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Learning in Reception 
 
Another warm welcome back, we hope you enjoyed a very happy Easter with your families. We 
can’t believe it’s your child’s final term in Reception. We have loved teaching them and 
watching them grow and learn. We are looking forward to a final term of adventures with them. 
 

Connector: 
Summer Safari: Studying topics MInibeasts and Under the Sea. 
 

Special Events: 
Monday 8th May    Minibeast Man Visit to school 
Thursday 11th May  St Salvatore’s Class Worship 
Thursday 18th May    St William’s Class Worship 
Monday 29th – 2nd June Half Term 
Monday 5th June  Inset day (no school) 
Week beginning 12th June Whole School Art week 
Friday 16th June   Sports Day 
Thursday 22nd June  Whole School Celebration evening 
Friday 23rd June  Inset day (no school) 
Tuesday 27th June Golden Jubilee Mass with Bishop Richard and family picnic 
Wednesday 5th July  EYFS picnic with the new Reception children for September 
Friday 7th July   PTA Disco 
Tuesday 9th July   Class photographs 
Thursday 13th July  EYFS Cake sale 
Wednesday 19th July   Transition Day  
Friday 21st July   Last day of term. School finishes 2pm. 
 

Aim/Key skills we are focusing on: 
To have a go, take risks and aim high. 
To show confidence when faced with new challenges like Marvin Monkey. 
To be a team player and a good friend 
To follow and understand the Golden Rules 
To always try our best like Connie Cow 
To believe in ourselves and work hard like Ellie Elephant 
 

Challenge 
To participate in a class visit from the Minibeast Man. Handling and learning about minibeasts and 
small creatures. 
 

Celebration 
To conclude our Under the Sea topic with a themed dress up and activity day within the Reception 
learning areas. 
 

Homework 
Handwriting booklet will continue after the Easter break. 
Please continue listening to your child read for 5-10 minutes each day, discussing the story, 
illustrations, characters and features of different types of texts. 
 

St Salvatore’s Class                                     
Mrs Sumsion                                           
mrssumsion@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk                            
 

St William’s Class 
Mrs Jefferies Mon-Wed mrsjefferies@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
Mrs Wichmann Wed-Fri mrswichmann@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:mrssumsion@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrsjefferies@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrswichmann@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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Transition Day: Wednesday 19h July 2017 
 
Our Transition Day is a very important day for the children and is now an established event at the 
end of the school year here at St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School. 
 
The day begins with a whole school assembly and is followed by a carefully planned day. The 
children spend the time with their new teacher in their new classrooms. 
 
The objectives of this day are: 

 To establish a smooth transition for the children ensuring any worries or anxieties are dealt 
with 

 To give the children an opportunity to meet their new teacher and foster a sense of 
belonging in the new class 

 To establish with the children the expectations for the new school year through discussion 
about our Mission Statement, our aims and the golden rules. The children will be asked to 
bring in their golden rule card on this day 

 To foster a growth mind-set and can do attitude through making S=P+A+C+E for learning 
and discussing the attributes of a good learner 

 To encourage engagement and motivation for learning through involving the children in 
planning the learning outcomes for the new school term 

 
It is our Mission Statement and Aims that drive everything we do: 

 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School 

family. We show this in our respect, kindness and 

love for others and by treating other people as we 

wish to be treated ourselves. We will encourage 

everyone to be the best that we can be. 
 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of God and build 

relationships that will enable them to make a positive 
contribution to the school and society. 

 To develop an exciting, challenging and creative curriculum 
that produces confident and successful learners who are the best that they can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their talents 
and be lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to 
achieve, to be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping our 
children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  

 
Following the Transition Day, the children will take home their Year 1 Autumn newsletter to 
share with you. 
Please share this with your child and encourage them to talk to you and reflect upon their 
transition day. 
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Children understand that different media can be combined 
to create new effects and they constructs with a purpose in 
mind.  They select appropriate resources and adapt their 
work. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques. Children introduce storylines or 
narratives into their play and act them out alongside 
others. Children represent their own ideas and feelings 
through design and technology, art, music dance, role play 
and stories.  
Discrete … 
Music and Movement, daily ‘Wake up, Shake up’ dance 
routines and weekly music lessons 

Children recognise various forms of technology and select 
and use technology for particular purposes. 
Children know about similarities and differences in relation 
to places, objects, materials and living things. They make 
observations of animals and 
plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about 
changes. Children know about similarities and 
differences between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 
Discrete … 
Computing lessons, access to classroom computers and 
cameras, circle times.  

Children begin to record using marks they can explain. They 
count from 1 to 20, place numbers in order and say which 
number is one more or one less than a given number. Using 
quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-
digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. 
They solve problems related to doubling, halving and 
sharing.  Children begin to name and describe 3D shapes 
and talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, 
time and money.  
Discrete … 
Maths games and activities and mathematical language 
daily.  

Children read words and simple sentences and use 
vocabulary influenced by books. They continue a rhyming 
string and enjoy an increasing range of books. Children use 
their phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read 
some common irregular words. Children use identifiable 
letters and write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and 
others are phonetically plausible  
Discrete … 
Phonics, spelling, daily reading books and  handwriting 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children begin to negotiate and solve problems without 
aggression, work as part of a group and understand and 
follow the rules. They are confident to try new activities 
and to speak in a familiar group.  
Children take account of one another’s ideas and 
show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings. They form 
positive relationships with adults and other children. 
Discrete … 
Circle games and activities. Participation in transition 
activities and transition day.  

Building on singing skills – controlling pitch, rhythm 
dynamics & tempo, improving posture, breathing and 
phasing. 
Creating an awareness of world music – identifying varying 
sounds, styles and instrumentation.  
Using percussion instruments to improvise. 
Singing – expanding repertoire 
Dancing – working in pairs and groups of 4 – remembering 
a routine and dancing to music 
Percussion – concentrating on duration, dynamics and 
pulse 

Children listen attentively in a range of situations and give 
their attention to what others say and respond 
appropriately. They understand humour and can follow a 
story without pictures or props.  
They use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings and events. Children express themselves 
effectively and use past, present and future forms 
accurately.  
 
Discrete … 
Circle time games, daily stories and Show and tell. 
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EYFS (Mini beasts and under the sea)  
Music and movement:  
To link the music and movements to under the sea. 
Sports day event linked to topic designed and performed 
by the children over 3 lessons. 
 
Discrete … 
Music and movement:  
In this unit children focus on creating and performing 
movement that tries to express different stories. 
Team Games: 
In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to achieve their goals. They start by playing small, 
uneven-sided games, and move on to even-sided games. 
Swimming:  
To participate in a taster day? Is this happening? 
 

Children will understand the importance of sharing good news and listening to the good news of others. They will learn 
about the Holy Spirit and Pentecost. Through the topic of friendship children will understand the power of forgiveness and 
making peace with others. They will be able to recognise Jesus’ words ‘love one another’. When learning about our world 
children will share their own experiences and say what fills them with wonder.  
 
Discrete … 
Participation in hymn practice. Daily morning, lunchtime and afternoon prayer.  
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Here are our  

These help us in our relationships with each other. 

 

 

 We treat others as we would like to be treated 

 We make everyone feel welcome 

 We respect everyone is unique 

 We say no to bullying  

 We are the best we can be and enjoy our learning 

 We make the right choices to be good role models   

 We know how to stay safe and healthy  

 We respect school and other people’s property 

 We listen carefully to everyone 

 We are polite and honest 

 
 


