
Welcome to Year 6! 

Thursday 14th September 2017 



Year 6  
6G – St George 

Mrs Grove 

Mrs Jefferies (Wednesday pm) 

 

Mrs English, Mrs Skobelski, Mrs Castellino, 

Mrs Terry, Mrs Thompson 

 

6N – St Nicholas 

Mrs Nardini 





God’s love is at the heart of our 

Catholic School Family. We show 

this in our respect, kindness and 

love for others and by treating other 

people as we wish to be ourselves. 

We will encourage everyone to be 

the best that we can be. 

Our Mission Statement 





Growth Mindset 
We encourage the children to challenge 

themselves and be risk takers.  The concept of 

Growth Mindset helps the children to realise that 

anything is possible if they try their very best.  

We praise effort as well as the achievement. 

 

The children are also supported to                  to 

choose challenge activities to                    

extend their thinking. 





St Thomas’ Learners  
Making  

for learning 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



Religious Education: Come and See 
 

Our topics covered throughout the year: 

 

oLoving 

oVocation and Commitment 

oExpectations 

 

oSources 

oUnity 

oDeath and New Life 

 

oWitnesses 

oHealing 

oCommon Good 

 

We will also be studying Judaism and Islam. 

 

Please also refer to the termly RE newsletters with suggested activities for 

the family to complete at home. 

 



Mathematics 
 The children cover all aspects of 

Mathematics through a variety of 
practical activities and theoretical 
understanding.  The three main areas 
of maths are fluency, reasoning and 
problem solving. 

 Fluency – Rapid and accurate recall 
and conceptual understanding 

 Reasoning – Use of mathematical 
language to explain how you know 
something 

 Problem solving – Using and applying  
maths when breaking down problems 

 We try to teach Mathematics through 
other subjects e.g. data handling in 
Science and Geography. 



English 
 

 The children cover a wide range of 

aspects in English and we aim to 

continually improve the children’s 

reading and writing skills and maintain 

high targets for all. 

 We use a variety of texts to stimulate 

the children’s knowledge of literature. 

 There is an emphasis on English 

language (grammar) – parts of speech 

and punctuation. 

 

 Once a month Mr Lewin will also set a 

whole school writing challenge. 

 

 



Science 

 Science lessons are both 
practical and theoretical. We 
aim to increase the children’s 
scientific knowledge and their 
investigative skills.  

 Sometimes your child may be 
asked to conduct a small 
experiment at home. 



Great Expectations 

Autumn Term 



History: 

Victorian Workhouses and Crime and Punishment 

Visit to the Spike 

Literature is ‘Street Child’ 

 

Geography: 

Locating countries in the British Empire and identifying human 

and physical geography 

 

Science: 

Electricity and circuits 

Light 

 

DT: 

Design and make a light up  

Christmas Tree decoration – linked to Science 

 

Art: 

Victorian art including researching Lowry 



S=P+A+C+E Challenge 

The children will plan for a 

traditional Victorian Christmas.   

They will research the origins 

of the Christmas Tree, make 

cornucopia cones, baubles, 

Christmas cards and bake a 

traditional Victorian Christmas 

mince pie while reflecting on 

their learning of the Victorian 

period and the extent of the 

British Empire. 



 Diary Dates for this term 
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th September – class visits to 

The Spike 

Thursday 12th October – 6G Class Worship 

Thursday 12th October – Parent’s Evening  

Monday 16th October – Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 18th October – Harvest Festival 

Thursday 19th October – 6N Class Worship 

Wednesday 1st November – Open Day – giving guided 

tours of the school  

Thursday 9th November – Visit from Guildford Flames 

Tuesday 19th December – Year 5/6 Carol Service 

 



Bombs, Battles and 

Bravery 

Spring Term 



English 

Shakespeare – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Interactive workshop of the play 

 

History: 

World War II with a focus on the Battle of Britain, shelters 

and D-Day landings 

 

Science: 

Livings things and their habitats 

Animals including humans 

 

DT: 

Making shelters 

 

Art: 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream inspired sculpture 



S=P+A+C+E Challenge 

The children will participate in a ‘Rationing 

Day’ and choose recipes that were used 

during World War II to make foods for a 

street party. 

 



Special Events 

• Shakespeare Visitor 

• Practice SATs week 

• Guildford Music Festival at Glive 

• World War II trip – TBC 

 

 



French Connection 

Summer Term 



Geography: 

Comparison of Grandcamp-Maisy and Guildford with a 

focus on economic activity in the areas 

 

Science: 

Evolution 

 

DT: 

Making books for their autobiographies 

 

Art: 

Developing techniques in watercolour and sketching 



S=P+A+C+E Challenge 

In groups the children will design a shield to 

represent their life at St. Thomas’ to be 

presented at the Leaver’s Mass. 



Special Events 

• SATs 

• Trip to France 

• Preparation for transition to secondary 

school 

• Junior Citizen 

• Year 6 retreat 

• End of year production 

• Leaver’s Mass 



PSHE 
• Personal, Social and Health Education (Learning for 

Life) continues from previous years. It is closely 

linked to RE but also other subjects too. 

• Some aspects of PSHE are covered as separate 

topics e.g. Road Safety, and Drugs Education 

• The children will discuss Reproduction in the 

Summer term. It will form a part of our Human 

Biology section in Science. 

• Because these are sensitive subjects, the boys will 

work with with Mr Jones and the girls with Mrs 

Nardini and Mrs Grove.  We feel that dividing the 

classes into girls and boys, gives the children a 

better opportunity to ask questions and comment. 

 

 



Computing 
• Computing is taught weekly as well as supporting other 

curriculum areas through the use of our Interactive 
Whiteboards and other technologies. 

 

• We will be looking at the three areas of Computing – 
Computer Science, Digital Literacy and Information 
Technology. 

 

• This will include programming, debugging computer 
algorithms, coding through the use of                          
Kodu as well as the use of everyday                         
software such as Word and PowerPoint.                            
Online-safety will be taught and discussed                                                  
on a half termly basis. 

 



PE 

The children will be taught a variety of skills 

throughout the year, by Mr Jones, Mrs Elliott and 

Ultimate Coaching, relating to elements of games, 

dance, gymnastics, and athletics. 
 

Please ensure your child has the  

correct PE kit for every session.   

All items must be named. 

 

6G and 6N – Tuesday and Thursday 
 



French 

• The children experience a lesson each 
week. 

 

• Madame Gibbs will continue to promote 
conversation as a good basis for 
secondary school. 

 

• She will also prepare the children for 
their trip to France. 



Homework 
                   

• Reading:  In Year 6 we ask that the children read at home every day for 20-
30 minutes and discuss what they have read.  Please could the children 
record the numbers of at least 4 fiction/non-fiction questions each week, in 
their reading record.  These questions can be found inside the front and 
back covers of the reading record. 

• Spelling:  Your child will have a list of spellings to practise and learn each 
week for homework consisting of spellings from the new curriculum. 

• Grammar:  The children will receive a ‘SPAG Splash’ each night to further 
embed their understanding of grammatical terms. 

• Maths:  The children will be set a ‘Dollop of Maths’ each night; they will 
receive a problem solving question a day to support their familiarisation of 
mathematical vocabulary. 

• Other homework tasks such as: research activities, an RE activity, song 
words for a performance etc. will be set on a weekly basis. 

 

• Please check your child’s Homework Diary for any homework set and 
sign weekly.  Please continue to support your child with any homework 
given.  Your child has a bookmark of the Learning Partner Promise in 
their diary. 
 

 

 



Reminders 
• Please notify your child’s class teacher if your child is being picked 

up/going home with someone other than you at the end of the day. 

• Please also notify your child’s class teacher when your child is walking 
to or from school on their own.  Any children who walk to or from 
school by themselves may carry a mobile phone which will be handed 
in at the beginning of the day and kept securely in the office during the 
day.  This phone must be turned off once your child has arrived at 
school and may not be used within school grounds at the end of the 
day. 

• Please ensure your child has a labelled waterproof coat so that we can 
use all the exciting, new outdoor learning areas throughout the year. 
 



SATs and Revision 
• In May (week beginning Monday 14th) the children will 

be sitting their Statutory Tests (SATs). 
 

• During the year we prepare the children for these 

through  the work they are set and continually monitor 

and assess their progress. The children will undertake 

one practice SATs week in order to prepare them for 

the tests. 
 

• In class we use a variety of books and resources to 

support their learning and extend their thinking. 
 

• There will be a further opportunity for you to hear 

more about SATs at an information evening on 

Wednesday 10th January 2018. 





Trip to France 

Monday 21st May – Friday 25th May 

  

Grandcamp-Maisy 

in Normandy 



Centre Quieri-Quierettes 



Mont St. Michel 



Bayeux  



Pointe du Hoc 



Arromanches 

 





French Trip 2018 

• Letters will be sent out at the beginning of 

October – we must have a reply – yes or no! 

• All British children will travel on a collective 

passport, they do not need their own passport. 

• All non-British children will need to travel on their 

own passport. 

• Non refundable deposit, payments can be 

spread over time 

• Cost will be approximately £320 

– Includes coach, Eurotunnel, full board 

accommodation, all activities and visits 



Secondary School Admissions 
• Apply online at: 

  www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions 
 

Recommendation is that parents should apply by Friday 20th  
October (applications will be accepted up to 31st October).  
The website is live now! 

 

St. Peter’s Open Evening – Thursday 12th October 6 - 8pm 

St. Peter’s Open Mornings – Wednesday 18th and Thursday 19th 
October at 9am 

Admissions to St. Peter’s – you must complete their 
supplementary admission form and make sure your tick the 
Catholic box 

 

George Abbot Open Mornings – Monday 25th September – 
Friday 29th September – 8:45 am – 10:45 am and Tuesday 3rd 
October – 8:45 am - 10.45 am– need to prebook online 

 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions


Thank you and Goodbye 

  We hope you have found this evening 

helpful and informative. 

 

We are always grateful for the support you 

give your children and we hope that by 

working together your children will achieve 

their full potential in their final year at                            

St. Thomas of Canterbury. 


