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OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School family. We show this in our 

respect, kindness and love for others and by treating other people as we wish to 

be treated ourselves. We will encourage everyone to be the best that we can be. 

 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of God and build relationships that will enable 

them to make a positive contribution to the school and society. 

 To develop an exciting, challenging and creative curriculum that produces confident and 
successful learners who are the best that they can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their 
talents and be lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to 
achieve, to be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping 
our children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  
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Nothing but the 

The whole 



Learning in EYFS, Reception 

 
A warm welcome back, we hope you had a happy and Holy Christmas. We are looking forward 
to a fun- filled term with the children. 
 
This term’s connector: 

Explorers and Explosions 

We will start by looking at Travel and the World, Space and Dinosaurs and as our learning is child-

led, we look forward to seeing where this will take us. 

Special Events: 
Thursday 26th January  Walk to St Pius X 
 
Wednesday 8th February  Pioneers’ Picnic (Grandparents’ Tea Party) 
Monday 23th February Parent Consultation Evenings 
Monday 27th February   

 
Wednesday 8th March  Reception School Trip to Natural History Museum 
 
 
Aim/Key skills we are focusing on: 
The main key aim for this term will be to have a go, take risks and aim high, like Ellie Elephant. 
To be involved, concentrate and keep on trying, like Marvin Monkey. 
To have their own ideas, think independently, like Connie Cow. 
To play happily with and alongside others taking account of other children’s needs and 
To keep the Golden Rules 
 
Challenge:  
To design and make a hat to wear at the Pioneer’s Picnic 
 
Celebration 
To participate in the Pioneer’s Picnic, providing food and entertainment for their Grandparents 
 
Homework 
The children will have some additional sounds they need to learn in Reception.   
It is really important that you read with your child for 5-10 minutes each day. 
 
Contact: 
St Salvatore’s Class  Mrs Sumsion              mrssumsion@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk                                 
St William’s Class       Mrs Jefferies (Mon – Weds)  mrsjefferies@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk   

Mrs Wichmann (Weds – Fri) mrswichmann@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
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A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 
their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



At St Thomas of Canterbury we promote high expectations with the children by 
encouraging them to have a growth mindset and a can do attitude. 

We discuss with the children the importance of our Characteristics of Effective 
Learning 

 
 
 
 

 
                     Ellie                             Marvin                    Connie 

 
 
 

 
Concepts we try to foster 
 

 Playing and exploring – engagement 

 Active learning – motivation 

 Creating and thinking critically – thinking 

Research shows these attitudes help children to become resilient and lifelong learners.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

Identifies occasions people and the church celebrate and 
how they celebrate, linking to their own experiences.   
Listen to and understand the story of Jesus and the  
To know how the Parish family celebrates 
To know that celebrating is important and celebrating with 
others is special.  
To feel a part of God’s family.
Discrete … 
Participation in our Prayer times, whole school religious 
celebrations and weekly hymn practice 

Use identifiable letters to communicate meaning, and attempt 
to write short sentence.  
Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds, write some irregular common words  
Recognise familiar words, hear and say initial sounds, 
segments sounds in simple words and blends them together, 
reads words and simple sentences, knows that information 
can be retrieved from books and computers 
Discrete … 
Jolly Phonics Program, Daily reading books 
Handwriting and weekly spelling 

Count objects or actions which cannot be moved, says the 
number that is one more/less than a given number, finds 
the total of number of items in two groups by counting all 
of them.  
In practical activities begins to use the vocab of addition 
and subtraction  
Count reliably with numbers from 1—20, using quantities 
and objects they add two single digit numbers, counting on 
to find the answer  
Uses everyday language related to time and money. 
Discrete … 
Maths games and references daily. 

Select appropriate resources and adapt own work where 
necessary.  
Selects tools and techniques to shape, assemble and join 
materials.  
Uses and explores a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 
Explores the different sounds of instruments.  
Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
Discrete … 
Music and Movement.  
Daily Wake up, Shake up dance routines.  
Weekly music lesson 

 
CONNECTOR 

 

 

 

 
 
 

To learn about similarities and differences of places, 
objects, materials and living things.  
Talk about features of own immediate environment and 
how environments might vary from one another  
To know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others. 
 To complete a simple program on a computer and use ICT 
hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer 
software. 
Discrete … 
Fortnightly Computing lessons.  
Access and supervision when using classroom technology. 

Show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and points of 
view  
Confident to try new activities  
Aware of own and others’ behaviour and know that some 
behaviour is unacceptable  
They work as part of a group or class, and understand and 
follow the rules.  
Discrete … 
Circle games and activities 
 

Listen attentively in a range of situations  
Express themselves effectively   
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, 
feelings and events  
Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in 
conversation or discussion.  
Discrete … 
Circle time games and activities and daily stories Show and 
tell. 



Travel and Transport  
Music and movement:  
To link the music and movements to travel and transport. 
 
Discrete … 
Music and movement:  
In this unit children focus on creating and performing short 
phases of movement that try to express different ideas. 
 
Team Games: 
In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to achieve their goals. They start by playing small, 
uneven-sided games, and move on to even-sided games. 

 

CONNECTOR 

 

 
 

  
Developing listening skills and musical memory 
Developing confidence in performance 
Raising awareness of pitch and dynamics 
Use of 'thinking' voice 
 
Discrete… 
Listening to recorded music and each other 
Opportunities for individuals to lead singing 
Recognising known songs that are hummed 
Singing songs at different pitches 
Performing songs using singing and thinking voices 

 
 

 


