
Welcome to 
St Thomas of Canterbury 
Catholic Primary School

Being the best that we can be

PART OF THE



Welcome 
to EYFS!



EYFS Teaching Team

Mrs Sumsion         Mrs Morgan           Mrs Hills
      EYFS Lead - St Salvatore Class                   St Henry      St Henry
                                    Monday and Tuesday                   Wednesday to Friday

LSAs (Learning Support Assistants)
Mrs Kamzol

Miss Kolonko
Miss McLachlan



What is the Early Years 
Foundation Stage?

The Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) is the statutory framework in 
England that sets the learning, 
development, and care standards for 
children from birth to age five, 
including reception year. 



Characteristics of Effective Learning

At St Thomas of Canterbury we promote high expectations with the children by encouraging them to 
have a growth mind -set and a can -do attitude.

We discuss with the children the importance of our Characteristics of Effective Learning. Research shows 
these attitudes help children to become resilient and lifelong learners. 

Concepts we like to foster to encourage a growth mindset :
Playing and exploring – engagement
Active learning – motivation
Creating and thinking critically – thinking

MarvinEllie Connie



Early Learning Goals

• Set out what most children are expected 
to achieve by the end of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage

• There are 7 areas of learning made up of 
3 prime areas and 4 specific areas of 
learning 



The Prime Areas

• Personal, Social & Emotional development (PSED)
• Communication & Language (C&L) 
• Physical Development (PD) 



Specific Areas of Learning

• Mathematics - Number and Numerical Patterns

• Expressive Arts and Design 

• Literacy – Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing

• Understanding the World 



Literacy

Word Reading: 
• Reading books, story sacks and eBooks.

Comprehension:
• Demonstrate an understanding of what has been read to them, anticipate 

key events and use and understand recently introduced vocabulary. 

Writing:
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds 

with a letter or letters.
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



Mathematics

Number

• Maths mastery; counting and understanding number. 

Numerical Patterns 

• Children will develop positive attitudes and interests in 
mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot 
connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about 
what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 



Statutory Assessments

At the end of the school year each child’s level of 
development must be assessed against the Early 
Learning Goals (GLD). These reflect what a child is 
expected to have achieved by the end of their 
Reception year. On your child’s report they will 

receive Emerging or Expected against each ELG.



Reception Baseline

We have had a lovely first couple of weeks getting to know your children and this 
has given us the chance to carry out a short, interactive and practical assessment 
(RBA).  The RBA became statutory in schools in September 2021. It is an activity -
based assessment of pupils’ starting points in: language, communication and 
literacy and Mathematics. Schools are required to carry out the assessment within 
the first 6 weeks of pupils starting reception. The RBA is not about judging or 
labelling your child or putting them under any pressure. Your child cannot ‘pass’ 
or ‘fail’ the assessment. Its main purpose is to create a starting point to measure 
the progress schools make with their pupils. The assessment will enable the 
government to create school -level progress measures for primary schools which 
show the progress pupils make from reception until the end of key stage 2 (KS2).

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-information -for-
parents/reception-baseline-assessment-information -for-parents
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RE: RED Curriculum

Our branches covered throughout the year:

 Creation and Covenant
 Prophecy and Promise (Advent – Jesus’ birth) 
 Galilee to Jerusalem (Jesus’s life)
 Desert to Garden (Lent – Jesus’ death and resurrection)
 To the ends of the earth (Ascension and Early Church)
 Dialogue and Encounter (Other Christian faiths and other faiths)



RE: Prayer and Liturgy bags

These will be sent home on a Monday  or Thursday .

If you receive the Prayer and Liturgy bag on a Monday , please 
return it on Thursday .

If you receive the Prayer and Liturgy bag on a Thursday , please 
return it on the following Monday .



Reading

The most important thing you can do is read with your child

Reading a book and chatting had a positive impact a year later on children’s 
ability to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary
• develop listening comprehension skills.
The amount of books children were exposed to by age 6 was a positive predictor 
of their reading ability two years later.

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five -year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal , M. and Lefvre , J



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)
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Home learning

Phonics and Tricky words: Your child will be bringing home the sounds and 
Tricky Words that as they learn them. These can be used in a fun way to 
support your child and embed their learning at home. 

Phonics home learning sheet: This is a useful sheet to help support your 
child with the sounds that they have learnt in school that week. It includes 
how to pronounce the sound and some words and sentences to read.



Year group key information

• Please bring in one small piece of whole fruit (no chopped up fruit) 
to go into the class fruit bowl.

• Hair bobbles are to be white and blue only please and can it please 
be tied back.

• Please ensure that you child is not wearing any jewellery (including 
earrings) on Monday or Wednesday (P.E. days).

• To ensure a smooth and quick handover please support your child to 
walk from the gate with their backpack on their back.



Year group key information

• Please can you check that all uniform including school shoes and 
backpacks are named. 

• Space is tight so can we please ask that you remove all the extra 
items in your child’s school bag. We have spare clothing.

• The colour of the wallets your child brings home indicates your 
child’s colour group and house colour.



Banjo Robinson

The children will have the pleasure of taking Banjo home for the 
weekend. He will come home on Friday and needs to be back in 
school by the following Wednesday, in order to be washed in 
time for the next person. We ask you to record your weekend 
fun. We do not mind who does the writing and ask you to keep 
to one page only. 



Birthday celebration

This year we have several children with medical needs and allergies so 
we are not able to allow birthday sweets to be brought in from home.  
Instead you may wish to donate a classroom resource on behalf of your 
birthday child that all their friends can enjoy (please see link below).

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2VW8SSMG5RYU9?ref_=wl_sh
are

However, please do not feel you have to contribute. We always ensure 
that the birthday child has a wonderful day and is made to feel special 
with our special stickers and birthday song. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2VW8SSMG5RYU9?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2VW8SSMG5RYU9?ref_=wl_share


Other Reminders

• Early to bed! (e.g. 6 -6.30pm)

• At the end of the day can we please ask the children to walk up the 
path with their adult and resist the temptation of playing in the 
EYFS garden

S=P+A+ C+E for ME
Each week ‘On the Learning at a Glance’ we will ask a colour group to 
bring in an item linked to any aspect of our learning that week. 



Year group key information

Learning at a Glance

https://www.st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=This+Week%27s+Learning+at+a+Glance&pid=85


Parent Evening Dates this year

Autumn Term:

Monday 19th October (remote)
Wednesday 21st October (in person)



Makaton



Later in the year: Weekly Awards

• Successful and Confident St Thomas’ Learners:                          
Making  S=P+A+ C+E for learning

• GOLDEN RULE: Following our Golden Threads

• Making  S=P+A+C+E for EVERYONE
• Making  S=P+A+ C+E for ME: Healthy choices

• Being a Responsible Role Model

• Wonderful Writing

• GREEN AWARD Looking after the environment



Mrs Carter has an open 
door policy

Please always feel you can call, 
email or meet to talk



THANK YOU!
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