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A St Thomas’ Learner makes S=P+A+C+E for 
their learning 

We believe that St Thomas’ Learners can achieve Success through Perseverance 

together with a really positive Attitude, confidence and, of course, effort.  
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Learning in Year 3 
 
Welcome back. We hope you had an enjoyable Easter holiday. 
 
Diary Dates  
(Highlighted in yellow are events which parents are invited to. More details to follow.) 

 
Friday 12th May  Year group visit to Butser Farm 
Thursday 25th May  3E Class Assembly  
Monday 29th May – 2nd June  Half Term 
Monday 5th June                       INSET DAY 
Wednesday 7th June                Stone Age Day 
Week beginning 12th June Whole School Art week 
Friday 16th June   Sports Day 
Thursday 22nd June  Whole School Celebration evening 
Friday 23rd June                         INSET DAY 
Tuesday 27th June Golden Jubilee Mass with Bishop Richard and family picnic 
Thursday 29th June                  Year 3 First Holy Communion Mass 
Wednesday 19th July  Transition Day – moving to Year 4 
Friday 21st July   End of Term - School finishes 2pm. 
 
Connector 
Our Connector, through which most of our learning will take place during the Summer Term, is ‘Rock 
Across the Ages’. We will be learning about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age and are lucky to 
be going to Butser Ancient Farm in a few weeks to put our learning into practise!  
 
Challenge and Celebration 
The children will be using the skills and knowledge that they have learnt during the Summer Term to 
undertake a challenge that they have suggested and planned. The children will be celebrating their 
learning by having an exhibition of their work. On this day you will be invited to visit our exhibition, 
showcasing the children’s fantastic work from the term.   
 
Main Aim and Key skills we are focusing on this term: 
The school aim we will be focussing on this term is: Making a Positive Contribution. 
The Key Skills we will be focussing on are: Perseverance, Observation, Questioning and Managing 
Feelings 
 
Homework: 
Homework will follow the same routines as last term and will be recorded in the children’s Homework 
Diaries: 

 Reading: In Year 3 we ask that the children read at home to an adult every day for 10-20 
minutes and discuss what they have read. Please could parents record the numbers of at least 2 
fiction/non-fiction questions that you have asked your child, each week, in their Reading 
Record. These questions can be found inside the front and back covers of the Reading Record. 

 Maths: Every Tuesday the children will be set Maths homework, this will either be a Maths 
activity set by us, undertaken on the MyMaths website or a times table with associated division 
facts, to learn. 

 Spellings: Every Wednesday your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn for 
homework. Every alternative week, children will need to complete a page of their Jolly 
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Grammar booklet too.  Spellings are tested the following Wednesday, along with short 
dictation sentences. 

 Other: On Fridays other homework tasks may be set, such as research activities, open ended 
activities linked to one of the week’s learning objectives or learning song words for an assembly 
etc. 

 
The Year 3 team wish you a very happy and successful start to the Summer Term! 
 
E. Botham                                                           Z. Elsmore/E. Hills 

Esme Botham (3B St. Bruno Class)                             Zoe Elsmore/Erica Hills (3E St. Emily Class) 
missbotham@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk                    mrselsmore@st-thomas.surrey,sch,uk 
                                                                                         mrshills@st-thomas.surrey,sch,uk 
 
               Mrs Elsmore – Mon, Tues, Wed 
               Mrs Hills – Thurs, Fri 
 

Transition Day: Wednesday 19h July 2017 
 
Our Transition Day is a very important day for the children and is now an established event at the end 
of the school year here at St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School. 
 
The day begins with a whole school assembly and is followed by a carefully planned day. The children 
spend the time with their new teacher in their new classrooms. 
 
The objectives of this day are: 

 To establish a smooth transition for the children ensuring any worries or anxieties are dealt 
with 

 To give the children an opportunity to meet their new teacher and foster a sense of belonging 
in the new class 

 To establish with the children the expectations for the new school year through discussion 
about our Mission Statement, our aims and the golden rules. The children will be asked to bring 
in their golden rule card on this day 

 To foster a growth mind-set and can do attitude through making S=P+A+C+E for learning and 
discussing the attributes of a good learner 

 To encourage engagement and motivation for learning through involving the children in 
planning the learning outcomes for the new school term 
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The 

Nothing 
but the 

The 
whole 

It is our Mission Statement and Aims that drive everything we do: 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School 

family. We show this in our respect, kindness and 

love for others and by treating other people as we 

wish to be treated ourselves. We will encourage 

everyone to be the best that we can be. 
 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of God and build 

relationships that will enable them to make a positive 
contribution to the school and society. 

 To develop an exciting, challenging and creative curriculum 
that produces confident and successful learners who are the best that they can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their talents and be 
lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to achieve, to 
be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping our 
children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  

 
Following the Transition Day, the children will take home their Year 4 Autumn newsletter to share 
with you. 
Please share this with your child and encourage them to talk to you and reflect upon their transition 
day. 
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Topics: Energy, Choices, Special Places, Islam 
Discrete … 
Can we: 
Say how energy can be used for good? 
Retell the story of the Ascension and Pentecost using 
religious words and phrases? 
Describe how Christians use the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
Ask and respond to questions about our experiences of 
making choices? 
Give reasons why Christians make good choices and follow 
Jesus? 
Compare our ideas about questions that are difficult to 
answer? 
Learn about and from the religion of Islam? 

Can we: 
Write our own adventure and mystery story about a 
character in/from the Stone Age? 
Can we: 
Recognise features of adventure and mystery stories? 
Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with 
regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words 
with irregular plurals [for example, children’s]? 
Use prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add 
them? 
Use and punctuate direct speech? 
Use commas after fronted adverbials? 
Recognise the present perfect tense and when to use it? 
Correctly spell and use the Year 3 spelling words in our 
writing? 

Can we: 
Make links and contrasts between the Stone Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age? 
Discrete … 
Describe changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age? 
Find out about Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers? 
Research Stone Age technology and travel?  
Learn from historical sites and artefacts? Eg. Butser Ancient 
Farm or Stonehenge? 
Find connections and contrasts over time? 
Use historical terms? Understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of sources? 
Think of historical questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference? 

Can we: 
Look at a Stone Age form of counting and make up our 
own way of recording counting? 
Discrete … 
Can we: 
Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using 
formal written methods of column addition and 
subtraction? 
Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse 
operations to check answers? 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 times tables? 
Count up and down in tenths? 
Recognise that tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 
equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities 
by 10? 
Read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute? 
Measure, compare, add and subtract mass? 
Measure the perimeter of simple 2D shapes? 

 

  
 
 

   

Can we: 
Use search technologies to research topics? 
Discrete … 
Can we: 
Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly? Recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable behaviour online? 
Identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and 
contact online? 
Use the ‘Scratch’ program to: 
Create an algorithm for a specific purpose? 
Test and improve program sequences? 
Talk about algorithms planned by others and identify any 
problems and the expected outcome? 
Sequence prewritten lines of programming into order? 
Gather and present data using software? 
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Can we: 
Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on 
the basis of their appearance and simple physical 
properties? 
Discrete … 
Can we:  
Identify and describe the functions of different parts of 
flowering plants? 
Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth and 
how they vary from plant to plant? 
Investigate the way in which water is transported within 
plants? 
Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and 
seed dispersal? 
Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when 
things that have lived are trapped within rock? 
Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic 
matter? 

Can we: 
Design and create a miniature model of a Stone Age camp 
using natural materials and our knowledge of this era 
Discrete … 
Edit and improve our design? 
Consider different materials and their properties? 
Follow our plans, making changes when necessary? 
Research settlements in the Stone Age? 
 

Can we: 
Create Stone Age style paintings using natural resources and 
organic tools? 
Discrete … 
Improve our mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing and painting with a range of natural and man-made 
materials? 
Understand the historical and cultural development of art 
forms? 
Tell a simple story through pictures, using authentic colour 
schemes and techniques from cultures long ago? 

  

 

 
 

Can we: 
Describe characters in adventure and mystery stories using 
adjectives? 
Find out about mountain/mountains in France? 
 
Discrete … 
Can we: 
Learn our colours in French? 
Learn parts of the body in French?
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Building on singing skills – controlling pitch, rhythm 
dynamics & tempo, improving posture, breathing and 
phasing. 
Creating an awareness of world music – identifying varying 
sounds, styles and instrumentation.  
Using percussion instruments to improvise. 
 
Composing – to a theme with percussion instruments 
Instruments – Improvising 
Pitch and Rhythm Testing 
African Music  
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Rock across the ages  
How strong men use stone and rock to test and build 
strength 
 
Discrete … 
 
Athletics 
In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to show both stamina and speed, perform 
standing and high jumps, use javelins and shot to throw. 
 
Team Games 
This unit lays the foundations for future striking and 
fielding games units, in which children will play a variety of 
games, eg stool ball, rounders, kwik cricket. The children  
will develop and adapt the games themselves, making up 
their own rules and choosing which equipment to use. 
They will also have opportunities to use their skills of 
throwing, catching, hitting and kicking in invasion and 
net/wall games units. 
 
 
 

Can we: 
Investigate the consequences of choices? 
Find out what happens to their bodies during periods of rest 
and exercise? 
To appreciate the range of national, regional, religious and 
ethnic identities in the UK? 
 
Discrete … 
Can we: 
Understand which commonly available substances and drugs 
are legal and illegal, their effects and risks? 
Explore why and how rules and laws are made and enforced 
and why different rules are needed in different situations? 
Become aware of substances that harm the body? 
Become aware of choices they can make to protect their 
bodies? 
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Here are our  

These help us in our relationships with each other. 

 

 

 We treat others as we would like to be treated 

 We make everyone feel welcome 

 We respect everyone is unique 

 We say no to bullying  

 We are the best we can be and enjoy our learning 

 We make the right choices to be good role models   

 We know how to stay safe and healthy  

 We respect school and other people’s property 

 We listen carefully to everyone 

 We are polite and honest 

 


