shopping lists 
• Sounding out words. ‘Put on your r- e -d coat’ 
• Physical development – climbing, riding bikes, upper body activities 

to assist with pencil control 
• Fine motor activities such as loom bands, weaving. 
• Enthusiasm  
  



Supporting in School: 
 

 
 
All parent helpers volunteering in school and accompanying trips are 
now required to have a DBS applied for through the school. 
 
Please collect a form available here tonight or from the office and fill 
in an application form online.  
 
Once the online form is complete please come into the school office 
with £10 and three forms of identification – including a document 
with an address (i.e. utility bill).   
 
Governor Fund forms are also available from the office but this 
contribution can now also be paid on-line using Scopay.  
 
 
 



Important dates and events: 
Children in full time: Thursday 21st September 
Surrey Ad Photographer: Friday 22nd September 
Blue Monster Theatre Group: Wednesday 4th October  
Individual photos: Friday 20th October 
Flu jab: Thursday 2nd November 
Prayer Service: Thursday 2nd November 

 
Half Term: October 23rd  -27th inclusive 
 
Nativity play: Thursday 14th December  
End of Autumn Term: Wednesday 20th December  
 

 



















PE 
 

On a Wednesday the children will 

come to school in their outdoor PE kit 

(Weather appropriate). 

 

During the week the children will take 

part in music and movement and will 

change into their indoor PE kit (shorts 

and t-shirt ) which will be left in school 

in the school PE drawstring bag.  

 
 

 
 



A few reminders: 

• Please help your child by naming all 
items of clothing, water bottles etc.  

• Hooks on items of clothing enable 
children to be independent. 

• Wellies. 
• Coat with a hood as children will be 

accessing the outdoor learning 
areas.  

 
 

 
 



A few more reminders: 

Morning Snack: 
 
Can we please ask you to donate a small 
item of fruit,  for example an apple, 
orange, banana or pear, for our morning 
snack bar. Each child will be able to help 
themselves to a piece of fruit from the 
basket during the morning. Friday will 
remain as our treat day. 
 
 



Online Safety 
 

This is an extremely important part of our school life and  all 
children at St. Thomas’ are taught about how to stay safe online 
each half term. 

For all new parents we ask that you attend an online safety 
meeting . Any parents who have previously attended are more 
than welcome to come again but do not have to. 

Dates and times for this meeting will follow. 

 

Many thanks, Mrs Grove. 



Birthday celebration 
 

Just a thought…….. 

 

Rather than bringing in sweeties for 

your child to share on their special day 

you may wish to donate a special book 

to add to our book corner that all their 

friends can enjoy.   



Thank you for coming! 


