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Learning in Year 1 
 
We hope you had a happy and holy Easter. 
 
Connector 
Our Connector, through which most of our learning will take place, is ‘Birds of a Feather’. 
 
Special Events 
Monday 29h May – Friday 2nd June  Half Term 
Monday 5th June    INSET day 
Thursday 8th June    Visit to Birdworld 
Week beginning 12th June   Whole School Art week 
Friday 16th June      Sports Day 
Thursday 22nd June    Whole School Celebration evening 
Friday 23rd  June     INSET Day 
Tuesday 27th June  Golden Jubilee Mass with Bishop Richard and family 

picnic 
Wednesday 19th July    Transition Day 
Friday 21st July                  End of Term. School finishes 2pm. 
 
Main Aim and Key Skills 
The main aim of this term is to be confident and successful learners, aiming high and believing in 
ourselves.  The main key skills we will be focusing on are: 
 
Asking Aliens (questioning) 
Resourceful RC (choosing suitable resources) 
Stretchy Slinky (creative and imaginative) 
Empathetic Etch (thoughtful and thinking of others) 
Staying Safe Sheriff (health and safety) 
Patient Bo Beep (being patient) 
 
Homework 
In Year 1, the children will continue to get weekly Jolly Grammar, Jolly Spelling and Maths homework 
which will be sent home every other Friday.  This will often be a fun activity to complete at home to 
reinforce learning at school.  Children are also expected to read for ten to fifteen minutes every day.  
This will be monitored by the class teacher. 
 
Challenge 
At the end of this term the children will undertake another challenge to practise the skills that they 
have learnt during the Birds of a Feather topic.  Their challenge will be to design a realistic bird mask 
through close observation and careful making.  We will celebrate the end of the topic with a bird ball 
where the children will wear the appropriate colours to match the mask that they have made and will 
wear. 
 
Contact 
 
1D  St. David  Miss N Davis missdavis@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
1C  St. Cloud  Mrs K Clarke mrsclarke@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk 
     Mrs L Morgan mrsmorgan@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk  

mailto:missdavis@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrsclarke@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrsmorgan@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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Transition Day: Wednesday 19h July 2017 
 
Our Transition Day is a very important day for the children and is now an established event at the end of 
the school year here at St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School. 
 
The day begins with a whole school assembly and is followed by a carefully planned day. The children 
spend the time with their new teacher in their new classrooms. 
 
The objectives of this day are: 

 To establish a smooth transition for the children ensuring any worries or anxieties are dealt with 

 To give the children an opportunity to meet their new teacher and foster a sense of belonging in the 
new class 

 To establish with the children the expectations for the new school year through discussion about 
our Mission Statement, our aims and the golden rules. The children will be asked to bring in their 
golden rule card on this day 

 To foster a growth mind-set and can do attitude through making S=P+A+C+E for learning and 
discussing the attributes of a good learner 

 To encourage engagement and motivation for learning through involving the children in planning 
the learning outcomes for the new school term 

 
It is our Mission Statement and Aims that drive everything we do: 

 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
God’s love is at the heart of our Catholic School 

family. We show this in our respect, kindness 

and love for others and by treating other people 

as we wish to be treated ourselves. We will 

encourage everyone to be the best that we can be. 
 

 OUR AIMS
 To guide our children to grow in the love of God and 

build relationships that will enable them to make a 
positive contribution to the school and society. 

 To develop an exciting, challenging and creative 
curriculum that produces confident and successful learners who are the best that they can be. 

 To develop high quality learning that enables every child to flourish, to discover their talents and be 
lifelong learners.  

 To establish a teaching and learning environment that encourages everyone to enjoy, to achieve, to 
be inclusive, to be healthy, and to stay safe. 

 To nurture a strong partnership between home and school.  

 To have respect and understanding for our school, our community and our world, helping our 
children to become responsible citizens and good role models.  

 
Following the Transition Day, the children will take home their Year 2 Autumn newsletter to share 
with you. 
Please share this with your child and encourage them to talk to you and reflect upon their transition 
day. 
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Holidays and Holy Days 
Being Sorry 
Neighbours 
 
Discrete … 
Talk about their experience and feelings about holidays 
and the difference between ordinary days and holidays 
and why we have them 
To ask and respond to questions about consequences and 
about being sorry for any wrong choices they have made 
To recognise that people say sorry and forgive each other 
because they follow Jesus 
To recognise that everyone is our neighbour and is loved 
by God 

Labelling – parts of a bird 
Instructions for making a mechanical bird 
Punctuation, adjectives, conjunctions and time words within 
written work 
Role play – bird sanctuary outdoors writing descriptive 
observations 
Indoors – pet shop writing instructions for looking after 
animals 
 
Discrete … 
Naming the letters of the alphabet in order 
Using a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 
week, months of the year and the personal pronoun I. 
Using the prefix un-, and using ing, ed, er and est in words 
Learning graphemes and alternative sounds for graphemes at 
speed. 

 (after half term) 
Animals native to the seven continents and five oceans 
Use of Atlas to identify climate and terrain suitable for 
particular animals 
Locate hot and cold areas of the world 
 
Discrete … 
Use world maps and atlases to identify continents and 
oceans of the world where animals live 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to contrast weather 
conditions suitable for particular animals 
Use simple compass directions 
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Recognise the place value of each digit in a 2 and 3-digit 
number. 
Recognise place value in numbers up to 50. 
Recognise numbers in words and figures 
Solve one step problems finding a missing number using 
addition and subtraction 
Recognise, find and name a half as one of two equal parts 
of an object 
Compare, describe and solve time problems 
Recognise and know the value of different coins and notes 
Know time is in hours, minutes and seconds 
Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour 
Describe position and direction of movement 
Volume and capacity 
 
Discrete… 
Count on and back in 2’s and 5’s. 
Read and write numbers from 1 to 50 in numerals and 
words. 
Know how to solve a missing number problem 
To measure the volume and capacity of liquids in litres 

1.  
 

To develop our word processing skills typing difference 
punctuation on the keyboard 
Use the internet to research our trip to Birdworld 
Use digital cameras to take photographs of different 
habitats and record observations using a microphone 
To use 2Count to sort and present different species of 
animals. 
 
Discrete … 
Understand what algorithms are. 
Use the internet purposefully and safely 
To use Word to change the style of font, size and colour of 
text. 
To use 2 graph to record data 

Design and make a functional moving bird 
Develop, model and communicate ideas 
Select from and use a range of tools and materials 
Evaluate work against design ideas 
Adapt and improve our moving bird 
Design, select ingredients and use a range of tools to make 
a home grown vegetable kebab and hummus dip 
 
Discrete… 
Design a product for functional use. 
Follow a recipe to make food to eat 

Learn how rules help them and how to follow rules at home 
and at school. 
Following the learning charter 
Money Matters 
Journey in Love 
 
Discrete… 
Learn about what makes a healthy lifestyle 
Explore rituals celebrated in church, . 
Explore the expression of love and care in the family. 
Explore meaning and importance of relationships 

  
Seasonal change – observe changes in the Summer 
Observe and describe summer weather and how the 
length of the day varies 
Identify and name a range of common animals/birds 
Describe and compare the structure of a variety of 
common animals/birds 
 
Discrete… 
Record changes in the seasons 
Observe, classify and record birds and animals 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://stockfresh.com/image/1004084/birds-on-a-wire-1&ei=y3IAVbv9IIGyUPT0gpgI&psig=AFQjCNFjYbuSGBxiPyFlBuNAi63MDmx1pg&ust=1426179132613018
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Use a range of materials creatively 
Use a variety of techniques to develop and share ideas 
Understand the importance of size and proportion 
Appreciate the work of other artists. 
Make links to Gertrude Jekyll and impressionist  
painters, specifically Monet 
Paint a version of Monet’s waterlilies 
 
 

Discrete … 
Understand how different colours and media are 
appropriate for different purposes 
Know and express an opinion on a local artist and artwork. 
Compose and create our own artwork incorporating 
animals and plants 

  
Building on singing skills – controlling pitch, rhythm dynamics 
& tempo, improving posture, breathing and phasing. 
Creating an awareness of world music – identifying varying 
sounds, styles and instrumentation.  
Using percussion instruments to improvise. 
 
Discrete … 

Singing – Hassebu – a story with songs 
Discovering the guitar 
Dancing – in groups of 4/6, remembering a routine to music 
Group Percussion  

 

Learning names of animals(pets) and body parts ( face) in 
French  
Learning songs in French, improving intonation. 
Learning about French traditions: Mother’s day in May 
(identify similarities and differences with the English one). 
Recap on topic vocabulary: greetings, colours, family 
members, numbers to 20, etc. Improving pronunciation.  
 
Discrete… 
Making a card for French Mother’s day and creating an 
animal sheet with own favourite pet.  
Traditional French song: Sur le pont d’Avignon. 
The animal song.  

 

Birds of a feather  
Sports day event linked to topic designed and performed by 
the children over 3 lessons. 

 

In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to perform running jumping and throwing. 
Team Games: 
In this unit children learn how to use a range of equipment 
and skills to achieve their goals. They start by playing small, 
uneven-sided games, and move on to even-sided games. 
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Here are our  

These help us in our relationships with each other. 

 

 

 We treat others as we would like to be treated 

 We make everyone feel welcome 

 We respect everyone is unique 

 We say no to bullying 

 We are the best we can be and enjoy our learning 

 We make the right choices to be good role models 

 We know how to stay safe and healthy 

 We respect school and other people’s property 

 We listen carefully to everyone 

 We are polite and honest 

 

 


