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OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School family. We show this in 

our respect, kindness and love for others and by treating other people as 

we wish to be treated ourselves. We will encourage everyone to be the best 

that we can be. 

 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of God and build relationships that will enable 

them to make a positive contribution to the school and society. 

 To develop an exciting, challenging and creative curriculum that produces confident and 
successful learners who are the best that they can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their 
talents and be lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to 
achieve, to be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping 
our children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  
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Learning in Year 6 

 
Welcome back after the Christmas break, a big thank you for all your generous gifts.  The 
children have made an excellent start to the year and we are looking forward to the term ahead. 
 
This term’s connector: 
‘Bombs, Battles and Bravery!’ 

 
Special Events: 
Tuesday 10

th
 January – A Midsummer Night’s Dream Interactive drama (in school)  

Wednesday 11
th

 January – SATs Information Evening 7pm 
Thursday 2

nd
 February – St George’s Class Worship 

Tuesday 7
th

 February – Safer Internet Day 
Thursday 9

th
 February – St Nicholas’ Class Worship 

Thursday 23
rd

 February – Parent’s Evening 
Monday 27

th
 February – Parent’s Evening 

Monday 27
th

 February – Thursday 2
nd

 March – Mock SATs week 
Tuesday 7

th
 March – Busenya Day 

Wednesday 15
th

 March – Guildford Schools Music Festival at GLive 
Monday 20

th
 March – Reconciliation Service 

 
Aim/Key skills we are focusing on: 
 
To be confident and successful learners: 
Follow the steps to success, learn from your mistakes, enjoy your learning, listen carefully, select and present 
information appropriately, use times and resources effectively, recognise when to challenge myself, solve problems, 
show and explain to others, share ideas confidently, inference and deduction to offer explanations, use feedback to 
improve mine and peer’s work, setting a good example to others, empathising with others and making S=P+A+C+E for 
our learning. 

 
Challenge and Celebration: 
The children will design their own menu based on World War II rationing recipes.   

 
Homework: 
 Reading:  In Year 6 we ask that the children read at home every day for 20-30 minutes and discuss what they have 

read.  Please could the children record the numbers of at least 4 fiction/non-fiction questions each week, in their 

reading record.  These questions can be found inside the front and back covers of the reading record. 

 Spelling:  Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each week for homework which will be in the 

‘3 part grid’ format, consisting of spellings patterns and rules from the new curriculum, curriculum words and 

topic words.  They should use these words in sentences to ensure a thorough understanding. 

 Grammar:  We will continue to use the Jolly Grammar Scheme which the children have followed in previous 

years. There are 2 booklets: a parents’ guide and a pupils’ booklet. Further guidelines can be found in both of 

these booklets. In addition, the children will receive a ‘SPAG Splash’ every day to further embed their 

understanding of grammatical terms. 

 Maths:  The children will be set a ‘Dollop of Maths’ each night; they will receive a problem solving question a day 

to support their familiarisation of mathematical vocabulary. 

 Other homework tasks such as: research activities, an RE activity, song words for a performance etc. will be set on 

a weekly basis. 

Contacts: 
6G St. George  Mrs A Grove  mrsgrove@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
6N St. Nicholas Mrs R Nardini  mrsnardini@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  
 
N.B The curriculum is delivered through a combination of discrete teaching and teaching through the Connector.  

mailto:mrsgrove@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrsnardini@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk


  
A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 

their learning 
We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEVER GIVES UP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



At St Thomas of Canterbury we promote high expectations with the children by 
encouraging them to have a growth mindset and a can do attitude. 

We discuss with the children the importance of working outside their comfort zone 
and in their challenge zone 

 
 
 

Concepts we try to foster 

 That it is ok to make mistakes and that we learn from them. 

 If we get 100% in a task, are we really learning/pushing ourselves? 

 We only learn when we challenge ourselves 

Research shows these attitudes help children to become resilient and lifelong learners.  
 
 
 



 

Explore that loss and death brings about change for 
people 
 
 
Discrete … 
Explore a wide variety of books and the purpose for which 
they were written 
Know and understand that the Bible is the story of God’s 
love 
Explore what nourishes and spoils friendship and unity 
Know and understand that the Eucharist challenges and 
enables Christians to live and grow in Communion 
Know and understand the Passion of Christ led to new life 
Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and 
application of the above 

Take notes 
Write character/setting descriptions 
Write a dialogue 
Compare within and across books 
Read a range of texts including: fiction, plays from our 
literary heritage, poetry and reference books for a range 
of purposes 
Draw inferences and infer character’s thoughts and 
feelings 
Make predictions and answer what if? questions 
Ask relevant questions to improve understanding 
Use strategies to build vocabulary 
Speak audibly and fluently 
 
Discrete … 
Prepare plays and poems to read and perform, showing an 
understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that 
the meaning is clear 
Plan writing, identifying the audience and purpose, selecting 
the appropriate form 
Use organisational and presentational devices to structure a 
text (TIPS) 
Proof read and edit spelling, grammar and punctuation 
Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to enhance 
meaning 
Using the Power of PEEL to develop comprehension answers 

Calculate the area of rectangles, right angled triangles 
and compound shapes 
Use formulae for areas of volume and shape 
Recognise patterns between areas and perimeters 
Calculate, estimate and compare volume of shapes 
using standard units 
 
Discrete … 
Identify common factors, multiples and prime numbers 
Use common multiples to express fractions in the same 
denomination 
Multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000 mentally 
Multiply and divide proper fractions 
Change improper fractions to a mixed number 
Convert, simplify, compare and order fractions and 
decimals 
Recognise equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages 
Find fractions of amounts  
Add and subtract whole numbers and decimals using 
standard written methods up to 3 decimal places 
Multiply and divide whole numbers and decimals using 
standard written methods up to 3 decimal places 
Use and convert metric units of capacity and length 
Find averages, mean, median, mode and range 
Recognise and name parts of a circle 
Recognise and calculate unknown angles in any regular 
polygon 
Solve number and practical problems using algebra and 
simple formulae 
Perform mental calculations 



Roles and responsibilities in Year 6 including School 
Council and buddies 
 
Discrete … 
Safer Internet Day – recognise how we can create a better 
and safer Internet 
Recognise that actions have consequences for themselves 
and others 
Recognise that actions impact of other’s feelings and show 
respect towards others 
Develop ways to deal with the consequences of wrong 
choices 
Know that the Church has rituals and ways of dealing with 
death 
Know that there are helping agencies to support families 
and individuals in their time of loss 
Recognise that a balanced diet, exercise and rest are 
necessary for maintain a healthy body and mind 
Be aware that hygiene is necessary to maintain a healthy 
body and mind 

CONNECTOR 
 

 

Create a book trailer  
Select appropriate programs and software to present 
and share different work 
Design and create an app 
 
Discrete … 
Recognise the importance of Online safety and use 
technology respectfully and responsibly 
Write and debug programs 
Use the Internet to research effectively 
Write an email to the other class and use technology safely 

 

Plan, design and make an Anderson or Morrison 
shelter 
Understand how the need for shelters developed as a 
result of the Battle of Britain 
Consider design criteria for a chosen shelter 
 

Discrete … 
Investigate and analyse existing products 
Use a cross sectional diagram to develop and communicate 
ideas  
Gather information, resources and materials 
Develop measuring, sawing, joining skills 
Reinforce and strengthen the 3D frame 
Develop an understanding of safety when using a range of 
tools 
Evaluate and make informed choices about how to 
improve their work against the design criteria 

Make a periscope and research how they were used 
in war 
Recognise what makes a healthy diet and lifestyle 
and compare this with life during World War II 
 
Discrete … 
Plan scientific enquires to answer questions 
Record, report and present data and accurate observations 
from investigations 
Make predictions using scientific knowledge  
Identify scientific evidence to support ideas 
Identify main parts of the human circulatory system 



Identify key themes and characters in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream from the text 
Design and create a 3D sculpture with A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream theme 
 
Discrete … 
Research Alberto Giacometti and Jean-Francois Glabik 
Develop techniques in sculpting 
Select different materials to creatively construct the 
structure 
Improve mastery of sculpture techniques 

Use maps and atlases to name and locate cities affected 
by the Battle of Britain 

A study of British History Beyond 1066 – The Battle of 
Britain 
Research the causes of this significant turning point 
Investigate the impact and consequences of the 
Battle Britain with a focus on the Blackout, 
Evacuations and their effects on people and the D-
day Landings  
Investigate artefacts and source material to gain an 
understanding of the past 
 
Discrete … 
Develop a chronological understanding of British history 
and sequence events 
Describe reasons for different interpretations of events 
people and changes 

Build on last term’s skills 
Develop listening, critical and evaluation skills 
Create an awareness of composers from past times 

Giving directions 
 
Discrete … 
A journey to school 
Celebrations - Mardi Gras 
Lunch time – food and drink, likes and dislikes 
Speaking clearly with accurate pronunciation 
Listening and reading carefully 
Starting to write at more length in French 

Team Games: 
In this unit children improve their defending and attacking 
play. They start to play even-sided mini-versions of 
invasion games, focusing on just two games throughout 
the unit, e.g. football and hockey, netball and rugby, 
basketball and rugby.  

 

 
 
 
 
 


